
 

• Neighbourhood Planning is being introduced by the 
Government through the Localism Bill (May 2012) 

• The Government wants to put power back into the 
hands of local residents, business, councils and civic 
leaders 

• Neighbourhood Planning is a new way for 
communities to decide the future of the places where 
they live, enabling us to: 

• Choose where we want new homes, shops and 
offices to be built 

• Have a say on what those buildings should look like 

• Grant planning permission for the new buildings we 
want to go ahead 

• The planning system helps decide what gets built, 
where and when.  It is a tool for economic growth, 
improving people’s quality of life, and protecting 
the natural environment 

• Importantly local communities cannot use 
Neighbourhood Planning to block the building of 
new homes and businesses if the Local Authority 
says development is required for economic growth 
and local need. 

• In Ardingly, the Parish Council will take the lead 
preparing a  Neighbourhood Plan for the Parish 
 

 
 

 
 

What Is Neighbourhood 
Planning ? 



 

 

 

 

 

How will it work? 

The Community decides to 
produce a Neighbourhood plan 

The Plan is prepared with support & advice from 
the District Council 

Community engagement is carried out by the Parish 
Council 

The Plan is submitted to the District Council to 
check for legal compliance and conformity with 

national and local policies 
 

The District Council carries out a further ‘pre-
examination’ public consultation 

 

The District Council appoints an independent and 
suitably qualified examiner who examines the Plan 
and responses to the pre-examination consultation 

 
Amendments recommended by the Examiner are 

made to the Plan 
 

A referendum is carried out, with a simple question 
such as ‘Should the Neighbourhood Plan be 

adopted?  Yes or No 
 

If over 50% of the voters agree, then the District 
Council must adopt the Neighbourhood Plan 



 

• With a Neighbourhood Plan, communities can 
establish general planning policies for the 
development and use of land within the 
neighbourhood 

• The Neighbourhood Plan will be able to say where 
new homes and offices should be built and what 
they should look like.  It can be detailed or general 
but should include: 

• The vision and objectives for our area 

• What, where, when and how our area will 
change to achieve our vision and objectives  

• What infrastructure needs to be provided and 
how this will be funded 

• Design principles and characteristics of the area 
that should be preserved 

• How we will work with partners and developers 
to deliver the Plan, measure its success and 
when it may be reviewed 

Preparing a Neighbourhood Plan 



District Plan - Mid Sussex 

 
•The Mid Sussex District Plan is the over-arching document 
into which the Neighbourhood Plans of the Parishes will fit. 
 

•The District Plan replaces previous Local Plans and is due to 
come into force in mid 2013 
 

•The District Plan identifies 10600 dwellings to be built in Mid 
Sussex and this number must be achievable for the Plan to be 
valid. 
 

•Housing numbers already allocated to the Villages of Mid 
Sussex in the District Plan must be achieved. 
 

•If numbers are not achieved, the District Plan will be invalid or 
sites will be allocated by the District Council to achieve the 
Plan. 
 

•The District Plan also sets out the District Council’s vision and 
terms for economic growth, spatial development, 
infrastructure provision and wellbeing in the District. 
 

The Draft District Plan can be viewed at ; 

•www.midsussex.gov.uk/8264.htm?pageid=3168 

•Or navigate www.midsussex .gov.uk -  environment and planning - district plan. 

 

 

District Plan for Mid   
                     Sussex 

http://www.midsussex.gov.uk/8264.htm?pageid=3168


District Plan - Mid Sussex – Housing Numbers 

 
•The District Plan proposes 10600 dwellings to be built up to 
2031 

 

 

 
 

 

Of this  

•4300 are already committed, have sites agreed and  

•3500 – 4000 are planned around Burgess Hill 
 

Which leaves (minimum values) 

2300 to 2800 to be provided elsewhere in Mid Sussex 

 

 

 

 

 

•These are to be allocated in the towns of Haywards Heath 
and East Grinstead and in the villages of Mid Sussex 

 

Ardingly is being asked to allocate some of these 2300 to 
2800 dwellings.  

District Plan for Mid   
                     Sussex 

District Plan Total 
560 houses a year 
10,600 in total over 20 years 

Remaining to be allocated 
115 to 140 houses a year 
2300 – 2800 in total over 20 years 



• The CIL is a new system requiring builders/ developers to 
make a contribution to local infrastructure for each new 
building they construct.  New homes, commercial premises, 
and even large extensions will have the levy applied. 

