Village Voice
Issue 64

Spring 2020

New president and charity at showground
This year will be another busy year for the South of England
Agricultural Society.

Win free tickets to Spring Live!

The first of our educational events for 2020 is the 22nd annual
Jim Green Challenge in March for students and children with
learning difficulties at land-based colleges and further education
centres across the South East, with the opportunity to test their
practical, creative and technical skills.

Village Voice has two adult day pass
tickets to give away for Sring Live!
Thanks to the South if England
Agricultural Society.

We are delighted this year to be joined by The Duke of
Gloucester.

At least one adult must be present,
under 16s are free.

The first of our four annual public shows is Spring Live! on
Saturday and Sunday, May 2 and 3, due to the bank holiday
move for VE day to Friday, May 8.

The winner will be sent the tickets by
email only. To win email full name and
address to busscathy1@gmail.com

A quintessentially English country fair with a difference, Spring
Live! celebrates the arrival of spring and is a chance for everyone
to get outside, try something new, and have fun with all the
family.
Sponsored by the Society’s official energy partner The Energy
Check, the weekend event features something for every
generation to enjoy, from traditional
countryside activities including the
famous sheep show and “have a go”
maypole dancing.
There is a newly extended Segway
course, inspirational gardening
demonstrations and talks along with the
much loved Alpaca Show, a variety of
independent and country-inspired
shopping stalls including plants to buy,
and a food hall jam-packed with
mouth-watering artisan treats from local
producers.
Younger visitors can enjoy farm animal meet and greets, get up
close to creepy crawlies and reptiles, take part in magical wandmaking workshops using traditional wood-crafting skills, let
loose at the funfair, test their driving skills on the mini monster
truck courses, and much more.
There is live entertainment on the main stage with talented
performances from East Sussex College students for everyone to
enjoy, and even flyball so the canine members of the family can
get involved too.
Tickets for Spring Live! 2020 are available from www.seas.org.uk
and cost £11.70 for adults, £9.90 for senior citizens/students
(inclusive of online discount until 01.05.20).Under 16s go free
with a paying adult. For all the latest information follow
@SouthEngShows on social media. For information on events at
the Showground visit www.southofenglandeventcentre.co.uk or
follow @SouthEngEvents.

New Society President
A former Private Secretary to Prince Charles and the Duchess
of Cornwall, Elizabeth Buchanan (pictured below) has been
appointed new President of the South
of England Agricultural Society.
Miss Buchanan, former Press
secretary to Lady Thatcher, is a nonexecutive director with the
Department for Environment and
Rural Affairs, an advisor to Waitrose,
Saputo Dairy UK and the Chime
Group and sits on the BBC rural
affairs committee and runs her
family’s organic beef farm in Nutley
which was established in 1976.
She has selected the Prince’s Countryside Fund as the society’s
charity for 2020 and added: “It is a huge honour and privilege
to be appointed president of the society.”

Public meeting on showground housing plans
The South of England Agricultural Society and Charterhouse
Strategic Land will be holding a public consultation at
Hapstead Hall in March/April where residents will be able
to view a draft layout of the proposed housing development
at the Showground.
Residents can meet with the consultant team and alongside
will be representatives of the Society.
The date and time of the meeting will be confirmed with
Ardingly Parish Council and published on the Society’s
Hapstead Hall notice board and Ardingly Village News
Facebook group as soon as possible.

With many thanks to our sponsors the South of England Agricultural Society

Dates For Your Diary

Message From The Parish
Council Chairman

Please note that the village calendar is on www.ardingly.org. Should you have an
event to add, contact the Parish Clerk

The report from Mid-Sussex District Council
has just been released regarding the public
consultation referring to the proposed land at
the Showground.
The report showed there were a total of 120 responses to last
year’s consultation on the draft plan. Of these 111 were
against the site allocation, two supported it and seven were
neutral. This represents the second highest number of
responses across the district.

March 10

Ardingly History Society, annual meeting, Hapstead
Hall 7pm

March 29

Classic Motorcycle Show and autojumble,
Showground

April 3-5

The World of Park and Leisure Homes,
Showground

April 7

Ardingly Parish Council meeting, 7.30pm,
Hapstead Hall

April 10-14

Aces High Flyball competition, Showground

April 11

Crystal Palace Canine Association dog show,
Showground

The parish council has met with the Showground and has
been informed that it will be holding a public meeting in
March/April (date to be confirmed) to display and discuss
their plans, should the site be allocated.

