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Christmas is coming for busy Ardingly College students
The now traditional Music and Mince Pies
morning is on offer as Ardingly College throws
open its doors to village senior citizens.
It is also marks a busy time for the College both
at home and abroad. Many may have seen the
huge crane in the school grounds. It marks the
start of a £4million STEM investment in a new
three storey science building which is being
constructed next to the existing facility.
The building replaces the two single storey labs
which were built in the 1970s and will provide
a home for the Design Technology department
which will relocate from its current facility by
the Pre Prep along with five new laboratories.
The new building will open by Easter next year
and the entire existing science facility will be
refurbished in a rolling programme over the
next three years with work on the two ground
floor Physics labs having been completed last
summer.
TES awards
Ardingly College was shortlisted for the 2018 TES Schools Awards in the STEM category, which put the school among the most outstanding
individuals and institutions that the state and independent sector has to offer.
Dr Andrew Spiers, Director of Science and Team Leader of the Ardingly Solar Project said: “I could never have dreamt we would be where
we are now with the Ardingly Solar Project. The enthusiasm, energy and tenacity of the students here is breath-taking. It gives me great
pride to watch the pupils learn every day and the see their confidence grow due to what they’re learning with the Solar Car.”
Solar car representing the UK in the European Solar Challenge
Ardingly College was represented Great Britain and Northern Ireland at the European Solar Challenge in Zolder and we were thrilled to
finish 10th against 17 other teams.
We have designed and built the new car with the aid of 23 major companies and three universities. This challenge may be the biggest
engineering project ever tackled by a school. Next year we travel to the Bridgestone 3000km World Solar Challenge (BWSC) in Australia.
The technical advances in the new Solar Car include full systems integration, a proprietary battery system and rapid body prototyping
techniques. The car is primarily designed to be able to complete the 3000km BWSC trek under solar power alone, which if completed will
be a first for any UK team, university or company.
UK Space design
Twelve students from Ardingly College reached the final of the UK Space Design Competition in which they had to design and build a
settlement in Space. Students, Hugo Binelli-Thomas and Abigail Horton, were awarded places in the EU team to travel to NASA’s HQ.
Choir tour to Prague
For the penultimate Music @ Ardingly concert of this season, the National Youth Jazz Orchestra of Great Britain visited. It proved a
wonderful opportunity for the College’s jazz musicians to work with these exceptionally talented young musicians.
The Prep Jazz Band were treated to an improvisation masterclass from the director of the band, Mark Armstrong, before the Senior Jazz
Band had the chance to rehearse for an hour ahead of the evening concert in which they would perform three numbers.
The 34 strong College Chapel Coir, has been to Prague to perform in a variety of churches. A variety of challenging repertoire was
performed including music by Mendelssohn, Durufle, Elgar and Eccard.
Ardingly’s Schola Cantorum visited Oriel College to sing a joint Evensong with this Oxford College Choir.

With many thanks to our sponsor:
Ardingly College

Message From Our Parish Council Chairman

Dates For Your Diary

This year saw the Centenary Remembrance events to mark the
end of the First World War. Our small village showed that
despite the passing years there was still the will to say “we will
not forget” to all those in that war and subsequent conflicts
where servicemen and women made the ultimate sacrifice.

Please note that the village calendar is on www.ardingly.org.
Should you have an event to add, contact the Parish Clerk
22 Nov-16 Dec

Glow Wild. Discover the magical winter
lantern trail, every Thursday to Sunday

You will all have seen Pam Dennis’ poppies on nearly every
piece of street furniture in the village and the wonderful poppies
hand made by members of the Women’s Institute carrying the
names of villagers that fell in that war on the benches around
the village. The soldier by the legion was funded by a
spontaneous wish to do something to mark the Centenary.

29th November

Cinema at Hapstead Hall,

1st December

Ardingly Christmas Fayre, Hapstead Hall,
1pm-4:30pm with Carols at 5:30pm

2nd December

Puppet Show of Snow White, Theatre of the
Widdershins, Hapstead Hall, 3pm, tickets
available at the Post Office and Bakery

The Parish Councils Beacon Event at the Showground, where
pupils from St Peter’s and Ardingly College took part in the
precedings, made it a night to remember for all those who were
present. They were a credit to their Schools and themselves.

