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Coping with Covid and opening new doors
While Covid-19 still plays a big role in our lives, Ardingly College
continues to support and teach students both live and, where
necessary, virtual, through blended learning.
Students all have Surface Pros, and interactive teaching continues
to be a high priority during this time.
The familiarity of school life and routine is undeniably important
to their wellbeing. We are therefore endeavouring to maintain
normal school life not only in the classroom, but in terms of our
wider pastoral and co-curricular offering.
Using Microsoft Teams and the Microsoft Surfaces introduced this
year as part of our digital strategy, lessons have been continuing as
normal. Teachers have been able to deliver content in interactive

Open morning dates
We look forward to welcoming prospective families to our
open mornings, all of which will be virtual for the
foreseeable future.
The next dates for all open mornings are to be found on the
Ardingly College website: www.ardingly.com
Due to the increased number of girls attending Ardingly
College, we are excited to have created a new Girls’ Day
House, Burgess House, aptly named after Ardingly’s first female
teacher, Mrs Archie Burgess.
Completed for our new academic year in September, the girls
who have become Burgess Girls are very excited to be in the
new building.

lessons, with students completing tasks and receiving feedback.
The College is also working to ensure that the broader aspects of
school life continues where government restrictions allow.
As far as possible we are aiming to replicate the pattern, feel and
familiarity of the school day, the social interaction and the
learning processes to maintain the academic progress of our
students, as well as their wellbeing during challenging
circumstances

Village Voice thank you
A big thank you to all the advertisers, old and new, who have
supported this edition. The magazine, backed by the parish
council, is produced and distributed by volunteers to around
800 houses.
Advertising covers the cost of printing and postage.

"The common rooms are open plan, bright and spacious, and
we love sitting around catching up with our friends at break
and lunchtime," said one excited Burgess student.
The new Burgess Girls' Day house follows a continuous
investment plan that Ardingly College has implemented over
the last five years.
It follows hot on the tail of the new science building that cost
£4.5m bringing five new laboratories, two DT labs and one
computer studies suite.

New date for Winter Fair
The annual Winter Fair at the Showground has been
rescheduled and will now be held on December 5 and 6.
Glow Wild at Wakehurst, due to start on November 26 will
now go ahead on selected dates during December and
January. The gardens are still open to visitors.

With many thanks to our sponsor Ardingly College

Dates For Your Diary

Message From The Parish
Council Chairman

Please note that the village calendar is on www.ardingly.org. Should you have an
event to add, contact the Parish Clerk

Welcome to this edition of our Village Voice.
The year does not seem to be getting any
better with the news of the latest lockdown, all
we can hope for is that people all work together as we did
earlier this year and follow the guidelines that have been laid
down by the Government.

December
December 3
December 5
December 6
December 6
December 13
December 20
2021
January
January 5
January 17

You will see in this edition we have a Well being committee,
and the Ardingly support group that is there to assist as much
as possible for anyone who is finding these times difficult.
Please do contact them even if it is only for a chat.
There have been requests for a further traffic control unit for
the Lindfield Road, which the council is looking into and is
preparing the information to discuss at the December council
meeting.

January 19 & 20
January 28
February
February 2
February 28

We hope we can get back to some sort of normality as we lead
up to the festive season and where possible look after our
elderly neighbours who could well be alone over this period.
May I in anticipation of some good news wish you all a Merry
Christmas and please be safe and healthy.

March 2

Derek Stutchbury, chairman

Ardingly Parish Council
Winter Fair, Showground
Winter Fair, Showground
Car boot sale, Showground, 8am
Car boot sale, Showground, 8am
Car boot sale, Showground, 8am
Ardingly Parish Council
Classic Motorcycle show & Autojumble,
Showground
International Antiques and Collectors Fair,
Showground, 10am
Autojumble, Showground, 10am
Ardingly Parish Council
The Big Purple Psychic and Historic Fair,
Showground, 10am
Ardingly Parish Council

Please note that all events may be subject to last minute
changes and cancellations

www.ardingly.org

Meet parish councillor Lydia Davis

Christmas Fayre cancelled
The annual Christmas Fayre will not take place this year due
the on-going concerns over Covid-19.