April 13

London Harness Horse Parade, Showground

April 14

Ardingly History Society, 7.45pm, Hapstead
Hall, Colin Manson: Haywards Heath Then and
Now

We have requested that this meeting be held in Hapstead
Hall

April 20

Meeting Point coffee morning,10.15am,
Hapstead Hall

The next consultation round is to be held in the spring of this
year, the parish council is continuing to discuss the size of
this proposed development with MId Sussex District Council.

April 21-22

International Antiques and Collectors Fair,
Showground

We shall continue to keep you informed of the progress.

April 26

South of England Wedding Fayre, Showground

April 30

Ardingly Films tbc

May 2-3

Spring Live!, Showground

May 5

Ardingly Paris Council, 7.30pm, Hapstead Hall

May 7

SussexPolice and Crime commissioner election

May 11

Meeting Point coffee morning,10.15am,
Hapstead Hall

Objections include comment that the development - which
represents a growth of 13 per cent to the village - is too large
and the number of dwellings is not required.

Derek Stutchbury, Chairman
www.ardingly.org
The Ardingly Village Voice is published
by the Ardingly Parish Council ISSN 2517-2301
Contact busscathy1@gmail.com or call Cathy Buss (editor) on
01444 892279. The copy deadline for the Summer edition is
May 4, 2020.

May 28

Ardingly Films tbc

What’s on at Wakehurst
this spring:
6 March

Hen willow weaving

22 March

Nature wellbeing and mindfulness

3 April

Plant support willow weaving

4 April

Spring wreath making

4–19 April

The Gruffalo adventures

1 May

Flower willow weaving

9 May

Botanical candle making

For more information and booking
visit kew.org/wakehurst
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Anyone for cricket?

Ardingly Climate Action

Ardingly Cricket Club was founded in 1890, is still thriving and
welcomes new players, young and old.

A group of residents and representatives of local businesses
have met up to discuss what actions can be taken to address
climate change in our community and how we can:

Membership is £2 a year and players only pay match fees when
they play.

Reduce the carbon footprint of the parish and enable the
village to become more sustainable and resilient

The club has often run a junior section, but at the moment the
juniors seem to be missing. Anyone interested in getting
involved, or know others that might be, then please get in touch
with the club secretary, David Port, on 892733 or email
dlport@btinternet.com

Help to create a secure future for the village, its inhabitants
and its wildlife.
We have posted a list of recycling opportunities for good
causes on the village web site.
Did you know that repair cafes are held every month in
Chailey and Forest Row? Lindfield Primary School take old
Walkers crisp packets, while Cloughs take old biros.

The club works closely with Ardingly College and is grateful to
them for providing their indoor facilities, which means the club
is now holding indoor nets practise every Thursday evening up
to and including May 7 from 8.30-10pm at the College, again on
a pay-as-you-go basis (£3 for adults).

Do check the list for more details. A few tips include:
Old metal and clean tin foil: Give to Steve Doerr (892431). He
collects and sells it to raise funds for the Old Jeshwang
Maternity Clinic in The Gambia

Members are holding a Curry & Quiz Night at 7.30pm on
Saturday, March 21 in Hapstead Hall. Teams/tables of six will be
treated to a fun night out. Tickets at £12 per person are available
from David Port on 892733 or at dlport@btinternet.com

Milk bottle tops: Give to Jill Veasey (892442). She passes them
to the Trefoil Guild and are donated for recycling into things
like wheelchairs.

The club’s annual Cricket Week is July 14-19. More details in
next Village Voice.

Milk and juice bottle tops: Give to the Bay Tree café in the
Orchards, Haywards Heath

Telephone box update

Old Biros and highlighters: take to Cloughs, Sunte Avenue,
Lindfield.

Thanks to readers who contacted Village Voice regarding
possible future use of the red telephone box outside the Post
Office. There were only a few responses were in favour of it
being used as a book exchange.

Very old towels, or blankets – Horsham & District Cat’s
Protection http://www.cats.org.uk/horsham and some local vets
can use these (check first)
The group is investigating how best to protect and restore our
biodiversity and is working with the Parish Council to get its
support. For more information email:
ardinglyclimateaction@gmail.com or contact the parish clerk.

