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Happy Christmas from all at Wakehurst Place
2012 has been
n a busy year here at Wakehurst and we are looking forward to celebrating the festive
festtiiv
ve season with
neighbours
friends and neigh
hbours from Ardingly who always support us so well.
well
A big event in the calendar was the 25th anniversary of the 1987 hurricane in October. The anniversary was an
opportunity to look back at the devastation wreaked left by the storm and reflect on the outstanding success of work to
restore the gardens in the aftermath. It was also a chance to look to the future – this year around 200 new trees have
been planted around the estate as part of ongoing work to extend Wakehurst’s collection of trees.
David Marchant, our logistics manager and well known village resident, planted a Eucalyptus tree in Coates’ Wood to
mark the anniversary of the storm. David was one of a number of our current staff who were involved in the clear up
operation after the hurricane, and those living in Ardingly back in 1987 will remember what a huge task that was.
Also this year we have seen the opening of a new seed production site for Kew’s UK Native Seed Hub where a variety
of wild flowers are being grown to provide vital supplies of seeds for conservation projects around the country to
restore wildflower meadows and grasslands. A selection of giant willow sculptures of flowers and seeds by renowned
sculptor Tom Hare have been installed at the site, and elsewhere around the gardens, and a new ‘trunk hopping’ play
space is the latest addition to our children’s natural play features.
Now we are preparing for Christmas and we hope you will be able to join us for one of our special events (for full
details check our website www.kew.org or call 01444 894067) or a seasonal stroll around the gardens.
Happy Christmas
Andy Jackson
Head of Wakehurst Place

With many thanks to our sponsor:
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Message from our Chairman
We may not have had the Autumn we all wanted, but the leaves
over the recent weeks have been absolutely stunning. And it’s
good to see the reservoir topped up again. Although reservoirs are
clearly meant to rise and fall to take up the variations in rainfall, it
is reassuring when it is full!
Our Neighbourhood Plan progresses steadily and we have held
two more public presentations at the Horticultural Society Shows
and at the Church Centre. A number of people have taken the
opportunity to attend these and understand the direction we are
taking. We will be holding a number of consultations over the
coming weeks in order to finalise policies. Please do come along
and share your views. We would expect a first draft of the plan to
be available in the New Year. Keep your eyes on the website
www.ardingly.org as we will continue to post documents as they
are completed.
We have now appointed a highly recommended traffic consultant
who will work with the village to design traffic calming and
management measures. Given that traffic is a key issue for many
villagers, this is exciting news. This will be a natural fit with the
recent installation of pedestrian traffic lights on College Road.
In other road works, many people have been highly
inconvenienced by the road closure down West Hill over the past
weeks as workmen install a new high voltage cable to the substation down Church Lane. I think they were fairly surprised to
find hard sandstone only two feet underground so it has taken
them far longer than they had expected. This too is soon to pass.
I wish you all a fantastic end of year and a very Happy Christmas!

Dates for your Diary
30th November

Bingo at the British Legion Social Club,
20:00, £0.50 to non members, members free

1st December

Ardingly Christmas Fayre, Hapstead Hall,
12-17:00, Festive Stalls and Santa’s Grotto
SEAS Festive Food & Drink Fayre, South of
England Showground, 09:00-16:00
Carols and Lighting of the Ardingly Oak Tree,
17:00, just outside Hapstead Hall
Lighting of the Wakehurst Tree, 18:15, entry by
donation from 17:00. Choir, Children’s
activities, festive food & drink, gift shop open

2nd December

SEAS Festive Food & Drink Fayre, South of
England Showground, 09:00-16:00, £2.50 for
adults, £2.00 for students & senior citizens.
Society members and children under 16 yrs free

5th December

Parish Council Meeting, Hapstead Hall, 19:30

7th December

Senior Citizen Mince Pies and Music at
Ardingly College, 10:00 am, transport
available by contacting Iona Bulger on 01444
893267 or iona.mackay.bulger@ardingly.com

11th December

Traffic Calming Open Forum, 19:00, Hapstead
Hall

14th December

Annual Carols Evening at Wakehurst Place,
gates open at 17:00 and carols at 19:00, entry
by donation. Festive food and drink available,
children’s activities and gift shop will be open.