I have lived in Ardingly for just over a year and as I meet people
around the village there are two questions I have come to
expect.
The first is “where is your accent
from?” I am proudly Canadian having
lived in my home province of Ontario
for most of my life, and also Montreal
and Vancouver for my education and
career.

Organisers are hoping it
will be back bigger and
better than ever in
2021.
Hapstead Hall has had
to close its doors again
for general hire.
However, it is still
available for hire for
educational purposes
and any exempt
activities which meet
new Government rules.

The second question that invariably
follows is “how did you end up
HERE?” I realise it it’s a bit odd for a
Canadian to pop up in a village in
rural Sussex.
My English grandmother served in the
Wrens during the war and my Canadian grandfather was in the
Air Force stationed in Yorkshire where they met. I was raised
with an admiration of this country, and five years ago I arrived to
explore it for myself. Echoing the courtship of my grandparents
shortly after my arrival in London I met Janie. Bob’s your Uncle,
and we moved to Ardingly with our babies Alfie and Delphine to
be close to Jamie’s parents who live nearby.

Rob Lawson, chairman
of hall’s trustees, said:
“I would like to thank all
our regular hirers and hope they all keep safe and please
come back to the hall as soon as possible so we can maintain
the village hall.”
Latest information can be found at www.Hapstead.hall.co.uk

A village is a very special place to raise children and I am
especially grateful for Ardingly’s safety, stars at night, fresh air,
beautiful public footpaths, and friendly people. Community is
everything, and as we embark upon another lockdown in these
difficult times, it is so important to look after one another. Thank
you for welcoming us.

The Ardingly Village Voice is published
by the Ardingly Parish Council ISSN 2517-2301
Contact busscathy1@gmail.com or call Cathy Buss (editor) on
01444 892279. The copy deadline for the spring edition is
May 4, 2020.
houses was still a “major”’ development in contravention of
national planning guidance.

Update on planning issue
Some 70 people attended a parish council open day at
Hapstead Hall in September with information posters to help
parishioners make their own representation to the Planning
Inspector on the Showground development proposal.
Councillors were on hand to answer question. The following
Tuesday we held an on-line presentation and Q&A session.

Last month we responded to the survey on the Government’s
Planning White paper. The objective of the White Paper is to
speed up the planning process so that government can deliver its
promise of 300,000 new home a year. It would do this by
increased digitization of the planning process and by
standarisation of decision making. Fortunately for Ardingly, the
White Paper proposes that areas of outstanding natural beauty
and conservation areas would be subject to stringent control.

The council’s submission was successfully delivered in time for
the deadline on September 28. In it, to support a further
reduction in the number of houses proposed for the red car park
(SA25), our main argument was that the revised figure of 70

Chris Hotblack, Planning Committee Chairman
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Village Post Office history

The first reference to a Post Office in Ardingly is in 1825 held
by the draper Benjamin Tully in Manchester House.
In 1881 the Post Office moved from the General Stores in the
village to No 1 Fairlight Cottages in the High Street (now
known as No 100 High Street).
In 1903 Michael Cook (the sub-posrmaster) had Michaelmas
House built (37 High Street) and transferred the Post Office
there, where it remained until the end of September 2020.

Studio 5
• Family friendly salon
• Open six days a week
• Ladies’ cut and blow dry
• Colour, highlights, perms
• Men’s cuts
• Kids’ cuts
Call 01444 892602
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Nature watch Bird Survey

News from St Peter’s School

If you are wondering what to do during the long winter
months an answer is at hand.

It has been a busy half term at St Peter’s School. Coming back
after the first Covid lockdown the pupils and staff were delighted
to see one another.