Last year the parish council said it would take a tentative look
at proposals. It is understood councillors are currently looking
at its priorities for this year.
Any views on the phone box email busscathy1@gmail.com

Studio 5
• Family friendly salon
• Open six days a week
• Ladies’ cut and blow dry
• Colour, highlights, perms
• Men’s cuts
• Kids’ cuts
Call 01444 892602
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Ardingly Parish Council Annual Report 2019/20
Chairman’s Annual Report 2020
We have been spending a lot of time working on the Showground development proposals, and
had also attempted to meet with our District Councilliors to discuss the points that both you and
the parish council have raised, unfortunately this meeting was cancelled at the last minute due to
the councillor being unwell, we are trying to rearrange a new meeting as soon as possible.
The report relating to the first round of the consultation has just been released, and is available on
line for all to read.
We have also had a further meeting with the Showground, who informed us that they will be
holding a Public meeting in March/April the date to be confirmed, and at that stage will have
copies of the proposed scheme for us to see and comment on, we have requested that this meeting
be held in Hapstead Hall, this being before the next round of district council consultation.
On a lighter note the council has created a working party covering Wellbeing and Events that are held
throughout the year in the Village, and would be pleased to receive any ideas which would help make these events better
Regarding the Pavilion refurbishment scheme, we have had further meetings with reference to the quotations that we received and
are now finalising the total costs to enable us to start the grant funding process, hopefully we may be in a position soon to have a
start date for the works.
Derek Stutchbury, Ardingly Parish Council chairman

Hapstead Hall management committee

Recreation and open spaces committee

At the time of this report the overall income for the hall is
approximately £1,600 up over last year.

We have received the tenders for the proposed works at the
Pavilion and have had further
meetings to discuss various
points to assist in finalising
the total figure, which then
allows us to approach the
grant funding opportunities
that are available to us.

This is due to the hiring having increased and also the fund
raising events. The expenditure has decreased by approximately
£1,200 due to our Clerk’s ever watchful eye. However, without
the grant from the parish council the hall finances would mot be
so healthy.
During the year the two halls and corridor were decorated which
has really made the interior of the building look a lot brighter. It
is hoped that during
the coming year the
floor will be
resurfaced.

Once we know that the
total funding is in place we
can instruct the contractors
to start the works. Hopefully
this will be later this year.

We have had several
well supported events
through the year. The
Centenary dinner to
celebrate Henry Hett
donating Hapstead
Hall to the village in
1919 proved popular
as did the puppet
show and Christmas
Fay r e a n d C a r o l
Service in December.

The tennis courts are due to
be cleaned and repaired
again this year with the
works due to start in the
next few weeks

I have to thank all
t h o s e wh o h e l p e d
organise and set up these events as well as John Crutchley and
the St Peter’s Church team for the Carol Service. Likewise, my
thanks to hall clerk William Pradel who does a fantastic job and
Kim Meaden who keeps the hall clean and tidy.

Derek Stutchbury

We are also having the top
section of the street light
replaced in the recreation
car park by the front of the
public loos.

Finally, I would like to thank the committee, made up of two
parish councillors and members of various village organisations,
for their help and who give up their time to help run the hall.
Please do not forget this is our village hall and do try to support
any events held there or even consider holding your own event.
It is fully equipped and the charges are very reasonable.
Rob Lawson

This has been out of action for some time, this is also due to be
completed in the next week or so.
Chairman, Recreation and Open spaces committee

Village Voice needs your help
Volunteers required for the distribution of the Village Voice
The Village Voice is hand delivered by a team of volunteers
and urgently needs a new member.
The delivery round available is from Cob Cottage to
Wakehurst/Selsfield Road and takes about an hour. It would
be a total of 39 issues delivered four times a year.
For more information please contact Ken Monk on 01444
892857