17th December

A toast to all Sagittarians!

Will Meldrum
Chair, Ardingly Parish Council

28th December

Bingo at the British Legion Social Club,
20:00, £0.50 to non members, members free

Ardingly Neighbourhood Plan Seeks Local
Development Plots

8th January

Parish Council Meeting, Hapstead Hall, 19.30

6th February

Horticultural Society presents, ‘Herbs - An Easy
Way To Spice Up Your Life!’, 20:00, St. Peter’s
Church Centre, tickets available soon

As part of the preparation of our Neighbourhood Plan which will
guide the future of the village and the wider parish over the next
20 years, there may be a need to accommodate some new
development. The Parish Council is asking that landowners
submit details of land which might be available for possible
development. All sites put forward by landowners for potential
development will be discussed and assessed by the Parish Council
to then determined whether or not to include them in the
Neighbourhood Plan. Please be aware that the submitted details
cannot be treated as confidential.
Please get in touch directly with the Parish Council prior to 7th
December should you wish to have your land included within the
planning for the future of Ardingly.

Mid- Sussex
Osteopathic & Sports Injury Clinic
Treatments available
Osteopathy, Cranial Osteopathy, Sports Injury,
Rehabilitation, Sports Massage and Gait Analysis
We treat a wide range of joint/muscle aches and pains

Call us to book a FREE consultation and
get 50% OFF your first treatment

01342 712266

The Ark, Mount Lane, Turners Hill, RH10 4RA
Crawley Down Medical Centre, Bowers Place, Crawley Down, RH10 4HY

Lollipop Lady - A New Feature on the High
Street

School Notes
Staff and Pupils at St. Peter’s
recently celebrated 25 years of
being in their new school. Miss
Catherine Fletcher, Headteacher
at the time, came to talk to the
pupils in Key Stage 2 about the
move from the old school to the
new, which took place shortly
after the 1987 storm.
Mrs
Barbara Lucas, a Teaching
Assistant at the time, came to talk
to Key Stage 1 pupils. All children took home a cup cake,
decorated for the occasion with the school symbols. A pupil from
the old school, James Wilson, was also there to join us and share
his experience of the move.

After a successful campaign led by concerned parents to make it
safer to cross the High Street and walk to school, we now
welcome Mrs. Teri Mase as
Ardingly’s School Crossing
Patrol Officer, more fondly
referred to as the Lollipop
Lady. She is a local resident
who has stepped forward to
help support our school
children.
She knows St.
Peter’s very well as her
daughter attended and had
Mrs. Pearson as her teacher.
Now a grandmother she
recognises how important her
role is. She can be spotted
during term time supervising
crossing of the High Street at
the entrance to the Recreation
Ground.

After school, Parents, Staff, Ex Staff, Governors and friends of the
school joined together to share memories and also took the
opportunity to celebrate the success of the Outstanding Ofsted
which took place earlier this year. A Celebratory cake displaying
the school’s logo was kindly presented by Ardingly College.
The term seems to be flying by. This term Class 4 have visited the
Imperial War Museum whilst Class 5 went to Brighton see an
advance screening of Frankenweenie. Class 3 will be visiting
Preston Manor later this month, dressing up for the day as
Victorians, which is their class topic.

Traffic calming continues to be
a much discussed topic on the
Parish Council.
Consultants
have now been appointed to carry out a Comprehensive Traffic
Appraisal of Ardingly with a view to recommending solutions for
issues of traffic speed and pedestrian safety.

As I write this I can hear Christmas songs being practised which
serves as a reminder that Christmas is just around the corner. We
are very much looking forward to our Christmas Nativities, the
Carol Service in church, a performance by our local bell ringing
group Cacophony and our much anticipated annual trip to
Ardingly College for Christmas Lunch.