4th December

Parish Council Meeting, Hapstead Hall, 7:30pm

7th December

Music and mince pies, Ardingly College, 11am
St Peter’s School Christmas Fair, 3.30-5.30pm

As a village we should take pride in the memory of all the
different things that individuals and groups have done to
demonstrate “we have not forgotten.”

Aladdin, The Hawth, Crawley until January 6

The lights are on the tree at Wakehurst something that always
reminds me whatever the weather is doing that the Christmas
Fayre at Hapstead Hall is not too far away. Your support at the
event helps keep the Hall as our Community Hub.

16th December

St Peter’s Church carol service

17th December.

Wakehurst, extended opening, 7pm, until
December 23, last entry 6.30pm

8th January

Parish Council meeting, Hapstead Hall, 7.30pm

Mick Brixey
Chair, Ardingly Parish Council

15-19th January
5th February

Parish Council meeting, Hampstead Hall, 7.30p

www.Ardingly.org
Twitter: @ArdinglyParishC

12th February.

Ardingly History Society, Hapsread Hall,
7.45pm. The Building of the Balcombe Viaduct.
£3 for non-members.

bear brown poster.jpg

Saturday Night Fever, The Hawth, Crawley

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tRBcf-FqIFM5Qi1WTqG9j5SCmeD...

Snow White, Rose Red & Bear Brown
A Christmas treat not to be missed is the Widdershins Theatre
Company’s production of Snow White at Hampstead Hall. Snow
White and Rose Red – sisters, twins, best friends – have lived in
the forest since they were Babes in the Wood. Not as worldly
wise as their mother would have liked, they are nonetheless,
kind, caring and sometimes a little over enthusiastic in their
deeds.
When their quiet life is interrupted by a friendly bear a new
chapter begins. But why has the bear chosen them as
playfellows? Why is there sadness in his eyes? And who on earth
is that rude little man with a ridiculously long beard that they
keep bumping in to?
All questions will be untangled in this new show from the
enchanting Widdershins, using unique hand made puppets,
humorous storytelling, colourful costume, original music and a
fantastical fairytale forest. The delightful Widdershins work with
wonderful stories from all over the world - folk tales, fairy tales
and myths - told with the gusto of a live theatrical show.
Once seen, never forgotten, you will want more... suitable for
ages five to 15. The show is at 3pm on Sunday, December 2.
Tickets are £6 for children under 16 and £8 for adults. They are
available from Ardingly Post Office and Fellows Bakery.
The Ardingly Village Voice is published by
the Ardingly Parish Council ISSN 2517-2301
Please submit all content to villagevoice.ardingly@gmail.com
for our Spring issue by February 4th,, 2019. Should you have
an advertising inquiry, please email busscathy1@gmail.com or
call 01444 892 279 to discuss. Many thanks to everyone who
supports or contributes!
Cathy Buss, Editor
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School Notes

New Face Joins The
Village Voice Team

St Peter’s School as a community has had
a busy start to the new academic year.

Hi! I am Tanya Bailey and I have
joined the editorial team.

It began with the fabulous Village Fete on
September 9 when the Friends of St Peter’s
arranged the children’s Fun Run consisting
of a mile around the recreation ground.

I have lived in Ardingly all my life
and wanted to get involved in the
Village Voice as I am keen to meet
new people and learn new skills.

The children representing the school completed the run
sponsored and together with a stall raised a fantastic £700.
The wheelbarrow of booze proved a very attractive prize to
many of the adults at the fete.

At the moment I work as a lifeguard at the Dolphin Leisure
Centre. At home I have a golden retriever, Amy, and I help out
with the Ardingly Guides.

The next fund raiser was a back to skool quiz night. Parents’
wits were tested in the school hall on various subjects with
games like rolling a £1 coin closest to the prize. The evening
raised nearly £800 towards new iPads for school - the event
was even featured in the Mid Sussex Times.

