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Happy Christmas from all at Wakehurst!!
2010 has been a busy year at Wakehurst and we hope you will join us to celebrate the festive season in style.

Highlights during  the year have included  celebrating  the 30th anniversary of the beautiful Loder Valley nature reserve, a display of rare and 
endangered  plants to mark International Day for Biological Diversity,  opening  a new children’s natural play area featuring  woven willow 
tunnels, returning threatened plants to the wild following conservation work, and our summer music festival.

Now we are all looking  to the Christmas festivities which promise to be as popular as ever. Our neighbours and  friends in Ardingly have 
always played a big part in these events and we look forward to welcoming you again this year.

Looking  ahead to next year, 2011 is the International Year of Forests and our February half term activities (Feb  21 to 25) will  be all  about 
helping children to find out more about the wonder of trees.

Trees will  also play a part in two forthcoming  adult education events, a Seasonal Stroll on January 20 which will include winter tree 
identification, and a talk on the Ancient Trees of Great Britain on February 24. (For more details ring 894310 or email adulted@kew.org)

Happy Christmas and thank you for your continued support throughout the year!

py
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Wakehurst Christmas Festival Events
Christmas Sundays, December 5th, 12th and 19th

Enjoy a host of  family activities; Santa Claus will be in residence 
in the Elizabethan Mansion,  where visitors can also join in 
Christmas wreath and tree decoration making  (separate charge 
applies).

Follow a Christmas discovery trail, highlighting  seasonal plants 
around  the gardens, with wandering  carol singers adding  to the 
festive cheer.

Refreshments will be available and  the Visitor Centre shop will be 
hosting  demonstrations and special events.   Visitors can also dine 
in style in the Elizabethan Mansion (Booking  essential for these 
Mansion Christmas lunches, call 894040).

Carols Evening Round the Tree, Friday December 17th

Local  choirs  and bands will lead  the singing  at the popular Carols 
Evening.

Gates  open at 4.30pm and the carols  will  begin at 7pm. 
Admission is free although there will be a collection during  the 
evening  to support the work of Kew at Wakehurst, including 
Kew’s Millennium Seed Bank.

Refreshments available, the shop  will  be open and a children’s 
workshop will take place in the Mansion from 6pm to 8pm. 

Wishing you all a very
happy festive season!

We now have seven 
refurbished ensuite rooms

and
catering for all functions

Village Plan Finalised

At last, our Community Led Village Plan has been finalised by the 
Steering  Group.  Two years in preparation, the Plan was adopted 
by the Parish Council on 2nd November, and it will  shortly be 
published on line at www.ardingly.org    If you prefer, paper 
copies  will be available to look at or buy at the Parish Council 
office on Tuesday mornings.

We consulted widely on issues facing  the village, sending 
questionnaires  to all households, plus  letters to local businesses, 
clubs and organisations. Altogether, over 200 written responses 
were received and  these have been used  to draw up the aims and 
actions in the Plan.

So what issues attracted the most comment?

1. Traffic and road safety
2. Anti social behaviour/youth engagement/policing
3. Support for local retailers

These three issues, which mattered most to you, have been given 
a high priority in the Plan.

By their nature most of the improvements will be implemented 
via the Parish Council. Some of the projects  will  need  sustained 
effort  to bring  about success, others can be achieved quickly and 
at  little cost.  However to be successful we need your help either 
as  a resident or part of an interest  group to provide enthusiasm 
and  support. It is crucial that at every stage we keep everyone up 
to date with progress, through regular reports in the Village Voice 
and  on the village website, which incidentally is in the process of 
being  built.   With the support and involvement of the whole 
community, we can make the Village Plan a great success.

