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Happy Christmas from
Wakehurst Place
Thank you to all our friends and
neighbours for your support during the
year.
2013 has been a busy and productive year
here at Wakehurst – earlier this year we
celebrated the launch of the UK National
Tree Seed Project which has seen the
establishment of country’s first national
collection of tree seeds here at the
Millennium Seed Bank for vital research
and conservation which will help tackle
the threat from pests and diseases.
Other highlights included a thank you
ceremony for the loyal volunteers who
help us in a variety of ways, with awards
presented to 42 long serving volunteers
who have notched up more than 400 years
service between them; the Seed Festival
which is going from strength to strength;
and the success of practical conservation
projects such as work to save and replant
the rare spiked rampion, a plant under
threat of extinction in the UK, which is
found in a handful of locations in this
country – all of them in Sussex.
And, of course, who could forget the
glorious summer which gave everyone a
bumper opportunity to enjoy the gardens
at the best and lead on to a spectacular
display of autumn colour.
Now our thoughts are turning to Christmas
and we hope you will join us over the
festive season – whether it is for a winter
stroll, a visit to Santa, or to see the lights
illuminated on our famous Christmas tree.
This year the lights will be shining more
brightly than ever on the tree. The giant
redwood will be decked out with 1,800
new low energy lights as our previous set
of lights had taken a battering from the
elements after being out in all weathers
and needed replacing. The strings of new
low energy lights measure a total of 600
metres – around the length of six football
pitches! The lights will be switched on at 4.30pm at a ceremony on Sunday December 1. There will also be extended opening hours on
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays in December in the run up to Christmas.
As always Wakehurst will be open every day over the festive season except Christmas Eve and Christmas Day – perfect for walking off
the excesses of festive feasting! Wishing you all the very best for 2014!
Andy Jackson
Head of Wakehurst Place

With many thanks to our sponsor:
Wakehurst Place

Message from Parish Council Chairman

Please do come along to the Christmas Fayre on the 30th
November. It is always a fun day and lots of different things on
offer to buy for Christmas. It will be followed by carols under the
Oak Tree at Hapstead Hall and the annual switching on of the
Christmas lights ceremony.

The past few months have been remarkably quiet. Summer has
turned to autumn and the leaves are starting to turn.
The
quintessential sound of the thrush at dusk signals the shorter
evenings.

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas!

The Neighbourhood Plan consultation came to an end in
September and we spent much of October reviewing the
comments and feedback.
Following this, the committee
reconsidered the choice of site for housing and other potential
changes to the document. In the end, the committee does believe
that the Standgrove site is most appropriate however there are
small changes that will be made to the plan in response to
feedback.

Will Meldrum
Chair, Ardingly Parish Council

Dates for your Diary
29th November
30th November

Many of you have asked what would happen to our
Neighbourhood Plan if both Standgrove and Butchers Field won
their upcoming appeals for planning. If this happens, all the 70 or
so houses would be included in our delivery of housing for the
district and therefore we would not need to find other
development sites in the village. We would revise our Plan
accordingly.
We were lucky to win another grant for the remaining work
relating to the Neighbourhood Plan. The grant is for £4130 to
cover our consultant’s costs, a plan “health check” (to make sure
there are no major issues with it) and printing / banner costs for
the referendum.
This grant was awarded by the Supporting
Communities in Neighbourhood Planning Programme led by
Locality in association with RTPI / Planning Aid England, CDF and
partners (more information is available through the My
Community Rights website). This means that, other than volunteer
time, the Neighbourhood Plan has almost all been paid for
through grant funding.

1st December
2nd December
3rd December
4th December

Finally I want to repeat my thanks for all those that have helped in
the preparation of the plan. As a community we owe them a big
debt of gratitude. They have put in an enormous amount of work
and have had to deal with some difficult discussions.