If you have ideas of what you would like to see included in the
Village Voice please get in touch - tanya.bailey52@gmail.com

A cake sale boosted funds bringing the total raised by the
Friends of St Peter’s to more than £1,500 in just half a term.

Samara’s Aid Winter Appeal

The school children, along with those in St Peter’s Pre-School
were invited to design a firework picture to be displayed in
Haywards Heath library and the resulting display was fantastic.

This year another 70 boxes of aid, plus mobility and hygiene
items have been sent to Syria.
In January St Peter’s Church will be having another collection of
new and used clothing, footwear, bedding and walking aids to be
sent to the poorest and most vulnerable people in Syria through
the charity, Samara’s Aid.
Suitable items include: clothes, coats, NEW underwear with tags
or packaging, blankets, sleeping bags, sheets, towels and duvets must be in immaculate condition with no marks or stain wheelchairs, walking frames, crutches, disposable nappies,
sanitary towels and incontinence pads (new packets please,
Moses baskets and baby bedding, soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes
(unopened).
Items cane be delivered to the St Peter’s Church Centre between
10am-12 noon on January 12. Everything should be clean and
with no stains, holes, missing buttons or faulty zips.

Over the past three to four years the Friends of St Peter’s has
been raising money to resurface the school playground. Pupils
on the school council are in charge of designing the line
markings and games to be added.

If you can contribute please contact Sue Laker, 892117.

But work does not stop - the village is invited to the Christmas
Fair on Friday, December 7. The theme is School for a Winter
Wonderland. There will be Christmas games and crafts as well
as mince pies and mulled wine.
Children will be able to enjoy Story-time with Santa and they
will be singing Christmas carols.
A new feature will be ‘Eldridge’s’ - St Peter’s secret shop where
people can choose gifts for family members and friends.
All proceeds from the event will go towards the school library
and ICT suite.
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Out Of Africa - With A Little Help From Our Friends
After a long career in teaching and education it would be no
surprise if former headteacher Belinda Maclean wanted to put
up her feet.
But far from it - she is a founder member of the Imara-Uganda
Education Fund helping dozens of young people to get to
school.
It began in 2009 when she was touched by the plight of a
community which had been ravaged by a 20 year civil war in
northern Uganda.
In Lira, 215 miles from the country’s capital Kampala, villages
were raided, homes burned and children abducted and
recruited as child soldiers by the Lord’s Resistance Army.
Belinda began fund raising with the aim of helping to pay
school fees for children, many orphaned, and give them a
chance of an education.

Kevin, far left, with Belinda on her recent visit
Another student is now training to become a teacher and one
lad, who has not seen his father since his capture by rebels, is
hoping he will do well enough in his A levels to go on to train
as a doctor.

Today the charity is helping fund around 22 young people
through school and to gain further qualifications.
Belinda now visits twice a year to help with the selection of
students for scholarships.

The charity is also helping to fund a resource centre at Abia
Primary School and a library and IT room have already been
completed.

She said: “These children would not otherwise have the
opportunity to fulfil their learning potential through childhood
and early adult years.”

Belinda said: “Our grateful thanks to everyone who is
supporting the Imara-Uganda Education Fund.”

One such pupil is Kevin - a girl’s name in Uganda - who is on
the verge of completing a degree course in finance and
accounting.

The charity raises between £22,000 and £25,000 a year but
the more that can be raised, the more children it will be able
to help.

Belinda said: “This is an amazing achievement. As she was
growing up Kevin had to drop out of school several times
because there was no money to pay the fees.