If  you would  like to help  with any aspect of the Plan,  please 
contact the Parish Clerk on 01444 459713 or email  
annerumble@msn.com

THE ARDINGLY INN

01444 892 214
www.ardinglyinn.com

Some Dates for Your Diary
Friday 10th December, 6.30pm, Carols under the Oak Tree

Sunday 23rd January 10am - Noon, refuse collection,the car park

Early January - Christmas Tree recycling  at the recreation ground - 
look in local press and on the Mid Sussex website for details
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ARDINGLY HISTORY SOCIETY EXHIBITION
to be held in HAPSTEAD HALL on

SATURDAY 19th MARCH from 11am-5pm
and

SUNDAY 20th MARCH from 10am-4pm

There will be a display of many items in the History Society's 
archives for visitors to browse through

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE AVAILABLE

Spring History Society Meetings: 
Tuesday 8th February - 'Past Pictures' 

Tuesday 8th March - AGM
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An Astronomical Success
A star pupil and her “astronomically clever” teacher at Ardingly 
College in West Sussex have had  a piece of  key research 
published in a major peer-reviewed scientific journal. 

Ana Jackson was only 17 and a sixth former at Ardingly when she 
co-authored research that analysed  data from the Hubble 
telescope.  She is believed to be the youngest person in the UK 
ever to have contributed  to a published piece of work of  this 
nature. 

She wrote it with her school’s Head  of  Physics, Dr Andrew Spiers 
and  renowned  astrophysicist Dr Roberto Mignani of University 
College,  London. The paper was written during  Ana’s summer 
placement at UCL’s Mullard  Space Science Laboratory in Surrey. 
As part  of her work she helped  to calibrate the energy radiated by 
a middle-aged Pulsar star. This involved  using  results obtained 
from both the Hubble and the ROSAT (X-ray) telescope. 

Dr Mignani said: “The paper produced  out of  the work done by 
Ana at MSSL last year has been accepted with flying  colours for 
publication in the journal, Astronomy and Astrophysics.  Having 
a scientific publication in a peer-reviewed professional journal 
might be an absolute first for a student of Ana's age.” 

Ana, who left Ardingly this year with top  marks in the 
International  Baccalaureate  Diploma,  said: “I was privileged to 
have worked with Dr Mignani and to have had  such 
astronomically  clever teachers at Ardingly. It’ll certainly  stand me 
in good stead for my future studies.”

The research findings were first presented at  a conference of 
astronomers  and  physicists in Greece last May and  are now 
published in the latest edition of Astronomy and Astrophysics.

Ana is just starting her first year reading Physics at UCL.

Writers Wanted!

If  you would like to try your hand at writing  and  would like to 
have it  published in the Village Voice, please do send it to us.  
Also if you’d  like to send  us an article about your club, society or 
school, we’d  love to hear from you.  Please send all content to 
merleatkins@tiscali.co.uk.

STEPHEN GALLICO 
S  O  L  I  C  I  T  O  R  S 

 

We provide a personal and professional legal service to private individuals, families, executors and trustees, 
and business people particularly in the areas of: 

� Probate & Administration of Estates  � Trust Administration 
� Tax Planning, Inheritance Tax Saving  � Powers of Attorney 

� Wills and Trusts  � Court of Protection 

We also deal with all residential property matters including: 

� Purchase & Sale of Property  �Mortgages 
� Property Sales for Executors & Trustees 

and all commercial property matters including: 

� Offices and Shops  �Licensed Premises 
� Industrial Units  Development Land 

In addition we can assist both employees and employers on work related matters such as: 

� Termination of Employment  � Unfair Dismissal 
� Compromise Agreements  � Redundancy 
� Contract Negotiation  � Discrimination 

 

Conveniently located at Merlin House, 6 Boltro Road, Haywards Heath, West Sussex, RH16 1BB clients are most 
welcome to visit our offices, or we are happy to arrange home visits if this is more suited to your needs. 

Saturday morning appointments by arrangement. 

Tel:  01444 411333         Website:  www.sgallico.co.uk 

Chairman’s Message December 2010
I would  like to take this  chance to wish everybody a Happy 
Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.