6th December

7th & 8th Dec

8th December

Sparkle - naturally

14th December

Natural therapies to keep you active this winter

7th January
4th February

At Nature’s Medicine we are experienced at treating a variety
of sports injuries, working with the body naturally, for a long term solution,

Treatments available:
Osteopathy Sports injury treatment Sports massage
Postural & bio mechanical assessments Gait analysis

Mid-Sussex
Osteopathic & Injury Rehabilitation Clinic

01342 712266
www.natures-medicine.co.uk

50%

OFF

YOUR FIRST TREATMENT
WITH THIS ADVERT
Offer ends 28th February 2014
Not to be used in conjunction
with any other offer
or gift voucher

The Ark, Mount Lane, Turners Hill, West Sussex, RH10 4RA
Crawley Down Health Centre, Bowers Place, Crawley Down, West Sussex, RH10 4HY
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Christmas trees on sale at Wakehurst Place
Christmas Fayre, Hapstead Hall, 12:00-16:30
Carols under the Oak Tree, 17:30, Come along
to share some Village cheer and get into the
Festive Spirit!
Book Warehouse Open to Public, Open one
day only, 10am to 4pm, 70% discount, Unit 18,
Bridge Road, RH16 1UA (Opposite Plumbase)
Wakehurst Place Carols and Lighting of the
Christmas tree, 16:30, Choir from 16:00,
Children’s activities, Cafe and Gift shop open
BBC Gardeners’ Question Time, Wakehurst
Place, Millennium Seed Bank, 17:30pm, Tickets:
£4.50 available from The Visitor Centre
Parish Council Meeting, Hapstead Hall, 19:30
Friends of Sussex Hospices Christmas Charity
Fair, South of England Showground, 10:00 am –
3:00 pm, Café open all day
Christmas Fayre at Cumnor House School in aid
of Riding for the Disabled, Danehill, RH17 7HT,
Over 50 stalls from 10:00-16:00
Mince Pies and Music at Ardingly College,
10:00 am, RSVP and transport available by
contacting Iona Bulger on 01444 893267
Festive Food & Drink Fayre, South of England
Showground, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm,Admission:
Adults £2.50, Seniors/Students £2, Seas
members & under 16s FREE
Santa will be in his grotto at the Wakehurst
Place Mansion. A visit to Santa will cost £5, to
include a gift. (Also on December 15 and 22)
Mid Sussex Auction, SoE Showground, Antique,
General Household & Lost Property from 10am
Parish Council Meeting, Hapstead Hall, 19:30
Parish Council Meeting, Hapstead Hall, 19:30

So here’s a quick summary of our term so far; Some of our
children spent a day at Wakehurst taking part in orienteering and
teambuilding fun; St. Peter’s Church was brimmed full with visitors
and donations for Harvest Festival as pupils led the celebrations to
the tune of samba; Year 6 visited Little Canada on the Isle of White
for a memorable residential including quad biking, rock climbing,
dragon boating and much more; Many year groups have had the
opportunity to explore St. Peter’s Church and interview Reverend
Crutchley as part of their learning; Year 6 all passed their
‘Bikeability’ training to ensure safe cycling on the roads and above
all Vikings, Saxons, and Castles are currently intriguing the
children in their classrooms!

School Notes
Who would’ve thought that 12 weeks
have passed since I officially took over
from Mrs Cath Pearson as Headteacher
of St. Peter’s? It has certainly been all
systems go and I have undertaken
much learning myself getting to know
the ins and outs of the school. The
staff, pupils, parents and governors
have obviously been a fantastic help and have given me a warm
welcome as we begin to make plans for the future.

Christmas songs are yet to fill the corridors but arrangements are
certainly underway for some special festivities towards the end of
term. We very much look forward to “The Stars Come Out for
Christmas” which will be led by the lower end of the school and
an end of term carol service at St. Peter’s Church led by the upper
end.

St. Peter’s is not only new for me however. In September we
welcomed 16 new children into Reception, our Class 1, along
with a new Premises Officer and teaching assistant who have all
settled into their learning and daily routines fantastically well.
Surprisingly for the beginning of a term, we have also said farewell
to three families who have left the area, the furthest of whom
departed for St. Helena just before half-term.