To find out more contact belinda.maclean@btinternet.com or
go to www.imara-ugandaeducationfund.co.uk

Wakehurst Breathes New Life Into Winter
Garden - Launching January
Complete immersion in winter
beauty was one of the main aims
of horticulturists and landscape
architects when planting the new
Winter Garden at Wakehurst – and
this is exactly what has been
achieved.
Ed Ikin, Head of Landscape and
Horticulture said: “Large swathes
of plants and trees fill the
contemporary shaped beds – all
chosen because they look their
very best in winter time. In total,
33,000 plants come together to
create a compelling reason to
brave the winter weather.”
Winter colour and scent were really important to ensure visitors
enjoy the garden both on bright days and during duller days
when the light is low.
Mature Himalayan silver birch trees (Betula utilis var
jacquemontianii), are the centre of attention. Planting them was a
carefully coordinated logistical operation, anchoring the 10ft
high trees firmly into the ground with specially designed stakes.
The dramatic pure white trunks rise resplendent to the sky and
are interspersed with the coppery gleam of the Tibetan Cherry
(Prunus serrula tibetica).
Within this canopy, the rich fragrance of Daphne and Witch
Hazel, placed close to path edges, reward visitors with their
perfume. Texture and colour come from massed blocks of Cornus
(including the cultivars ‘Midwinter Fire’ and ‘Bud’s Yellow’),
succulent bronze Bergenia, soft, feather-like Calamagrostis grass
and Hellebores.
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Host Of Events Have Brought Thousands To The Showground
Thousands of visitors have poured through the gates of the South
of England Showground in the past year.

Ian Nicol, chief executive of the
South of England Agricultural
Society said: “This event is the
pinnacle of our year. As a charity
we rely on the passion and
commitment of more than 1,000
vo l u n t e e r s a n d s u p p o r t e r s ,
including village residents to put
on this terrific spectacle of
agricultural excellence and
showcase our stunning countryside. We are also generously
supported by many businesses which help us create a wonderful
experience for town and country people to enjoy.”

As Ardingly Village Voice volunteers pound the streets delivering
the latest issue more than 12,000 visitors are expected at the
Winter Fair.
A array of Christmas gifts, food, crafts and family entertainment
were on show at mor3 than 100 stands.
The busy year began with Spring Live! In May in which visitors
could enjoy a range of outdoor pursuits interactive entertainment
and live activities as well as gaining top horticultural tips from
our experts

He added: “It is also a platform for dozens of schools, colleges
and businesses to engage with the countryside.”
After a wet first day to our annual Autumn Show & Game Fair in
October, we were thrilled that blue skies on the second day
attracted record crowds to come and have a go at the many
countryside pursuits on offer from gundog scurries and clay
pigeon shooting to fly fishing and falconry, archery and axe
throwing to blacksmithing and bread making
Annually they host the Jim Green Challenge, Young Craftsman
of the Year competition, Connect with the Countryside, the Big
Bang Fair South East organised by STEM Sussex and the Student
Assignment Competition.
Of course, the future success and sustainability of the Society is
inextricably allied to the ongoing growth of the South of
England Event Centre, which is a wholly-owned trading
company of the Society, tasked to help underwrite the cost of
running the charity, maintaining the buildings and enabling
them to improve the facilities over time.

In June, over 65,000 visitors joined us over the three days of the
South of England Show for this magnificent showcase of British
agriculture, horticulture, equestrianism and countryside

and outside the region.

2018 saw a
substantial
increase in
bookings
a
n
d
enquiries
for this
unique and
versatile
v e n u e ,
which is
becoming
increasingly
b e t t e r
known in

In September they held a very successful concert, headlined by
Simple Minds with support from The Pretenders and KT Tunstall,
which was attended by 3,000 people.
They hosted the London Cartel Classic Car Event in August and
Construction Expo in December and we are delighted to have a
healthy pipeline of live event prospects scheduled for 2019
including a mixture of corporate client days and exciting new
shows.

Hunt is on for young farmers
The hunt is on for entrants for the 2019 Young Sussex Farmer of
the Year.
The South of England Agricultural Society sponsors this
category in the prestigious annual Sussex Food and Drink
awards.
Young farmers are being encouraged to enter before the closing
date of January 17, 2019.
More information at www.sussexfoodawards.biz
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Festive Bin Collections

Tamara Receives Local Hero Award

Usual day

Festive collection

Tamara Nelson has won an award for her stalwart work on the
village’s Scarecrow Festival.

Monday Dec 24.
Tuesday, Dec 25.
Wednesday, Dec 26.
Thursday, Dec 27.
Friday, Dec 28.
Monday, Dec 31.
Tuesday, Jan 1.
Wednesday, Jan 2.
Thursday, Jan 3.
Friday, Jan 4.