Why not take part in the world’s largest wildlife survey? A
number of us in
the village are
taking part in
the January
2021 RSPB Big
G a r d e n
Birdwatch and
we would love
as many people
as possible to
take part.
All you need to
do is watch
birds for one
Picture: RSPB
hour on any day
between January
25 and 27 and count the number of birds that land in your
back garden or open space and send the RSPB your results.
All information can be found on the RSPB website at:
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/
everything-you-need-to-know-about-big-garden-birdwatch/
We are working with colleagues in the RSPB and hope to
publish results for Ardingly later in 2021. The more
information we get, the better.
Ben Sansom

Our new arrivals have settled in well
in Reception and other pupils are
e n j oy i n g b e i n g b a ck i n t h e i r
classrooms.
Of course, things have been different
to make sure that we are all operating
in a secure way. Arriving and leaving
at different times is a bit strange,
having our worship assemblies via
television screens (Zoom!) is exciting!
Despite having to do some things differently, school life is being
kept as normal as possible. We encourage all our children to
develop strong leadership skills and so we have appointed pupils
as eco councillors, faith ambassadors, school councillors, sports
crew and our house captains and vice captains - all very
exciting!
We have had visitors to school too, all in a Covid-secure way.
Greenfinch and Cuckoo classes, for example, had a lovely
surprise when they discovered a police vehicle, complete with
flashing blue lights and blaring sirens, actually in their
playground.
As we headed in to half term, all the children were pleased to
get a party bag from St Peter’s Church, to celebrate the Light
Party. With glow sticks, crayons, colouring sheets and a torch as
some of the contents, fun was guaranteed.
As we head into the second half of this term, Christmas lies
ahead with all that promises. A second lockdown does not mean
(yet) that schools will close this time. This is very positive for us
all.
Of course, all of us need to remain vigilant to stay safe and to
continue learning and supporting one another. At St Peter’s
School, caring for one another is what we do every day.

Lindfield Medical Centre
GPs at Lindfield Medical Centre remain open and are providing
a full range of health care services for their patients.
Dr Katie Spensley, a partner at the practice, said: "We have
good feedback from our patients with the new system for flu
jabs this year and are grateful to them for their understanding as
we seek to get through everyone.
“If you are over 65 or in the vulnerable group and haven't had
your flu appointment (or missed your jab) please don't hesitate
to contact the surgery to arrange this.
“Please be aware that the surgery remains fully available to
provide care and has done throughout the pandemic.
“The pathways have had to change to protect staff and patients
alike - our means of booking are different, but we are still fully
able to consult via phone or video, and then where clinically
indicated proceed to book patients in for face to face
appointments.
“We also have new members of staff that have joined us
including a Clinical Pharmacist and a Social Prescriber who are
great additions to our team.”
She added: “Our website contains all the up to date
information.”
www.lindfieldmedicalcentre.co.uk
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Ardingly Cricket Club

New Society President
Former Mid Sussex MP Sir
Nicholas Soames (pictured) has
been appointed new President
of the South of England
Agricultural Society.

As the sun sets on a very strange and challenging 2020 season
due to COVID-19, Ardingly Cricket
Club (ACC) wants to say thank you
to all club members.

Sir Nicholas, who has lived in
Kent and Sussex all his adult life,
grew up at Chartwell Farm, Kent,
and has always had a strong
interest in farming, country
sports and rural life. He was an
MP for more than 35 years
representing Mid Sussex (1997 2019) and was previously MP for
Crawley.

Although cricket has been
somewhat overshadowed by other
matters, the club had had a very
successful and enjoyable part
season.

Without all the volunteers help and
support, there would have been no
cricket to enjoy.

The 1st Xi finished top of their group and the 2nd XI came a
very close 2nd in theirs. The Sunday team enjoyed a number of
friendly games which continued into late September.

No stranger to the countryside he was Parliamentary Secretary
at the Ministry for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, is a
Member of the Council for the Protection of Rural England,
and has been President of the South of England Hound Show
for a number of years. Sir Nicholas will appoint a new charity
of the year for the Society to support in January 2021.