Following on with St. Peter’s tradition, the sports calendar is also
well underway and various teams have been competing across the
county. These have included netball, football, handball and cross
country, the later of which recently
took place at St. Giles in Horsted
Keynes. Our boys came 2nd
overall and the girls 3rd. I would
like to congratulate all of our
children who have taken part in an
event so far and we look forward
to a successful year. Let’s hope that
we can retain or bring home some
new silverware for the trophy
cabinet!
St. Peter’s vision is based simply
around Achieve-Believe-Create.
Our aim is to ensure that our
pupils are given the opportunity to:
Achieve and do the very best they
can, Believe in themselves as
unique individuals and our
Christian Ethos and Create a
fantastic future by embracing
opportunities.
I look forward to welcoming many
of you to St. Peter’s and telling you
more about the school soon.
Jamie Savage
Headteacher

An Invitation For Our
Senior Villagers For
Some Free Festive Cheer
The annual event of Mince Pies
and Music hosted by Ardingly
College has been
set for 6th
December.
There will be a
pick up from Priceholme at 10am
and should you need to make
other transportation arrangements,
please contact Iona Mackay Bulger
on 01444 01444 893267 or
events@ardingly.com.. Please do
also RSVP so that she can plan for
enough for everyone!
The mince pies, coffee and tea will
be served at 10:15 in the Ardingly
College Music School and the
concert starts at 10:30am.
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Please Take Care When The Weather Outside
Is Frightful...

Early Christmas Gift from Mid Sussex - All
Day Parking for just £1

As you will probably have noticed our salt bins are already full,
ready for any frosty or snowy weather. If you are using the salt,
please use it sparingly as only a small quantity goes a long way.
Also please only use the salt on public roads and footpaths and do
not use it on residential or private driveways.

In the run up to Christmas, Mid Sussex District Council is offering
an early boost to local shoppers and traders by providing all-day
town centre parking for just £1.
The Council is helping to spread the Christmas cheer with
discounted parking on Saturdays in the towns of Burgess Hill, East
Grinstead and Haywards Heath. The £1 parking offer will only be
available in long stay car parks owned by Mid Sussex District
Council.

The bins will not be filled up by WSCC, but by our the Parish
Council in partnership with the Haywards Heath roads team. So if
you notice an empty bin, please do let our Parish Clerk know on
ardinglypc@hotmail.co.uk or 01444-226-209 so we can arrange
to have it filled up.

As normal in the District, parking will continue to be completely
free on Sundays. The festive parking discounts will be available
on Saturday 7th, 14th and 21st of December at the following
locations:

As with last year, the Parish Council will be contracting to have
snow cleared from Street Lane, Holmans and Priceholme.
Therefore if snow is forecast, please try not to park on these roads
(though clearly this is not always possible) as it greatly helps the
contractors .

Queens Crescent car park – Burgess Hill
Station Road car park – Burgess Hill
The Vicarage car park – East Grinstead
Norton House car park – East Grinstead
Franklynn Road car park – Haywards Heath

M.T. Holman

“We know that Christmas is a busy time and want to help
residents and visitors to get into the heart of our towns to carry out
all those festive tasks. As well as many places to purchase gifts
and treats our three towns offer shoppers a diverse range of venues
in which to meet up with friends to eat, drink and be merry!” said
Councillor Webster, Cabinet Member for Economic Development
and Property.

Central Heating & Plumbing
CITY & GUILDS 1974

Phone: 01444 892499/ 07887 924765

“By arranging to have parking for just £1 on these Saturdays we
want to help draw the community together, spread Christmas
cheer and help show our support for local traders during the busy
Christmas period.“
Across Mid Sussex, 17 car parks have now achieved the Park Mark
Safer Parking Award, creating a safer environment for users and
their vehicles. For more details about parking across the District,
please visit www.midsussex.gov.uk/parking.

