
Have your say 

The draft or Pre-Submission Neighbourhood Plan and 
accompanying Sustainability Appraisal have been 

published for consultation from  

13th August to 24th September 2013 
 

The documents have been prepared based upon independent 
studies and consultations with residents, local businesses, 

landowners and statutory authorities carried out since 
January 2012 

 

This display outlines some of the key policies in the draft Plan 
and the next steps leading to approval and its adoption as 

part of the Local Development Framework 
 

 Please let us know your comments on both documents by 
filling in the form or replying electronically 



 

— Neighbourhood Planning was introduced by the 
Government through the Localism Act in May 2012 

— Neighbourhood Planning is a new way for communities to 
decide the future of the places where they live, enabling 
us to: 

• Choose where we want new homes, shops and offices 
to be built 

• Have a say on what those buildings should look like 

• Direct the spending of funds gained from the 
development process 

— It is a tool for economic growth, improving people’s 
quality of life, and protecting the natural environment 

— Local communities cannot use Neighbourhood Planning 
to block the building of new homes and businesses if the 
Local Authority says development is required to meet 
local need 

— In Ardingly, the Parish Council has led the preparation of 
the Plan with other members of the community 

 
 

 

 
 

What Is Neighbourhood 
Planning ? 



 

—  The Mid Sussex District Plan is the over-arching 
document into which this Neighbourhood Plan will fit 

 

—  The District Plan has been prepared in the context of 
the Localism Act and the National Planning Policy 
Framework 

 

—It covers the period up to 2031 and will replace the Mid 
Sussex Local Plan adopted in 2004.  It is due to come into 
force in early 2014 

 

—  The District Plan sets a District housing requirement of 
10,600 homes between 2011 and 2031 

 

—  2,000 of these homes will be allocated through 
Neighbourhood Plans 

 

—  The District Plan also sets out the District Council’s 
vision, objectives and policies for economic growth, spatial 
development, infrastructure provision and wellbeing in the 
District 

 

 

Mid Sussex District Plan  

 



 

The draft or “Pre-Submission” Neighbourhood Plan contains a 
series of policies and proposals.  These are divided into the 
following groups: 
 

— General policies 

— Housing policies 

— Environmental policies 

— Community Asset policies 

— Commercial policies 

— Traffic policies 

— Site Specific policies 

— Infrastructure projects 
 

This display gives a brief summary of some of the key policies 
and proposals contained in the draft Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Policies and Proposals 



General Policies 

Policy 1: Sustainable Development  
 
This policy incorporates the key principles from the National 
Planning Policy Framework.  The policy underpins the approach 
the local planning authorities and parish council will adopt in 
considering development in the parish 
 

 
Policy 2: Planning across the Parish 
 
This policy sets the strategic direction for the all policies in the 
Plan by steering new development into the existing village at 
the heart of the parish and by exerting strong control over 
proposals elsewhere in the High Weald Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty 



Housing Policies 

Policies 4 and 5 address Suitable Alternative Natural Green 
Space (SANGs) and Housing Design 
 

Policy 3: Housing Supply and Site Allocation 
 

— Policy 3 responds to the District Plan requirement for at 
least 2000 new homes to be allocated through 
neighbourhood plans 

— Our plan identifies a need for 8 affordable homes which 
will be provided as part of a market scheme of 27 homes 

— In order to ascertain the appropriate number of homes 
that need to be built up until 2031 we have collected 
evidence from various sources including: 

• The Housing Needs Survey 2012 

• Village  Survey 2012 

• The Mid Sussex Common Housing Register 

— Due to our location in the ANOB the policy requires that 
new affordable homes should meet local needs and be 
occupied by those with local connection in perpetuity 

— The total of 27 houses is in line with the Village Survey 
and the amount of homes we committed to under the 
District Plan 

 
 



Housing Policies (continued) 

— We have put forward a site at Standgrove Field for a 
development of 27 homes including 8 affordable homes 

— The committee assessed over 14 potential development 
sites across the parish 

— We were unable to identify sufficient smaller sites to 
take our housing requirement, as they would not have 
satisfied our need for affordable housing 