Let's hope by next season everything will have returned to
normal and we can all enjoy a full season for all teams along
with social events with more than six people.
Over the winter, ACC will be starting outline details for next
season which will include details of our winter nets and
finalising 2021 fixtures.

He said: “After many years associated with the South of
England Agricultural Society, I am very honoured to have been
appointed President. I hope to do everything I can to support
the aims and efforts of the society in what are very difficult
times.”

We also aim to re-schedule our annual quiz and curry night
which was sadly postponed in March.
We also plan to re-start our Colts section. Hopefully this will
start with indoor nets in January. We will be pleased to hear
from interested parents of both boys and girls.

Charlie Burgoyne, society chairman, added: “We are thrilled
that Sir Nicholas has accepted the role of President. Like other
charities, we have suffered tremendously due to the lockdowns
this year, so it is wonderful to be able to announce such
positive news.

For more information on the club contact David Port
Telephone 07831 571482
email dlport@btinternet.com
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New style comes to the High Street
The dream began a few
years ago when Kim Patel
and his family passed
through Ardingly and fell in
love with the village.
Kim said : “We thought how
much we would like a shop
here one day and then I saw the
Post Office was up for sale.”
The dream has now become a
reality for Kim, his wife,
Dharmistha,, and father SK
Patel as they are the new
owners of the Ardingly News
Shop.
Th e y h ave m ove d f r o m
Dorking, Surrey, where they ran
a similar business for 30 years.
Their aim is to run a
convenience store with a range
of products to meet local
needs.

Farewell and thank you
After more than two decades in Ardingly the village said
farewell to Graham and Phil Payne in
the Post Office.
We owe a big thank you to them for
all they have for residents over the
years. They also worked their socks
off during the first lockdown to get
groceries, newspapers and more to
keep everyone going when there
were so many shortages.
We will miss seeing Florence the owl
which was such a talking point but
wish Graham a happy and peaceful
retirement on the coast.
Phil will remain a familiar site as he
builds on his garden business, Mr
Hecges and salute the amazing amounts he has raised for
charities with his astonishing physical feats..

Destination Ardingly - this is
the ethos behind Dandylion
Stylingnewly based in the
High Street.
The man behind the concept is
Igor Srzic-Carledge (pictured
below) who ha brought his
bespoke tailoring business to the
village.
But he is planning to make it
much more than just a business.
He wants to be at the heart of the
community.
Igor said: “My vision is that it is a
place where people can come
and get styled, buy lovely local
flowers, get a haircut or a beard
trim, to make it a destination.”
He planning to host regular
coffee mornings - all Covid
compliant - for villagers.

Igor’s
core business,
which has moved from
Steyning, is bespoke
tailoring for men and
women, using English
cloths and produced by
his local team of four. He
also stocks a range of
accessories such as hats,
gloves and belts. In
addition there is a range
of ready made clothes
and there is a regular
men’s barber service by
appointment
Why Ardingly? Igor said:
“I love the Sussex
countryside and live a
few minutes up the road.
I was based in Steyning,
now I don’t have that commute and I love the community
spirit in the village.”

A shop re-vamp is planned
and changes are already
underway with more
branded products, an
extended range of wine and
spirits and new chiller
cabinets.
Opening hours have been
extended to 7am-6.30pm,
Monday to Friday, 7am-7pm
on Saturdays and 7am-1pm
on Sunday. The Sunday
hours may even be
extended to 3pm in the
future. People can also top
up gas and electricity cards
at the shop. Kim is also
hoping to set up a delivery
service to villagers.

Another feature is Igor’s distinctive black cab emblazoned
with the Dandylion Styling logo and a great promotion for
Ardingly as he travels to client appointments.

There are also plans to link
with courier firms such as UPS, DPD and Hermes so people can
send parcels and use the shop as a drop off point for deliveries .