One of the first stages is to gain insight from the people living in
the village to identify the key areas of concern. An open forum is
organised for 11th December at 19:00 at Hapstead Hall. All are
welcome to this event where our consultants will outline details of
the study and explain a new approach to traffic calming in rural
villages. There will be an opportunity for residents to express their
views and ask questions. Be sure to make time amongst the busy
holiday season to just drop in and have a say in how you would
like to see traffic managed in our village. The study is expected to
be completed by the end of March 2013.

Cath Pearson
Head Teacher

Children’s Boutique

“delightful, contemporary, traditional and handcrafted”

Nannies • Nanny PAs
Babysitters • Mobile Crèche
Housekeepers • Mother’s Help

Toys & Gifts
Children’s Boutique is
our ﬁrst store and is one
of a kind, specialising in
contemporary designs for
children’s accessories.
Based in the heart of
West Sussex our goal
is to offer exclusive and
rare products: designs
that captivate, inspire
and work.

• Free gift wrap service
• Baby change facilities
• Free parking

Trustworthy, premier,
established agency,
passionate about
great childcare.
For the ﬁnest service
call 01444 891677

1 Devon House, Street Lane, Ardingly, West Sussex RH17 6SZ

www.harmonyathome.co.uk

www.harmonyathome.co.uk/shop
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St Peter’s Primary School Choir Sings at
Ardingly College
The choir of St Peter’s joined others from Danehill Primary
School, Holy Trinity in Cuckfield and Lindfield Primary School, to

singing the beautiful African Souallé and Holy Trinity a lovely
version of Believe. The large choir from Lindfield gave a spirited
medley of songs from The Sound of Music, complete with actions,
and all the choirs joined together to perform Rutter’s moving Irish
Blessing.
Gerry Burgess, who directs the St Peter’s Choir, said, “It was a
great opportunity for the children to perform in such a large and
impressive building. The Choral Day and rehearsals were brilliant
as always and really good fun.”
The audience was also treated to several numbers by VOCES8
themselves and the finale, Twist and Shout, had everyone joining
in with the chorus and attempting a hand jive.
Barney Smith, Musical Director of VOCES8, said, “We have really
enjoyed working with five extremely talented choirs over the past
couple of days. All of us at VOCES8 had a wonderful education in
music and we are glad to be able to give that back.”

put on a wonderful concert for their parents in a packed Chapel
on Thursday 8th November as part of Ardingly College’s fourth
Choral Day.
The previous day Andrea Haines from VOCES8, the young a
capella group who are Ardingly’s Choral Ensemble in Residence,
had gone to St Peter’s to help rehearse a traditional North
American Indian Canoe Song with the 12-strong choir. They then
practised this challenging two-part song the following day in the
Chapel and in the concert the young choir, with children from
years 3 to 6, rose splendidly to the occasion, giving an excellent
performance.
The concert also included Ardingly Prep School Choir giving a
performance of Laudamus Te from Vivaldi’s Gloria, Danehill

Central Heating Power Flushing

Crossing Signal at Ardingly College
There has been a great deal of activity along College Road as
Ardingly College installs a new signal controlled Puffin style
pedestrian crossing and equipment. This is to ensure safe crossing
for students and other organisations using the facilities across from
the school grounds which is currently an uncontrolled crossing
point.
The crossing will include pedestrian beepers and rotating tactile
devices to aid those with visual impairments to cross safely along
with the installation of 6 new street lighting columns to highlight
approaches to crossing.
Temporary two-way traffic lights will be used throughout the
duration of the scheme to allow work to be carried out safely.
Work is to be concluded in the coming weeks.

Remembrance Day Sunday
A sombre day bathed in sharp Autumn
colours was marked with all local uniform
groups parading along Street Lane to the the
Remembrance Day service at St. Peter’s
Church.
The colour parties were led by
Standard Bearer Graham Simmonds, Fiona
Thompson, Roy Tester and Vic Stone of the
British Legion. Within the service the mere 9
year old, Brendon Connellan played the
French Horn to sound both the Last Post and
Reveille following the poignant two minutes
silence.
Reverend Crutchley gave an
inspiring sermon and recognised the many
from Ardingly who gave their lives during the wars. There were
30 men who gave their lives in the First World War, 12 in the
Second Word War and 5 civilian casualties in the Second World
War.
And an additional note of thanks goes to Graham Simmonds who
has also stepped forward to be our new local Poppy Appeal
Organiser who can be contacted through the local British Legion.