34 The High Street. Ardingly. West Sussex. RH17 6TD. email. mtholman@greenbee.net
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Ardingly Village Cars

AV CARS

01444 892288

Ardingly Village Cars is a locally-run business with many years’
experience in the industry. Our aim is to provide a friendly,
punctual, reliable and competitively-priced service to
mid-Sussex and the surrounding areas.
All local work undertaken: doctor, hospital, shopping, train station
*24hr airport specialists who can also pick you up on your return
Assisted airport drop-offs – we can assist you all the way to check-in
Corporate accounts welcome
All destinations quoted for, whatever the distance or pick-up point
Six-seater cars available for larger parties and wedding etc
All our friendly drivers are fully licensed and CRB checked

Please call if you have any questions or
specific requests that we can help you with.
Gatwick £20* Heathrow £60* Stansted £90*
Brighton £25 Southampton Docks £110

Please book in advance
to avoid disappointment!
Call Bernie, Mick or Dan at

Ardingly Village Cars

01444 892288
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ladies ladies

The 12 Recycling Facts Of Christmas

LARGE SCALE MAP OF

Posted on www.recycleforwestsussex.org 15 November 2013
This Christmas West Sussex County Council will be asking people
to think about the environment and to recycle their used mince
pie foil containers.

Ardingly, Horsted Keynes
and West Hoathly

Many families across West Sussex will be tucking into mince pies
and chocolate gold coins this Christmas, but instead of simply
throwing the aluminium foil away, why not pop it in the recycling
bin?

Ardingly, Horsted Keynes and West Hoathly
Civil Parishes on one large scale map.
Based on Ordnance Survey data.
5 ins to the mile, 8cm to the kilometre.
Clearly shows footpaths and boundaries.
Enlarged street maps of village centres.
Local information and places of interest.
Price £9.75.

Metal is a scarce resource so the more we can recycle, the better
for the environment.
Last year, we recycled 46 tonnes of foil in West Sussex, when
combined with used drinks cans this is valued at a staggering
£760 per tonne. In fact good quality recycling that is clean and
dry is a valuable resource that reduces operational costs and we
could recycle so much more.

Available from

That 46 tonnes equates to about 28,500 miles of flattened foil –
enough to run from the top to the bottom of Great Britain 47
times.

Visitor Centre Shop
Wakehurst Place
Ardingly

And did you know food and drink cartons, often known as Tetra
Paks, can also be recycled – provided they have been rinsed out
and are dry.

Green Man
The Green
Horsted Keynes

These are just two interesting facts contained in 12 recycling
articles that will appear over the course of 12 days leading up to
Christmas on the www.recycleforwestsussex.org website.

Costcutter
Top Road
Sharpthorne

The articles are designed to help people maximise their recycling,
to reuse and reduce waste over the Christmas period and to make
sure people are ensuring materials for recycling are being stored
clean, dry and loose.

or purchase online www.parishmaps.co.uk

They are also designed to ensure people are putting out the
correct materials for kerbside collection.
Lionel Barnard, West Sussex County Council’s Cabinet Member
for Residents Services, said: “Christmas is a time for celebrations
and parties, but while enjoying the festive fun we want to ensure
that people help West Sussex to maintain its good recycling rate.

Christmas Recycling Dates
Over the holidays be sure to make note of the changes in our
collection days so as not to be disappointed. Collections go back
to normal from Monday 6th January 2014.
Official Collection Date

Holiday Collection Date

Monday 23rd Dec

Saturday 21st Dec

Tuesday 24th Dec

Monday 23rd Dec

Wednesday 25th Dec

Tuesday 24th Dec (Recycling)

Thursday 26th Dec

Friday 27th Dec

Friday 27th Dec

Saturday 28th Dec

Monday 30th Dec

Monday 30th Dec

Tuesday 31st Dec

Tuesday 31st Dec

Wednesday 1st Jan 2014

Thursday 2nd Jan (Waste)

Thursday 2nd Jan

Friday 3rd Jan

Friday 3rd Jan

Saturday 4th Jan

“With all the parties and families getting together over this festive
time, don’t forget to reduce, reuse and recycle and please ensure
your recycling is clean, dry and loose.”