We have just completed a new experiment where the village 
Christmas Fayre has been changed from the morning  to the 
afternoon. This has involved a number of changes which 
everybody has adapted to. It shows that we have a very dynamic 
and changing society which augers well for Ardingly in the future

This year the playground  project has been completed with a huge 
input  from both councillors, our clerk and from the village 
community.

Although we seem to be heading  into more challenging  times I 
think that with community involvement we will continue to show 
what we can all do together

Meetings  of the Parish Council are usually held  on the first 
Tuesday of the month. We welcome your input so we can truly 
represent your interests regarding our village

George Ruse
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Beautiful Apartment for Rent in the Algarve

One of 20 privately owned apartments set in secluded gardens at 
the resort town of Carvoeiro in Portugal’s beautiful Algarve. The 
comfortable accommodation for four includes: patios, pool and 
satellite TV/DVD. An extra bed for a child can be supplied. Set 
close to, but not in, the centre of town, it combines a peaceful 
location with good local shops, restaurants and beaches all  within 
easy walking distance.  A fantastic location for a wide variety of 
holiday choices: the area boasts excellent sports facilities, local 
history, picturesque walks, family  days out, sandy  beaches and 
delicious local  food for all tastes. A hire car is recommended but 
not essential. Taxi transfers available by arrangement.

For local information, brochure, price and availability contact Isobel 
Staynes / Rachel Kerr on 01444 482 986 or 

rachelkerr3@hotmail.com.  Bookings of two or more apartments 
can be arranged subject to availability.

Village Broadband: Your Help Needed!
In order to improve Broadband services in Ardingly we all need  to 
take action now.  Please take the time to respond to the two items 
below:

Race to Infinity
Log  on to www.racetoinfinity.bt.com, put in your postcode and 
press Vote Now.

Although we are not eligible to Win the Race, if 75% of our 
households vote, BT will engage with our community to see what 
improvements can be made.

West Sussex County Council
Log  on to: www2.westsussex.gov.uk/customerinsight/
broadband.htm and fill out the questionnaire.

West Sussex County Council are carrying  out this survey in order to 
work with broadband providers to improve the quality and 
reliability of broadband provision.

By responding  to these two surveys, we will  put ourselves in the 
best position to improve our broadband.
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Music at St Peters
The Music at St Peter's concert  series has  now been established 
for over a year, and  is proving very popular.  There is one concert 
a term, featuring  young  professional musicians,  invited by Libby 
Burgess,  herself  a piano accompanist,  to come and  delight us 
with an evening  of music making  in Ardingly.  These outstanding 
musicians have included  singers and performers on violin, oboe 
and  flute - several of them seen on stage last summer at the BBC 
Proms. They give their time freely in exchange for a warm 
welcome from us!

No admission is charged, but we take a retiring  collection and 
have been able to give substantial donations from the proceeds to 
several charities of local  interest.   To date we have supported 
Hands of  Hope in Uganda, Chichester Diocesan Family Support 
Work, the Ardingly Old  Jeshwang  Association and most recently 
flood relief work in Pakistan through Tearfund.

The next concert is at St  Peter's Church on Saturday 12th 
February at 7.30 pm. After changing  plans for our September 
concert  in order to respond  to the urgent need for flood relief in 
Pakistan, the February concert will now be given in support  of the 
exciting  upgrade work taking  place at St  Peter's  Church Centre.
Once again there will  be a varied  programme which we hope will 
appeal to all ages and tastes; we look forward to welcoming you.

A Friend Passes On
Fred  Atkins, the dear husband of the Village Voice editor, Merle 
Atkins-Phang, passed away on the 28th October.

Michael (“Fred”) Atkins was a film poster artist and  the hand 
behind the posters for such well known films as “Get Carter” and 
“The Railway Children”.  

Fred  acquired his nickname from Colleagues at his first job  at 
FHK Henrion agency.  Apparently some of the older workers 
worried  so much about the teen they called him “Fret”,  which 
soon became Fred.