Chairman, Hapstead Hall management committee
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Planning committee
The role of the planning committee is to review planning
applications submitted to Mid Sussex District Council (MSDC)
and reply with our suggestions or objections. We refer to the
Neighbourhood Plan and considerations include:
• Traffic and highway safety issues
• Overlooking, loss of privacy and loss of light
• Scale of the development
• Design, appearance, layout and material
• Loss of important open space or physical features
• Noise, disturbance or smells
• Local knowledge of drainage or other possible problems with
the surface
• Impact on the surroundings
This year there have been two significant applications development of the land south of the Showground – the Red car
park or SA25 as it is known in planning circles, and the proposal
for a new car park in the grounds of Ardingly college.
The college has presented its plans both to a public planning
committee meeting and to a small team from the parish council
planning committee who visited the site. Our conclusion is that
this will improve pedestrian safety within the college campus,
which includes public rights of way, and will reduce the amount
of traffic queuing on College Road and will improve safety on
the road but we have reservations that the new entrance to the
car park is currently in the 50 mph zone and does not benefit
from a dedicated right turn zone.
In September last year MSDC outlined proposals for each town
or village in its draft Development Plan Document (DPD). For
Ardingly, in Site Allocation 25, there is a proposal for 100
dwellings in the Red car park. This is the field south of the
showground between the southern perimeter road and our
recreation ground and school.

We had just a six week consultation period ending in
November to disseminate this info to the parish, collate your
views and submit our response. We leafleted as many
households as we could about the proposal, ran an open
morning at Hapstead Hall, met MSDC and the Showground,
and had many internal council meetings to formulate our
response
Within the village
and your council
there were many
points of view from
outright objection to
any houses,
to
acceptance that we
needed many more
houses to help
maintain sustainable shops and services in Ardingly and to
protect the Showground from eventually closing down.
The consensus was that we did need more houses, but 100
was too many. In our response to MSDC we commented on
all of the criteria used to come up with the recommendation
for 100 dwellings on SA25, and objected to many of them.
As a result your council’s official position is that “the size of
the development at SA25 is too large.” The main reasons for
this due to the impact of the rural nature of the village, but
also traffic and social impacts.
We are having further meetings with both MSDC and the
Showground to see what they are prepared to do to help us
achieve this and to get the best outcome for the village if the
development does go ahead.
The second round of the consultation process starts this
Spring. We will keep you updated on progress, mainly via the
Parish Council website and our noticeboards.
Chris Hotblack, Planning Committee Chairman

Finance committee

Well-being and events
The parish council has set up a well-being and events
working group.
The aim is to look at events which play a part in bringing the
village community together.
First on the agenda is Commonwealth Day which falls on
Monday, March 9.
For a number of years the Parish Council has held an event to
mark the day and this year is no exception.
Parish Councillor Kathryn James said : “We will meet for our
annual celebration of the Commonwealth of Nations on
March 9.
“Everyone is cordially invited to join us. There will be a brief
ceremony with refreshments to follow.”
It is also hoped to mark the 75th anniversary of VE Day
(Victory in Europe). One suggestion is to hold a street party in
the village.
Further details of the programme and timings will be made
available through posters in the village. Please watch out for
these and, in the meantime, put the date in your diaries.
Other events the group will be looking to be involved with
include a village day which is held at the start of September
as well the Silver Saturday tea party , a national celebration of
older people and their contribution to the community.
This event held last October enjoyed support from Mid Sussex
District Council and it is hoped this will prove the same this
year.
The working group welcomes suggestions from villagers.
Please contact the parish council clerk or Cllr Kathryn James.
5

This year was all about trees. The recreation and open spaces
committee discovered the parish council owned more trees in
the recreation ground on the hedge line near the Cricket
Pavilion this year.
All these trees needed attention and then two of the oak trees
on the green next to Street Lane were looking a bit unhealthy.
The parish council has a duty of care not just to the trees but all
parishioners too and so we had to professionally investigate the
health of both trees. Fortunately, both are far more robust than
they look and only need a bit of a cosmetic makeover.
The draft budgets were considered by the committee in early
November 2019 and approved in the full council in January.
The proposed precept for April 2020/21 is £87,921. This is a 4.1
per cent increase from last year.
MId Sussex District Council has issued the tax base figures for
April 2020/21 which also show an increase on last year. The
increase in the council tax will therefore be 2.94%.
Rowena Chalk
Finance committee chairman

Parish Council Annual Meeting
The annual parish council meeting will be
held at 7.30pm on Thursday, May 14.
All are welcome to come and take advantage
of the chance to meet your parish councillors
and ask questions about local matters and
discuss the annual report

News from St Peter’s
Primary School

Annual Scarecrow Festival
The annual Ardingly Scarecrow Festival will be taking place this
year from Saturday, May 16 to Saturday, May 23.