Christmas Tree Recycling
from 3rd January
If you have a real Christmas tree,
recycle it! Mid Sussex has sites across
the local area where you can take your
real tree for recycling. Sites are open
between Friday 3rd January and Friday
17th January 2013. The closest one in
Ardingly is at the Ardingly Recreation
Ground, just off of the High Street.
Trees will be composted locally.

A & C Village Cars
01444 892 393

Holiday Green Garden Waste

Wishing all its loyal customers

Please note that there are no garden waste collections from 23rd
December 2013 through 5th January 2014 (inclusive).

a very Merry Christmas

Garden Waste collections will resume as normal from Monday
January 6th 2014.
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Showground Notes

market in the UK and this created a very insecure position for
farmers and consumers that has caused ‘devastation’ in the
countryside, with huge numbers of small retailers failing. The
debate continued into the bar and I suspect will carry on towards
next year’s conference.

Winter has truly arrived at
The South of England
Showground after some
delightful Autumn weather
that provided a sunny
backdrop to another
successful Autumn Show &
Game Fair in October.

Next up is our annual Festive Food & Drink Fayre which takes
place on the 7th & 8th of December in the Norfolk Pavilion. The
pavilion will help warm us all up for Christmas with inspiration
for gifts & stocking fillers, warming wines, spirits & liqueurs,
Christmas meats & turkeys, seasonal pies, puddings, pickles &
cheeses.
Admission is only £2.50 for adults, £2.00 for Senior
Citizens and free for South of England Agricultural Society
members. Doors open from 9 – 4pm, so come and join us.

This year’s event attracted
over 16,500 visitors to a
fantastic celebration of the harvest. On Sunday the show opened
with an outdoor service conducted by The Reverend John
Crutchley. The ‘Have a go go’ theme proved a real hit with
visitors who enjoyed the opportunity to try their hand at clay
pigeon shooting, fly fishing or putting their dog through its paces
on the Dog Agility course. The Food Court gave visitors a real
taste of Sussex and an exciting range of ring displays including
Bob Hogg’s Lamb National, Huxley’s Birds of Prey, Warrenby
Gun Dogs and a spectacular Calvacade of Hounds kept up the
‘Game’ theme. There was even a ‘game’ cooking demonstration
hosted by BASC.

Lastly, on behalf of all of my colleagues involved with the South
of England Agricultural Society I would like to wish all our
supporters in the local community a very Happy Christmas and
prosperous New Year and to thank you for your continued support
and patience.
Iain Nicol
Chief Executive Officer

We were also joined by our new President and his wife, Lord &
Lady Egremont who presented the prizes for the Student
Assignment Competition with the Chairman of our Education
Group, Derek Cleaver presiding.

2014 To be filled with Local Arts Events
Ardingly College has announced the dates for its now annual Arts
Festival as 23-26 June 2014.

In November, we hosted the South of England annual Farming
Conference, where we were joined by over 240 landowners,
farmers and other representatives from our countryside
community to listen and debate the question ‘Who can afford
food produced in Britain?’. NFU President and Bedford farmer
Peter Kendall sparred with Stephen Carr, South Downs National
Park farmer and journalist, on issues ranging from the Single Farm
Payment to how farmers should best engage with supermarkets in
the UK.
Third speaker Nick Hempleman, owner of Sussex
Produce Company in Steyning and former fair trade advocate at
The Co-operative Group, concluded that most people in the UK
could afford to eat British food and decried the fact that people
only spend ten percent of their income on food and twice as
much on alcohol in one of the richest countries in the world. He
reported that four retailers control 75 per cent of the grocery

Fencing & Decking
Paths, Patios & Driveways
Bricklaying & Pointing
Rockeries & Ponds

'Ardingly ArtsFest is a festival which trumpets the new. And the
thing that's really exciting about this festival is that it is so multilayered. This is not just a school festival, it's a festival on a
national scale.' Be sure to save the date!
It was also revealed that The Lindfield Arts Festival has big plans
already underway for the fifth Festival in 2014. The widely
anticipated programme of arts events will move from May to
September 12th-14th 2014 in response to residents’ feedback.