Fred  was a well  known face in the village; he was a church 
warden and a regular reader of lessons.

His  funeral was greatly attended  by many villagers and former 
colleagues; he will be missed.

Sustainability Event

Sustainability:  an interactive exploration of this much used 
buzz word.  What does it really mean?  What do we want to 
sustain?  What active steps can we all take to ensure a viable 

future?

The next day, Saturday 26th March, the event will continue at 
the Church Centre with stalls on renewable energy, composting 

and local food plus displays by school children and 
refreshments.

Friday, 25th March, 2011, 7.15pm for 7.30pm
St Peter’s Church Centre, Ardingly

Village Youth Club Re-Launched
The Youth Club  has been re-launched by West Sussex County 
Council and Action for Children Streetmate!  The people that  run 
it  are Jess, Pete and Becky.  They are excellent for equipping us 
with so many things to do.  We meet every Thursday at the 
Pavilion on the recreation ground from 6.30 – 8.30pm.  During 
the winter we are in the Pavilion, but when summer comes along 
we will  be on the recreation ground playing  rounders, football 
and doing many other activities.

At the Youth Club, we have lots of things to do including board 
games, a  television with a wide choice of  films, music and a tuck-
shop  which sells chocolate, crisps, fizzy drinks and  toasted 
sandwiches for low prices.

At the Youth Club  we also learn things.  Recently we’ve been 
talking  about human rights.  Although you may think it  sounds 
too educational and  you might not want that outside of school, 
it’s actually extremely interesting  to find out other people’s views.    
Pete is also very good at setting  up  group  activities; at the 
moment  we’re talking about  making  a short movie called  “The 
Sound  of Ardingly” which will be a little  joke on “The Sound  Of 
Music”.   We’re hoping to involve as many people as possible.  
Look forward to seeing you there!

By Charite Jane

News From St Peter’s Pre-School
We would  like everyone to join us  in saying 

good  bye and a very big  thank you to Mrs. 
Davina Hoad; we wish her all the best 
with the future! She has made a 
tremendous impact on the school and 
every child.  

SAVE THE DATE: 4th March 2011 
Nearly New Sale from 7:30pm at St. 
Peter’s Primary School. This is one of our 
our main fundraisers and  encourages us 

all to recycle.  Come and find a bargain and  enjoy a glass of 
wine.  Use this opportunity to have a clear out; we are happy to 
accept any donations of clothing or toys!
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2 244Tel: 01444 892

2011 Census Coming to a Letterbox 
Near You
On 27 March 2011 all residential households in the United 
Kingdom will  be taking  part  in a census. Since 1801 a day has 
been chosen every ten years for this  purpose. The census provides 
an excellent source of information about the population. This 
enables central and local government, health authorities and 
many other organisations to identify need for housing, education, 
health and transport services for years.

The census statistics also feed  into the allocation of funding  for 
local  authorities and  play a major part in identifying  need for 
local  services in communities, so it is crucial  the population 
estimate  is as accurate as possible. When the questionnaire 
envelope comes through the door you’ll easily  recognise it by the 
purple  2011 Census logo. Take care of it. If, like many people, 
you want to complete the questionnaire online, your individual 
internet code is on the front of the questionnaire. 

The 2011 Census doesn’t want anyone to be left out – so there is 
a wide range of help options available (such as language 
guidance booklets, large print format, Text  Relay and census field 
staff, as well as online help and telephone call centres). 

More information about the 2011 Census can be found  at: 
www.census.gov.uk

Snow Code: Government Guidance 
A “Snow Code” has been published by the government to act as 
guidance for dealing  with snow and  ice and Mid Sussex District 
Council is encouraging  all residents  to read it.  The “Snow Code” 
can be read  on Mid Sussex District  Council’s website where there 
is  also a great deal  of advice regarding  dealing  with any 
emergencies – www.midsussex.gov.uk/emergencies.