Saturday, Dec 22
Monday, Dec 24
Thursday , Dec 27
Friday, Dec 28
Saturday, Dec 29
No change
Wednesday, Jan 2
Thursday, Jan 3
Friday, Jan 4.
Saturday, Jan 5

She has received a
community service
award from Mid
Sussex District
Council
in
recognition of her
work on the
festival which has
now been running
for two years.

Garden waste
No collections between December 24 and January 4.
Normal service resumes on January 7.
Christmas tree recycling.
Real Christmas trees can be recycled at temporary sites
between December 29 and January 11. Details at
midsussex.gov.uk/recycling

The award was presented by Cllr Brian Forbes, Mid Sussex District
Council chairman, and Caroline Nichols, uh Sheriff of West Sussex.
The awards acknowledge the dedication of people to their
community.
Cllr Forbes said: “Our awards are important as they honour members
of the community who do so much to make Mid Sussex such a great
place to live.
“Thank you to the recipients for all their hard work. It is much
appreciated by us all.”
Tamara was nominated by the Ardingly Parish Council. If you think
someone deserves an award email ardinglypc@hotmail.co.uk

Looking for love in the countryside
Producers of the BBC 2 series Love in the Countryside are on the
hunt for rural singles who find it difficult to meet potential to meet
potential partners.
If this sounds like you or someone you know please email:
loveinthecountryside@boundlessproductions.tv
Closing date for those interested is the end of December.

Wire up

SMART HOME
AUTOMATION

TV, AERIAL & AV ENGINEER

SMART LIGHTING, AUDIO SYSTEMS, BESPOKE HOME
CINEMAS, WIFI, CCTV, CONTROL4, LUTRON

01273 499 133
07769 636 669

T. 01273 499 133

www.avanthometechnology.co.uk

M. 07769 636 669

www.avanthometechnology.co.uk
Wire up

SMART HOME

TV, AERIAL & AV ENGINEER
01273 499 133
07769 636 669
www.avanthometechnology.co.uk
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‘We will remember them’ - Ardingly marks centenary of the end of WWI
Villagers old and young came
together to play their part in
marking the 100th
anniversary of the end of
World War I on Sunday,
November 11.
In the run up to
Remembrance Day the
village lamp posts were
adorned with poppies. Huge
thanks goes to Cllr Pam
Dennis for all her efforts in
organising this very visible tribute.
Benches were also adorned with poppies made by members of
the WI which also carried the names of villagers who died in
the Great War.
People will also have seen the soldier silhouettes in various
locations. They were another reminder of those living locally
and to those just passing through of those who fell during
World War I.
A day of commemoration began with a Service of
Remembrance at St Peter’s Church in aid of the Royal British
Legion.
In the evening there was a beacon lighting event at the
showground organised by the Parish Council and in
conjunction with the South of England Agricultural Society and
with thanks to the help of a grant from Mid Sussex District
Council.
Pupils St Peter’s School and Ardingly College were involved
with the proceedings watched by local residents.

M.T. Holman

Central Heating & Plumbing
01444 892499 07887924765

1974

!
!
34 The High Street. Ardingly. RH17 6TD. mtholman@greenbee.net

!

Mid Sussex Dog Training School

!

Dog Training/Puppy Classes
www.midsussexdogtrainingschool.co.uk
07791 661301
Kennel Club Listed
Member APDT 00563
Join us to train
your dog and have

Mrs M Burr
Member KCAI
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ABIPDT

!

fun at the same
time

Your Councillors

Local Telephone Numbers ( 01444 )

Mick Brixey: (Chair)
mickbrixey@btinternet.com or
892 245
Derek Stutchbury: (Vice Chair)
dstutchbury@hotmail.co.uk or
892 975
Jonathan Aloof:
jonathanaloof@tiscali.co.uk or 892 793
Rowena Chalk: rowenachalk@gmail.com