Last term pupils helped to make lanterns
for Wakehurst’s stunning Glow Wild
event.
After this excitement the new year and
new term has seen plenty of activities as
well as the normal learning.
We are fortunate to be able to continue to have a number of
authors visit the school to talk to the children about their books
and writing generally. We have also had storytellers visiting - one
particular highlight for the younger pupils was active
participation in the re-telling of The Snail and The Whale. Given
this included use of water pistols to experience the sea swell, it
is fair to say this was a successful lesson.
The older children have been able to experience the joy of music
making. Years 3 and 4 are going to have whole class violin
lessons this term, with years 5 and 6 taking over in the Summer
term. It is perhaps no coincidence that this term’s focus for
collective worship in school is Courage, needed in this instance
by both players and listeners.
We will be having a Mother’s Day assembly in school later this
term, on the afternoon of March 19. The pupils will be able to
recognise just how important mums are to them and share this
with parents.
Lastly, we have been fortunate to be able to introduce a new
addition to the school. Flapjack, a 6yr old golden Labrador
retriever, has been adopted as our school dog and is already
making an impact. The children have taken to Flapjack really
well, with some who have previously been very cautious around
dogs finding the courage to come and stroke her. Flapjack is
busy making friends every day!

THE ARDINGLY INN
Street Lane, Ardingly, RH17 6UA
01444 892214

Type to enter text

B and B Guest House
Traditional pub food
Stone baked pizzas eat in or to take-away
Outdoor seating
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During the week, our
s p e e d - b u s t i n g
scarecrows will be
appearing throughout
the village. You might
see them sitting on walls
and benches, hanging
from trees, or even
diving through bushes.
We hope as many
residents as possible will
take part in this
community event by
making a scarecrow.
If you want to make a
scarecrow but have no
space to display it, let us know and we will find a spot.
There will be a prize for the best scarecrow so it’s time to get
creative.
Previous winners have included George (in the) Bush (pictured
on the right), Donald Trump making Ardingly Slow Again, and
George the Baker.
The Festival is run by Safer Streets in Ardingly - a local campaign
group set up by parents who want to positively contribute to the
ongoing traffic calming work in the village.
Get in touch with Tammy (tam_nel@yahoo.co.uk) or Esther
(estherwilliams_2000@yahoo.co.uk), or join our Facebook
group: Safer Streets in Ardingly.

New shoots as gardening club shuts

Stone Mill

After 106 years the Ardingly Gardening Club - formerly known
as the Horticultural Society has been formally disbanded.

Stone Mill was situated in the
valley opposite Wakehurst.

Roy Simmonds, secretary, said: “We hope that in the near future
the local community will find enthusiasm to start such a society
again.”

It comprised The Mill, three
fields, two cottages and garden.

But already enthusiasts are looking to create a new and different
group - Gardeners’ Gathering - an informal community of like
minded gardeners.

All the milling required by the
parish was performed by the
brook known, variously, as Stone,
Cob and Cockhaise depending on
the lands it passed through. The
Mill and cottages were demolished in 1910.

Initial ideas include sharing information on wildlife care in the
garden; swapping seeds; running a honey and apple fair in
conjunction with the Village Day and a pop-up fair during the
Christmas fair.
!

More information available from the Ardingly History
Archives.

There will be informal monthly gatherings at the Ardingly Inn.
For more details contact Angela Southon on 07977557837
!

The History Society meets monthly in Hapstead Hall. For
more information cal 01444 483363.

School scholarships on offer!
Two Foundation Scholarships, covering 100 per cent of the
!
cost of a child’s private school education for 10 years,
from
ages eight-to 18, are available to children currently in Year 3
at a state primary school.

Mid Sussex Dog Training School
Dog Training/Puppy Classes
www.midsussexdogtrainingschool.co.uk

Foundation Scholars join Cumnor House Sussex, Danehill, in
Year 4 through to Year 8 when they move on to one of
Kenmore’s 16 independent senior school partners, subject to
meeting a school’s entry criteria.