Progress on the Ardingly Neighbourhood Plan
As you know, the Government is encouraging Parish Councils to
produce their own Neighbourhood Plans. This is an opportunity
to influence how the parish develops over the next twenty years.
It is very much a community process and we continue to need
your feedback and involvement to ensure it reflects the villages
priorities.
One element of the Neighbourhood Plan will be to identify how
much housing is needed in the parish and where the best places
are for development. This will be balanced against the need to
protect the essential characteristics and setting of the village and
ensure that there is sufficient infrastructure. It is important that
everyone in the parish has the opportunity to express their views
because the Plan will be subject to approval by public referendum
before it can be adopted. Government funding has enabled us to
undertake a series of studies including a Landscape Appraisal and
Housing Needs Survey. These can be viewed on the village
website www.ardingly.org
Community engagement has included a village survey,
consultations with businesses, land owners and young people,
plus a series of open days. Meetings of focus groups are planned
to help identify aims, objectives and options for policies. Please
let us know if you would like to take part. The draft Plan is
expected to be published for public consultation in Spring 2013.

Save The Date: Ardingly Uncovered By Our
Own Local History ‘Detectives’
Once again the History Society is holding its two day biennial
Exhibition next March on 23rd and 24th March in Hapstead Hall
from 10:00 to 17:00.
Last year’s two day
event led to 350
people enjoying
browsing the
displays and
discovering so
much about
Ardingly Village
and its history over
the years. Many of
the
older
generation of
Ardinians were
able to add to and
improve upon
some of the
S o c i e t y ’ s
information.
It
was also an
opportunity for a
bit of personal
research. We now
have in excess of
120 files, put
together by our
Chairman Roy
Te s t e r a n d o u r
Archivist Clive
Izard, files which are always available on request for your use.
Roy and Clive are usually around to give help, if required, on a
Tuesday morning in the small Hapstead Hall.
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This year we have added more displays, namely The River Ouse,
Hapstead, The Post Office, the College and the Centenary of the
1914-18 War. There may be more if members of the Committee
have time to produce them!
Who knows you may be enchanted with all that is on show and
encouraged to join the Society!
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Training and support for dogs and their owners
All breeds at any age can be helped.
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I am a fully qualified Dog Listener, having completed extensive
training with PURE Dog Listeners. I have been around dogs my
whole life and am passionate about working with them and
their owners, to help find a happy and relaxed bond between
them.
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Call or email for more information
Georgina@howshounds.com



07815 152781

5

  

    

Road To Balcombe Soon To Be Open Again!
Many of us will have been somewhat disgruntled as we attempted
our regular travels around the reservoir and discovered that in fact
the road really was closed. Trade at Fellows Bakery has slowed
and refuse and recycling delayed. The good news is that this is
nearing an end!
UK Power Networks has been carrying out essential work to
divert some high voltage cables to maintain secure power
supplies for customers in Ardingly. The work involves excavating
trenches and installing a pipeline, through which 308metres of
cable will be pulled and connected to the network.
In order to safely carry out this work it has been necessary to
close a section of West Hill between the junction with Church
Lane and Sandhole Wood since November 5. The road closure
and diversion are due to remain in place until November 26.

THE ARDINGLY INN
The
relaxed
pub
nestled
in the
heart of
Ardingly - a unique pub dining
experience.

Project manager Allen Aldridge said: "We apologise to villagers
for the inconvenience this has caused and would like to thank
them for their patience while we've been undertaking this
essential work. We can assure the residents that we have been
working to complete the project and reopen the road as quickly
as possible." UK Power Networks has liaised closely with West
Sussex County Council in planning the work.