Mobile Surgeries, Sussex Police
Sussex Police will  be holding  a mobile surgery in Street Lane, 
Ardingly  on Monday 13th December between 10.00 – 11.00, 
providing  residents with the opportunity to speak of any concerns 
that they may have or simply to meet with them.

Village Flower Beds

Once again, a huge thank you to all the 
volunteers who maintain the flower beds in 

College Road and Street Lane, cut the grass outside 
Hapstead Hall and look after the planters in the 
middle of the village. Your hard work is greatly 

appreciated by everyone in the village. 
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Station Taxis

01444

230 230
Burgess Hill

01444

410 410
Haywards Heath
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Magazine Team
Editorial    Merle Atkins-Phang - 01444 892381
  merleatkins@tiscali.co.uk

Advertising  Jan Caswell - 07973 316 283

Distribution Ken Monk - 01444 892857

Technical Mike Denman - 01444 892344

Please submit all content for our March issue by February 15th

A big  thank you to everyone that has helped  out in any way on 
the Village Voice this year, no matter how small.  Without all your 
help, it  wouldn’t be possible.  Wishing  you all a very Happy 
Christmas!  M.A-P.

EDUCATION
Angels & Urchins Toddler Group 892712
Ardingly College 893000
Ardingly College Music School 893271
Bluebell Montessori Nursery 892376
St. Peter's C. of E. Primary School 892314
St. Peter's Pre-School 07969 890 907

WORSHIP
St. Peter's Anglican Church 892332

SHOPS
Artyfact Art Studio & Gallery 891799
Fellows Bakery 892257
Gallery Cafe 
Peking Chef Takeaway 892333
Post Office 892201
Studio 5 Hairdressers  892602

MEDICAL
Lindfield Medical Centre  484056

SPORTS
Ardingly Activity Centre 892549
Badminton Club  892064
Cricket Club 484318
Football Club 892733
Short Mat Bowls 892558
Swimming Club 892113
Tennis Club  892064
Tennis Courts for Hire 892457

SOCIAL / HOBBIES 
Ardingly Country Market  892147
Ardingly History Society  892425
Ardingly Horticultural Society 892007
Ardingly Twinning Association 892012
Ardingly Village Club 892486
Ardingly Women’s Institute  892717
British Legion 892313
Church Centre for Hire 892366
Hapstead Hall for Hire  892300
Housebound Reader Service 891235
Tanzen Dance Academy 891235

YOUTH GROUPS
Ardingly Beavers 892769
Ardingly Cubs 892769
Ardingly Guides  892717
Ardingly Rainbows 892717
Ardingly Scouts 892769
Church Youth Fellowship Association 892366
Explorers and Travellers 892717
Pathfinders 892482
Youth Club  892346

CHARITIES
Ardingly Old Jeshwang Association 892431
NSPCC 892692

PUBS
Ardingly Inn 892214
Gardeners Arms 892328
The Oak 892244
The White Hart  01342 715 217

POLICE - Local PCSO 0845 60 70 999  EXT. 21909

Parish Council Matters
The Parish Clerk,  Anne Rumble,  can be contacted at  P.O.Box 600, 
Haywards Heath, RH16 1WF.  Tel: 01444 459 713. Email: 
annerumble@msn.com.

Office: Tuesdays 10 am to Noon in Hapstead Hall.

Parish Council Meetings are held in Hapstead  Hall on the first 
Tuesday of every month starting  at 7.30pm. Meetings are open to 
the the public.  Time is set aside at the start of the meeting  for any 
questions.

The Parish Office will be closed on Tuesday, 21 December 2010 
and will re-open on Tuesday, 4 January 2011. 

Published by Ardingly Parish Council, West Sussex

Tennis Court Booking
If  you want to play tennis on the village courts, you don’t have to 
be a member of the tennis club.  Just  pick up the phone and call 
892457 and make a booking. Only £3  per hour. All are 
welcome!