 

•The funds collected will be held by Mid Sussex District Council 
and then distributed to parish councils to spend according to 
priorities decided by the local community and set out in their 
Neighbourhood Infrastructure Plan. 
 

How much is the infrastructure levy? 

•The Levy will be a fixed, non-negotiable charge relative to the 
size and type of the development. Mid-Sussex District Council 
are proposing the following: 

 

 

 

•Residential developments in a village attract a higher charge 
than those in towns. Other types of development, such as 
commercial or leisure, attract different levels. 
 

•Typical CIL for a 3 bedroomed house of 96m2 would be £20,000.  
 

Further District CIL information can be viewed at ; 

• www.midsussex.gov.uk/8330.htm 

•Or navigate www.midsussex .gov.uk -  environment and planning – planning policy - CIL 
 

 

 

Community Infrastructure Levy 
(CIL) 

For Residential development in a ‘village zone’: £210/ m2  
For Residential development in a ‘rural zone’:    £235/ m2  

http://www.midsussex.gov.uk/8330.htm


There is no legal requirement for a community to prepare a 
Neighbourhood Plan  

 
•The policies in the District Plan will still apply to our Parish, 
whether we decide to prepare a Neighbourhood Plan or not.   
•Having a fully adopted Neighbourhood Plan allows us to 
influence the location, type, mix and design of any development.  
•Having a housing allocation attracts funds for Infrastructure 
needs. 
•Having a Plan allows us to safe guard things we value. 
•Creating a Neighbourhood Plan should bring our community 
together, be stronger and more united for having gone through 
the process. It should be a positive force for change and will give 
us more control over what happens in our neighbourhood.  
 

 
 
 
•Not having an allocated site for development may mean Ardingly 
is allocated development chosen by Mid Sussex District Council if 
quotas are not made elsewhere. 
•Not having a Plan will mean Ardingly receives little or no money 
for Infrastructure needs in the future. 
•Not having a plan may leave Ardingly open to speculative 
development. 
•Creating a Plan costs time and money 

•It could cause conflict and be difficult to formulate a 
consensus Plan. 
 
 

 
 

 Neighbourhood Plan 

Pros 

Cons 



Developing the plan  

  
 
 
 
 

SUGGESTED VISION 

 

• Our vision for Ardingly is a village that promotes 
sustainable, vibrant economic activity. Our vision is 
for an inclusive, safe community that has a strong 
sense of pride and that has a strong responsibility 
to protect the outstanding landscape setting of the 
parish.’ 

 

 

 

 

 



Developing the plan  

  
 
 
 
 

SUGGESTED PRIORITY THEMES 

 

• Protect and enhance the natural and built 
environment of Ardingly 

• Promote economic vitality within the parish 

• Ensure a cohesive and safe village community 

• Ensure that the community has a high quality and 
healthy lifestyle 

• Reduce the impact of traffic in the village 

• Increase the self sufficiency and sustainability of the 
village 

• Retain the distinctive village character of Ardingly 

• Ensure that necessary infrastructure and services 
are provided in the village and that all the 
community has access to them. 

 

 

 

 

 

•   

 



• It is a legal requirement for our Neighbourhood Plan  Area 
accepted by the District Council. 
 

• Ardingly Parish Council is proposing the parish boundary 
to be our Plan Area. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Plan Area 



Built-up Village 
Boundary 

• The only current development permitted outside the defined 
built-up area has to be for the purposes of agriculture, for 
some other use which has to be located in the countryside, or 
contributes to the vitality of the rural economy. 

• Under the new legislation areas outside the boundary could 
be developed if “sustainability”is proved. 

 



What is Infrastructure ? 

•Infrastructure is the development necessary to 
contribute to a sustainable community. It can include 
schools, sports facilities, transport, culture, green 
infrastructure, community, health and social care facilities 

 

Forming a Village Infrastructure Plan 

•Ardingly’s infrastructure needs might include: 

 

• A new classroom for the Primary school 

• Improved Pedestrian facilities (better pavements,  
crossing points and safety) 

• Additional Parking areas 

• Improved facilities at the Pavilion or even a new pavilion  
(e.g. for youth, doctor’s surgery, indoor sports, internet 
cafe) 

• More facilities for retired residents. 