Real Ale, Real Food and
G
Great Accommodation
We have a take-away
menu. Drop in or call us
on 01444 892 214

Christmas Bin Collections
Thank you for continuing to recycle during 2012! You can see
your collection calendars by entering your postcode and address
on the Collection Day Info. page on www.midsussex.gov.uk. Bin
hangers with details are being distributed in the coming weeks.
For those with a usual Wednesday collection, the changes are:
Thursday 27th Dec: Recycling
Thursday 3rd Jan: Landfill
Refuse and Recycling collections resume as normal from Monday
7th January 2012.

Christmas Tree Recycling
If you choose to have a real Christmas tree this holiday season,
please recycle it! Bring it to the Ardingly Recreation Ground, off
the High Street between between Wednesday 2nd January and
Friday 18th January 2013. Trees will be composted locally.

Santa in the Park
Sunday 9th December in Victoria Park, Haywards Heath The
British Heart Foundation (BHF) is
running a 3 mile fun run
(registration at 9:45, run at
1 0 : 3 0 ) o r a 1 m i l e wa l k
(registration at 10:45, walk at
11:15). Registration includes a
free Santa Suit and all proceeds
are donated to the BHF. Cost is
£12 for 16+, £7 for 10-16yrs and
free for under 10 (Note under 10s will not receive a Santa
suit, but fancy dress is welcome!). Details available at
Fellows Bakery, Dolphin Leisure Centre or on-line
www.bhf.org.uk/haywardsheathsantajog

A Very Merry Christmas to all our loyal Customers
A & C Village Cars
Airport Journeys:

01444 892 393

Gatwick: £20

Local Journeys:
Haywards Heath Rail
Station: £7

Heathrow: £60

After midnight and before
6am: £10

Stansted: £85
Same price for drop off,
pick-up, no matter the
time.

Happy to provide help
with shopping or
appointments, just ring
us and ask.

markjohnlester@hotmail.co.uk

Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH17 6UF

redeveloping our website and we will be introducing an eticketing option for our shows, but more of that next time.

Showground Notes
Christmas is coming as is
evident every time we go to
the shops but before we think
about that I would just like to
update you with what has
been happening on the
showground since late
summer. On the first
weekend in October we
enjoyed our first dry Show of
the year and we had a wonderful weekend which I hope many of
you shared with us. We are, year on year, striving to increase the
‘country pursuits’ element of the Autumn Show & Game Fair so if
there is anything you would particularly like to see or ideas that
you would like us to look into, please get in touch.

If you would like to be more involved with the Showground we
are always delighted to welcome new volunteers to help us at the
Shows and our education events.
Merry Christmas and may 2013 be a happy, healthy and
successful year for us all.
Fiona Malcolm
Commercial & Marketing Director, South of England Showground
01444 892700 or fiona.malcolm@seas.org.uk

We had another first in October – our brand new Countryside
Careers Day for Year 11 students of schools in the region who are
making decisions about subject options and possible future career
choices. Many exhibitors came to share their expert knowledge
with the students on subjects as diverse as wine production and
land management to forestry and engineering. We had staff from
all the local land based colleges on hand to offer advice on
gaining qualification for the different workplace options and there
was a wide range of hands-on activity. We see this as a natural
partner to our now well established ‘Connect with the
Countryside Day’ for primary school students and are already
planning for next year.
Before we get there however we have our final Show of the year,
the Festive Food & Drink Fayre on the 1st and 2nd of December,
coinciding with the Village Christmas Fayre, so no excuses –
whilst you are out and about pop up to the Showground to find
some Christmas treats!
2013 is going to be an exciting year for the Showground with
some obvious changes that you will notice. Before my next
update to you, we will have a brand new marketing strategy to
encourage new visitors to the Shows and also new customers to
use the facilities during the rest of the year – we are told we are
the best kept secret in Sussex! We are also working on

STEPHEN GALLICO
SOLICITORS
We have specialist solicitors working in all areas of law including:Probate and Administration of Estates
Tax Planning and Inheritance Tax Saving
Wills and Trusts
Powers of Attorney
Elderly Client Matters
Residential and Commercial Property Matters
Employment
Matrimonial Matters
Personal Injury
Stephen Gallico Solicitors is a trading name of Gray Hooper Holt LLP
who are proud sponsors of The Mid Sussex Football League