EDUCATION
Angels & Urchins Toddler Group
Ardingly Activity Centre
Ardingly College
Ardingly College Music School
St. Peter's C. of E. Primary School
St. Peter's Pre-School

or 892 206
Pam Dennis: pamela@dennisfamily.co.uk or 892 692
James Horsman: jameshorsman@hotmail.com or 07730 989 699
Chris Hotblack: chris.hotblack@btinternet.com or 07738 282 503
Rob Lawson: rob.bonny@btinternet.com or 892 515
Stuart Noel: stuartjcnoel@hotmail.com or 07903 311 808
Fiona Rocks: fmumme@aol.com or 891 716
Brian Strutton: bwstrutton@gmail.com or 891 660
Clerk: Sarah Mamoany: ardinglypc@hotmail.co.uk or 226209
Financial officer: Helen Schofield: ardinglypcrfo@gmail.com or
07958 378 371
District councillors
Gary Marsh: garymarsh8@hotmail.com or 811320
Andrew Macnaughton: andrewmacnaughton@midsussex.gov.uk
or 01293 522817
County councillor: Bill Ackerman:
bill.ackerman@westsussex.gov.uk or 400079

Profile on new
councillor Chris
Hotblack
Chris Hotblack, 63, is married with
Two grown up sons and has lived in
Ardingly for 20 years. He was coopted to the council in September.
He said: “I love Sussex, English
village life and in particular Ardingly.
We are very lucky to be able to live
here. Now I have more time I wanted
to give back something to the village - and keep my brain active.
Having seen some of the parish council’s initiatives, I thought
becoming a councillor would be an ideal way to do this
“Though the council has limited funding I believe that by virtue
of the councillors’ work and by encouraging and supporting
efforts by other groups in the village we can and will make
Ardingly an even better place to live.”
After 40 years in industry as a chemical engineer Chris retired
last year. It has given him time to enjoy his outdoor passions
which include tennis, gardening, motor cycling, golf and sailing.

01444

230 230
Burgess Hill

892 332
892 549
893 000
893 271
892 314
07969 890907

WORSHIP
St. Peter's Anglican Church

892 332

SHOPS
Ardingly Antiques & Interiors
Ardingly Cafe
Fellows Bakery
Gatwick Scuba
Peking Chef Takeaway
Post Office
Studio 5 Hairdressers

892 270
891 113
892 257
891 402
892 333
892 201
892 602

MEDICAL
Lindfield Medical Centre

484 056

SPORTS
Ardingly Activity Centre
Badminton Club
Cricket Club
Football Club
Short Mat Bowls
Swimming Club
Tennis Club
Tennis Courts for Hire

892 549
892 203
892 012
891 010
892 234
892 113
892 064
892 064

SOCIAL / HOBBIES
Ardingly Country Market
Ardingly History Society
Ardingly Gardening Club
Ardingly Twinning Association
Ardingly Village Club
Ardingly Women’s Institute
Ardingly British Legion
Housebound Reader Service (HH Library)
JK Theatre Arts
Koorana Centre, Sayso Hall
South of England Agricultural Society
Tanzen Dance Academy
Wakehurst Place

892 147
483 363
892 604
892 012
892 457
892 717
892 313
255 444
07504 059640
810 295
892 700
01342 321982
894 066

YOUTH GROUPS
Ardingly Beavers
Ardingly Cubs
Ardingly Guides
Ardingly Rainbows & Brownies
Ardingly Scouts
St. Peter's Church Children's Activities
Ardingly Youth Club

892 769
892 769
892 717
892 717
892 769
892 540
891 716

CHARITIES
Ardingly Old Jeshwang Association
NSPCC

892 431
892 692

PUBS
Ardingly Inn
Gardeners Arms

892 214
892 328

HALLS for HIRE
Hapstead Hall, Mr William Pradel
07565 098312
clerkhapsteadhall@gmail.com
Cricket Pavilion
226 209
St. Peter’s Church Centre
416 707
carol@catmill.co.uk
Koorana Centre, Sayso Hall
810 295

01444

410 410
Haywards Heath

Station Taxis

POLICE - LOCAL PCSO Dial: 101 ext. 531005
8 2