Tree Surgery
Hedge Cutting
Stump Grinding
Pruning & Planting

Turfing

Supply of Logs

Pressure Washing

Leaf Clearance
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Local Telephone Numbers (01444)
EDUCATION
Angels & Urchins Toddler Group
Ardingly Activity Centre
Ardingly College
Ardingly College Music School
Bluebell Montessori Nursery
St. Peter's C. of E. Primary School
St. Peter's Pre-School

Central Heating Power Flushing

davidparksplumbing@gmail.com

Your Councillors
Will Meldrum: (Chair)
willmeldrum@yahoo.com or 891520
Mick Brixey: (Vice Chair)
mickbrixey@btinternet.com or
892245
George Ruse:
georgeruse@hotmail.co.uk
or 892717
Rowena Chalk: rjchalk02@aol.com
or 892206
Sarah Chapman: jsrj123@aol.com or 892681
Tim Clement: tim.clement@02.co.uk or 891980
Pam Dennis: pamela@dennisfamily.co.uk or 892692
Ken Monk: bandkmonk@yahoo.co.uk or 892857
Nick Moorey: nick.moorey@btinternet.com or 892727
Fiona Rocks: fmumme@aol.com or 891716
Don Walker: marilynjanetwalker@yahoo.co.uk or 892022

Sarah Mamoany: ardinglypc@hotmail.co.uk or 01444 226 209
Should you require any help or assistance with Parish issues, I am
available at Hapstead Hall on Tuesday mornings between 10 am
and 12 noon or contact me on 01444 226209.

The grant is for £4,130 in total to comprise consultants, health
check and printing/banner costs for referendum. The Grant was
awarded by the Supporting Communities in Neighbourhood
Planning. The Programme led by Locality in association with
RTPI/Planning Aid England, CDF and partners, available through
the My Community Rights website.

230 230
Burgess Hill

892332

SHOPS
Fellows Bakery
Peking Chef Takeaway
Post Office
Studio 5 Hairdressers

892257
892333
892201
892602

MEDICAL
Lindfield Medical Centre

484056

SPORTS
Ardingly Activity Centre
Badminton Club
Cricket Club
Football Club
Short Mat Bowls
Swimming Club
Tennis Club
Tennis Courts for Hire

892549
892064
892012
891010
892558
892113
892064
892457

Housebound Reader Service
Koorana Centre, Sayso Hall
South of England Agricultural Society
Tanzen Dance Academy
Wakehurst Place

Successful Grant Funding In Response To
Neighborhood Plan

01444

WORSHIP
St. Peter's Anglican Church

SOCIAL / HOBBIES
Ardingly Country Market
Ardingly History Society
Ardingly Horticultural Society
Ardingly Twinning Association
Ardingly Village Club
Ardingly Women’s Institute
Ardingly British Legion
St. Peter’s Church Centre for Hire
Hapstead Hall for Hire

Your Parish Clerk

892332
892549
893000
893271
892376
892314
07969 890 907

892147
483363
892007
892012
892457
892717
892313
892332
07565098312
jayemes@tiscali.co.uk
891235
810295
892700
01342 321982
894066

YOUTH GROUPS
Ardingly Beavers
Ardingly Cubs
Ardingly Guides
Ardingly Rainbows & Brownies
Ardingly Scouts
St. Peter's Church Children's Activities
Ardingly Youth Club

892769
892769
892717
892717
892769
892346
891716

CHARITIES
Ardingly Old Jeshwang Association
NSPCC

892431
892692

PUBS
Ardingly Inn
Gardeners Arms
The Oak

892214
892328
892244

01444

POLICE - Local PCSO 0845 60 70 999 EXT. 21909

Haywards Heath

The Ardingly Village Voice is published by
the Ardingly Parish Council

410 410

Station Taxis

Please submit all content to VillageVoice.Ardingly@gmail.com for
our Spring issue by February 10th 2014. Should you have an
advertising inquiry please email or call 01444 891 520 to discuss.
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