Igor added: “It’s great for social distancing and visiting clients
with plenty of room for consultations. I believe this will really
put Ardingly on the map.

Kim said: “we are loving the village so much. We have had such a
warm welcome from everyone

Pictures: Alex Rickard Photography
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Car club to cut costs and
carbon

Friends of St Peter’s School
Thank you to all our families and the
people of Ardingly for their support and
generosity.

Wheels are in motion to try and set up a car club in Ardingly.

Our fundraising goal is to give St. Peter’s
a new library, equipped with furniture
and reading materials, but we currently face challenges in
raising money while adhering to social distancing measures.

A car club is a way of having a car that people have shared
access to.
Rather than buying a car, paying for the maintenance, MOT,
insurance, depreciation and so on only to have it sitting there
unused most of the time.

Everyone has been pulling together to raise funds. The children
were busy decorating cups, so any visitors to their homes over
half term could have somewhere to put their loose change. As
ever, the most creative effort was awarded with a prize.

Instead you join a car club, pay a small membership, then
pay as you use the vehicle, usually on a time plus mileage
basis.

We hope to run some events this term: each class will have a
quiz or bingo game, and there will be an online quiz for the
parents. Sadly, there is no Christmas Fair this year, but the everpopular raffle will still be on.

Forest Row has set one up in which people are charged a
£10 annual memberships, then £3.50 per hour for the first
three hours with it getting cheaper for longer periods, and
36p per mile that includes the fuel. The charges are also
subject to VAT.

It was nice to see so many children inspired by Phil Payne’s
World Record attempt up Cob Lane, with a great turnout on the
day. Earlier this year, the children were encouraged to walk,
scoot, run or skate a mile in order to raise funds, so perhaps
this will increase to a 5km, 10km or half marathon next time?

This is obviously a way many people can have the benefits of
a car for much less than owning one or renting one and with
much less hassle too.

Village Christmas light

It also means fewer cars taking up parking spaces and at the
same time reduces your carbon footprint, as fewer cars are
being made and maintained and so means less CO2.

The parish council has set up a group to look at potential events
to help strengthen the community well-being in the village.

There is also the possibility of the car being an electric
vehicle which of course further reduces its environmental
impact and costs.

Covid-19 has made quite an impact on what can be done
collectively. However, it is doubly important for us to see some
normality in the midst of all the strangeness. The Rector (John
Crutchley) and church warden (Nigel Cheater) joined us at our
meeting to discuss what was possible with the church and parish
council working together.

Are you interested? If you are, drop the Ardingly Climate
Action
Group
a
message
at
ardinglyclimateaction@gmail.com, find the Facebook page,
or, if you would prefer to talk to someone, give Martin a call
on 07946 389 349.

A short Remembrance Service was held on the recreation ground
allowing wreaths to be laid and hold the two minute silence.
We are still planning for Christmas and, although things are
bound to be different, we will make sure that the village
community has the opportunity to celebrate this lovely time of
year. We will definitely be switching on the twinkly Christmas
lights on the tree.
Please remember the Ardingly Support Group is able to help if
you need essential shopping, transport to medical appointments
and medicine collections. Do get in touch and we will do our
best to help. Even if you would just like a chat, give us a call. We
are also thinking about how best we can support our village
community over the Christmas period. If you would like support
and/or if you have any ideas as to what we might do, please let
us know. All ideas are VERY welcome.
Contact kathrynjames7@sky.com or 07703 295081.

Pickeridge Farm

Cob Lane, Ardingly, RH17 6ST

M.T. Holman

Pasture-fed lamb (March/April)

Free-range Saddleback pork (April-June)

Central Heating & Plumbing
01444
892499
07887924765
To reserve
your meat
box or for more
information
Honey, kindling & more!

1974

Contact: Rachel Milliken
07985 192128
pickeridgefarm@gmail.com

Follow us at @pickeridge

34 The High Street. Ardingly. RH17 6TD. mtholman@greenbee.net
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