• Allotments 

 

Forming an Infrastructure Plan within the Neighbourhood 
Plan will set out our goals over the next 20 years. 

 

 

Infrastructure Needs 



Types of Development 

Mixed 
Development 
A mix of housing types 
built within the same 

development e.g. some 
affordable, some market 

value. 

 Open market  
Housing 

Housing at market value, 
without any subsidy and 

available to all. 

 

Affordable 
Housing 

Not available on the open 
market. Open to rent or 

purchase by eligible 
families/ individuals who 
could not afford to buy 

property/ live in the village. 

Retirement 
Housing 

Housing only available for 
purchase by those who are 

retired. 

Commercial 
Development 

Shops, Offices, Business 
facilities 



Current Housing Stock  

  
 
 
 
 

• Currently there are approximately 700 dwellings in the 
village 

 

• The mix house size in our village is typical for Sussex 

 

• Currently there are 66 social housing units owned by 
Affinity Sutton 

 

• There are also 14 units in a rural exception site owned by 
Hyde 

 

• During the period 1990-2002 64 social housing units were 
sold to tenants under the government “right-to-buy” 
scheme 

 

• In 2011 there were fifteen households on the MSDC 
Common housing register with a housing need 

 

 



Village Survey 

• The village survey was completed by over 315 households 
• Over 50% of respondents feel there should be housing 

development in Ardingly over the next 20 years: 
 

52%

36%

12%

Yes

No

Don't Know

• In terms of number of houses, there was a normal 
distribution centralised around 16-30 houses: 
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• In terms of housing that should be built, there is most 
support for Family Homes for Sale and Home for Retirees.  
There is less support for Social Housing for Rent with less 
than 50% of respondents supporting that type of housing.  

 

Village Survey 
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•The Neighbourhood Plan must identify sites for potential 
development over the next 20 years.  

•Mid Sussex District Council has identified some sites around the 
village as ‘available’, based on  land-owner submissions.   

 

 

Potential Development 
Sites  

• Please note, 
Ardingly Parish 
Council has not 
proposed these 
sites.  
 

• These sites and 
others would 
need to be 
assessed by the 
Neighbourhood 
Plan. 
 



Key Dates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outline programme for Neighbourhood Plan 
 
Nov 2011   Parish Council resolved to prepare Neighbourhood Plan. 
Feb 2012   Frontrunner funding of £20,000 awarded from  
  Department of Communities and Local Government. 
Spring 2012  Information gathering and surveys. 
May 2012   Designation of Plan Area and consultation on  
  sustainability objectives. 
June 2012   Neighbourhood Plan Open days 
Aug/ Sept 2012 Publication of draft Plan and Sustainability Appraisal  
  (6 week consultation) 
Nov 2012   Consider responses and make amendments to Plan 
Dec 2012   Submit Plan to District Council to check compliance 
   with policy(6 week publicity) 
Spring 2013  MSDC appoints examiner/ examination takes place 
  / examiner’s decision issued 
Summer 2013  Referendum 
    
 If outcome positive, District Council adopts Neighbourhood Plan 
 
 
This programme will depend on progress of the Mid Sussex District Plan and  
abolition of the SE Regional Plan, which is currently awaited 

 



What will it cost ? 

•It will cost up to £20,000 to undertake a Neighbourhood Plan.  

•The Parish Council has been granted funding of £20,000 from 
the Department for Communities and Local Government to 
produce a plan 

•There should therefore not be any cost falling on residents 
for the preparation of the plan. 

 

 

What will it entail ? 

• Producting a plan will entail producing a sustainability 
appraisal, environmental assessments, landscape 
assessments, traffic study and a housing needs survey. 

•It will entail consultation, surveys collection of evidence and 
skillful drafting. 

Costs 



 
• The Plan will take around 18 months from start to finish, 

although this is dependent on the consultation and 
scrutiny stages. 

 

• Mid Sussex District Council have identified that June 2013 
is the earliest practical date for the over-arching District 
Plan to be formally adopted.   

 

• Ardingly Parish Council  aims to publish a draft Plan this 
summer, and to have it adopted by early summer 2013. 

 

• A Referendum could be held in May 2013 but this is 
dependent on Mid Sussex District Council. 

 

 

 

Timeline 