— There were only three sites put forward by landowners 
that could take all 27 houses: Butcher’s Field, Land 
South of Middle Lodge and Standgrove Field 

— Some of the reasons why the committee believe 
Standgrove Field will be most acceptable to the village 
include: 

• It is adjacent to existing housing 

• It will benefit a significant employer in the village 

• Access to the site is easy 

• The site owner has indicated that they would:             
(i) contribute a SANG if development were approved 
(ii) set aside the rear of the site for informal public 
use in perpetuity 

 

 



Environmental Policies 

Policy 6: Local Green Spaces 

This policy designates the 
following locations as Local 
Green Spaces, protecting them 
from future development: 

 

— Butchers field 

— Gowers Pit 

— Oaklands Green 

— Recreation Ground 

— Land east of High Street 

— Land at Standgrove field 

 

 

  
Policies 7, 8 and 9 address 
Allotments, Biodiversity and 
Listed Buildings/Conservation 
Area 



Community Asset Policies 

The policies in this section 
relate to the following : 

 

Policy 10:  Primary School 

Policy 11:   Scout Hut 

Policy 12:  Medical Services 

Policy 13:  Pavilion  

Policy 14:  Assets of Community 
   Value: 

— Hapstead Hall / 
British Legion 

— St Peter’s Church 
Centre 

— Pavilion 

— Fellows Bakers 

— Post Office 

— Primary School 

— Ardingly Station 
 

 

 



Commercial and Traffic Policies 

The Commercial Policies relate to: 
 Policy 15:  Village Shops 
 Policy 16:  Cafes, Pubs and Restaurants 
 Policy 17:   Broadband 

The Traffic Policies address the following: 
 Policy 18:  Traffic Management 
 Policy 19:  Car Parking 



Site Specific Policies 

Policies in this section relate to: 
 
Policy 20:  Ardingly Rail Depot 
Policy 21:   Ardingly College 
Policy 22:  South of England    
   Show ground 
Policy 23:  Wakehurst Place and 
   Millennium Seed Bank 
Policy 24:  Ardingly Reservoir 
Policy 25:  Bluebell Railway 
Policy 26:  Ardingly- Wakehurst   
    Cycle Route 



Infrastructure 

Policy 27 proposes the following 
projects for investment 
priority: 

 

— Traffic management, 
pedestrian safety and 
streetscape enhancement 
(policy 18) 

— Primary School 
improvements (policy 10) 

— The Pavilion (policy 13) 

— Car Parking (policy 19) 

— Allotments (policy 7) 

— Broadband (policy 17) 



Ardingly Village Map 



Sustainability Appraisal 

 

— The draft Sustainability 
Appraisal has been published 
for a 6 week consultation 
period alongside the draft 
Neighbourhood Plan 
 

— It assesses the environmental, 
social and economic impact of 
the policies in the 
Neighbourhood Plan 
 

— The Sustainability Appraisal 
provides evidence that 
sustainability has been at the 
forefront of the preparation 
of the Neighbourhood Plan 
 

— The assessment of policy 
options demonstrates that 
overall the most sustainable 
policy options have been 
chosen for inclusion in the 
Neighbourhood Plan 
 

— No policy has any significant 
adverse effects, giving 
confidence that the policies in 
the Plan will contribute to 
sustainable development 
 



Comments on Pre-Submission Plan 
— Comments received on the draft Plan and Sustainability 

Appraisal will be considered for inclusion in the plan by the 
Parish Council 

 
Independent Examination 
— An independent examiner will look at whether the Plan 

meets statutory requirements and is in general conformity 
with the strategic policies of the District Plan 
 

— The planning authority will consider the examiner’s views 
and decide whether any further changes need to be made 
 

Local Referendum 

— MSDC will organise a referendum if the Plan meets the 
basic standards 
 

— Registered voters living in the parish will be entitled to vote 
in the referendum.  The Plan will come into force if more 
than 50 percent of those that vote support the 
Neighbourhood Plan 

 

Legal Force 

— Once a Neighbourhood Plan is in place, it carries legal 
weight.  Decision makers are obliged to take it into account 
when they consider proposals for development in Ardingly 
Parish 

Next Steps  