07791 661301
Kennel Club Listed
Member APDT 00563
Join us to train

The scholarships are means-tested and awarded to children
who excel academically and show potential in art, design
technology, drama, music or sport. Two places are available
for children starting in Year 4 in September 2020.

your dog and have

Mrs M Burr

ABIPDT

Member KCAI

Applications are open until April 30, 2020.

!

fun at the same
time
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Pickeridge Farm

Rache M

Cob Lane, Ardingly, RH17 6ST

07985 192128

Pasture-fed lamb (March/April)
Free-range Saddleback pork (April-June)

c e dgefa

Honey, kindling & more!

F

To reserve your meat box or for more information
Contact: Rachel Milliken
07985 192128
pickeridgefarm@gmail.com

Follow us at @pickeridge
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Ardingly Parish Councillors

Local Telephone Numbers ( 01444 )

Derek Stutchbury (chair) 892975
derek.stutchbury@ardingly.org
Chris Hotblack (vice chair)
07738282503
chris.hotblack@ardingly.org
Jonathan Aloof 892793,
jonathan.aloof@ardingly.org
Paul Burr 892357, paul.burr@ardingly.org
Rowena Chalk 892206, rowena.chalk@ardingly.org
Barry Gass 07734514206, Barry.gass@ardingly.org
James Horsman 07730 989 699, james.horsman@ardingly.org
Jeremy James 07899 902 359, jeremy.james@ardingly.org
Kathryn James 07703 295 081, kathryn.james@ardingly.org
Brian Strutton 891660, brian.strutton@ardingly.org
Gary Taylor 07717 852 203, gary.taylor@ardingly.org
Clerk: Bernadette Cox 01444 226209 clerk@ardingly.org
Financial officer: Helen Schofield, 07958378371,
rfo@ardingly.org
Minutes of the parish council meetings can be found at
ardingly.org

M.T. Holman

Central Heating & Plumbing
01444 892499 07887924765

!"#$

34 The High Street. Ardingly. RH17 6TD. mtholman@greenbee.net

01444

230 230
Burgess Hill

EDUCATION
Angels & Urchins Toddler Group
Ardingly Activity Centre
Ardingly College
Ardingly College Music School
St. Peter's C. of E. Primary School
St. Peter's Pre-School
WORSHIP
St. Peter's Anglican Church

892 332

SHOPS
Ardingly Antiques & Interiors
Ardingly Cafe
Fellows Bakery
Gatwick Scuba
Peking Chef Takeaway
Post Office
Studio 5 Hairdressers

892 270
891 113
892 257
891 402
892 333
892 201
892 602

MEDICAL
Lindfield Medical Centre

484 056

SPORTS
Ardingly Activity Centre
Badminton Club
Cricket Club
Football Club
Short Mat Bowls
Swimming Club
Tennis Club
Tennis Courts for Hire

892 549
892 203
892 012
891 010
892 717
892 113
892 064
892 064

SOCIAL / HOBBIES
Ardingly History Society
Ardingly Twinning Association
Ardingly Village Club
Ardingly Women’s Institute
Ardingly British Legion
Housebound Reader Service (HH Library)
JK Theatre Arts
Koorana Centre, Sayso Hall
South of England Agricultural Society
Tanzen Dance Academy
Wakehurst

410 410
Haywards Heath

892 769
892 769
892 717
892 717
892 769
892 540

CHARITIES
Ardingly Old Jeshwang Association
NSPCC
Imara-Uganda Education Fund.

892 431
892 692
892 368

PUBS
Ardingly Inn
Gardeners Arms

892 214
892 328

Cricket Pavilion
St. Peter’s Church Centre
Koorana Centre, Sayso Hall

Station Taxis

483 363
892 012
892 457
892 717
892 313
255 444
07504 059640
810 295
892 700
01342 321982
894 066

YOUTH GROUPS
Ardingly Beavers
Ardingly Cubs
Ardingly Guides
Ardingly Rainbows & Brownies
Ardingly Scouts
St. Peter's Church Children's Activities

HALLS for HIRE
Hapstead Hall, Mr William Pradel

01444

892 332
892 549
893 000
893 271
892 314
07969 890907

07565 098312
clerkhapsteadhall@gmail.com
226 209
416 707
carol@catmill.co.uk
810 295

POLICE - LOCAL PCSO Dial: 101 ext. 531005
8 2