Conveniently located at Merlin House, 6 Boltro Road, Haywards Heath, West Sussex, RH16 1BB
Clients are most welcome to visit our offices or we are happy to arrange home visits if this is more suited to your needs
Tel: 01444 411333

Website: www.grayhooperholt.co.uk
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EDUCATION
Angels & Urchins Toddler Group
Ardingly Activity Centre
Ardingly College
Ardingly College Music School
Bluebell Montessori Nursery
St. Peter's C. of E. Primary School
St. Peter's Pre-School

892332
892549
893000
893271
892376
892314
07969 890 907

WORSHIP
St. Peter's Anglican Church
SHOPS
Fellows Bakery
Gallery Cafe
Harmony at Home
Peking Chef Takeaway
Post Office
Studio 5 Hairdressers

Your Councillors
Will Meldrum: (Chair) willmeldrum@yahoo.com or 891520
Mick Brixey:(Vice Chair) mickbrixey@btinternet.com or 892245
George Ruse: georgeruse@hotmail.co.uk or892717

Tim Clement: tim.clement@02.co.uk or 891980
Pam Dennis: pamela@dennisfamily.co.uk or 892692
Ken Monk: 892857
Nick Moorey: nick.moorey@btinternet.com or892727
Fiona Rocks: fmumme@aol.com or891716
Don Walker: marilynjanetwalker@yahoo.co.uk or 892022

Have Your Say
Villagers are always welcome to come in and share views or
concerns on all local matters with the Parish Clerk every week on
Tuesdays from 10:00-12:00 in the Hapstead Hall Reading Room.
During the festive period, however, please note that the Parish
Office will be closed, re-opening on Tuesday 8th January. If it is
something urgent, the Parish Clerk can be contacted directly on
01444 226 209 or on ardinglypc@hotmail.co.uk

01444

01444

230 230

410 410

Burgess Hill

Haywards Heath

Station Taxis

892257
07981 784880
891677
892333
892201
892602

MEDICAL
Lindfield Medical Centre

484056

SPORTS
Ardingly Activity Centre
Badminton Club
Cricket Club
Football Club
Short Mat Bowls
Swimming Club
Tennis Club
Tennis Courts for Hire

892549
892064
892012
891010
892558
892113
892064
892457

SOCIAL / HOBBIES
Ardingly Country Market
Ardingly History Society
Ardingly Horticultural Society
Ardingly Twinning Association
Ardingly Village Club
Ardingly Women’s Institute
Ardingly British Legion
St. Peter’s Church Centre for Hire
Hapstead Hall for Hire

Rowena Chalk: rjchalk02@aol.com or892206
Sarah Chapman: jsrj123@aol.com or892681

892332

Housebound Reader Service
Koorana Centre, Sayso Hall
South of England Agricultural Society
Tanzen Dance Academy
Wakehurst Place

892147
892425
892007
892012
892457
892717
892313
892332
07565098312
jayemes@tiscali.co.uk
891235
810295
892700
01342 321982
894066

YOUTH GROUPS
Ardingly Beavers
Ardingly Cubs
Ardingly Guides
Ardingly Rainbows & Brownies
Ardingly Scouts
St. Peter's Church Children's Activities
Youth Club

892769
892769
892717
892717
892769
892346
891716

CHARITIES
Ardingly Old Jeshwang Association
NSPCC

892431
892692

PUBS
Ardingly Inn
Gardeners Arms
The Oak
The White Hart

892214
892328
892244
01342 715217

POLICE - Local PCSO 0845 60 70 999 EXT. 21909
The Ardingly Village Voice is published by
the Ardingly Parish Council
Please submit all content to VillageVoice.Ardingly@gmail.com for
our Spring issue by February 11th 2013. Should you have an
advertising inquiry please email or call 01444 226 349 to discuss.

