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Exciting Events at the South of England Showground
Message from Iain Nicol, CEO South of England Agricultural Society: It is difficult to imagine that spring is on the way, as I sit
here in the grip of the “beast from the east” and the village sprinkled with snow.
However, spring will be with us soon enough and we are getting excited with the imminent launch of Spring Live! the
revamped Spring Garden & Leisure Show. With new content and layout changes, Spring Live! will focus on celebrating all
aspects of the great outdoors; where friends and families can
enjoy sharing lots of new experiences together with plenty of
outdoor pursuits and interactive entertainment including a new
live music stage, survival skills workshops and inspiring
creative zones.
Spring Live! is the perfect day out for all ages with a huge range
of things for all the family to get involved in, whether its
juggling and plate spinning in the circus skills area, archery
and axe throwing or getting creative with our giant colouring
cube. Mini monster trucks offer exhilarating rides for parents
and children or you can try something more traditional at the
vintage fairground or maypole dancing.
A new live music stage, sponsored by Sussex Downs College,
will be rolling out an exciting two-day programme featuring
award winning past and present students to entertain the
crowds. Twenty-four other schools in the region have also
taken part in a competition to win one of two slots during the
weekend.
Gardening continues to be a key focus of the show with top
gardening tips provided in the Gardening Theatre, where
gardening guru Jean Griffin of BBC Sussex, Surrey and Kent will
chair another exciting programme of Q&A sessions with a
panel of horticultural experts.
There will be new exhibitors this year and hundreds of inspiring plants in the nursery area as well as an extensive range of
gardening equipment to buy. The National Vegetable Society will be in full swing, offering advice and selling young plants
making an exciting ‘fork to plate’ exercise for the whole family.
Animals will feature heavily with the mini sheep show, donkey rides and some exotic reptiles on show. Dogs can also take
part in a new fly ball competition as well as the fun dog agility courses.
The annual South East Regional Alpaca Show will take place in the Abergavenny Building and visitors can learn more about
the British countryside and what the South of England Agricultural Society is doing.
You can enjoy great food and drink in the Norfolk Pavilion Café or in a new covered food court with music. There also
many other tasty treats to take home, plus plenty of retail therapy on offer for country crafts and clothing, gifts and DIY,
home wares, wellies and handbags! For more information and to buy tickets in advance please visit our website
www.seas.org.uk
There will be two summer concerts this year with Steps supported by Blue and Aqua on Saturday 30 June and Simple Minds
and The Pretenders with very special guest KT Tunstall on Saturday 1 September.
A new car parking and traffic management plan and smaller audience numbers will reduce disruption to village residents
this year and we will be working with the Parish Council and Mid Sussex District Council to ensure we do all we can to
minimise inconvenience.
For more information please visit our website www.southofenglandeventcentre.co.uk

With many thanks to our sponsor:

South of England Agricultural Society

Message From Our Parish Council Chairman

Dates For Your Diary

The days are drawing out with the promise of Spring not far away.
It’s the time of year to take stock and see what we need to do to
make this year better than last. As a Parish Council we have
recruited another Co-opted member to replace Ken Monk who is
standing down after 35 years on the Council. We had a number
of candidates for the position, a healthy sign that the next
generation are interested in taking the village forward in a rapidly
changing world.

Please note that the village calendar is on www.ardingly.org.
Should you have an event to add, contact the Parish Clerk

It’s also a time to thank those people who quietly make a
difference to village life, Margaret Meldrum for producing the VV
and the team of distributor’s who make sure the whole village get
a copy. Pat Killian who keeps our Village tidy, our part time
Clerks our RFO and all those who sit on village committees. It
was also great to see the turn out for the bulb planting, it will not
be long now until you see the fruits of your labour around the
village.
Mick Brixey
Chair, Ardingly Parish Council
www.Ardingly.org
Twitter: @ArdinglyParishC

Come celebrate Commonwealth Day
at the ‘Fly the Flag’ event led by the
children of Ardingly!
Monday, 12th March 2018 from 10am-12 noon at
Hapstead Hall where refreshments will be served.

Parish Council Annual Meeting
24th April
7:30pm

Hapstead
Hall

All
are
welcome to
come and
take advantage
of
the
opportunity to
meet your
Parish Council and
ask questions
about local matters
and discuss the annual report for 2017/2018.
There will be speakers on topics of local interest
and free refreshments, so we hope to see many of
you there!

6th March

Parish Council Meeting, Hapstead Hall, 7:30pm

8th March

Ardingly Films present: ‘Goodbye Christopher
Robin;’ Hapstead Hall, 7:30pm, doors at 7pm.
Tkts £6 available at Post Office and Bakery

10th March

Ardingly Twinning Society Cheese & Wine
Evening, Hapstead Hall, between 7pm and
9:30pm, All welcome!

12th March

Commonwealth Day Celebration followed by
refreshments, Hapstead Hall, 10-12 noon

14th March

Ardingly History Society AGM, Hapstead Hall,
7:45pm, All are very welcome!

10th April

Parish Council Meeting, Hapstead Hall, 7:30pm

10th April

Ardingly History Society welcomes Mr. Peter
Lovett who will give a talk on ‘The Influence of
Invasions on the English Language,’ Hapstead
Hall, 7:45pm, Non members £3

12th April

Ardingly Films TBC, Hapstead Hall, 7:30pm,
doors at 7pm. Tkts £6 available at Post Office
and Bakery

22nd April

Mobile Civic Freighter Collection, Street Lane
Car Park, Ardingly, 10am-12 noon

24th April

Parish Council Annual Meeting, Hapstead Hall,
7:30pm, All welcome, refreshments available!

5th May

South of England Show discounted resident
tickets on sale, Hapstead Hall, 10-12 noon

6th-7th May

South of England Spring Live Garden & Leisure
Show, 9am-5pm, Adult advnce tkts £9, door £11

8th May

Parish Council Meeting, Hapstead Hall, 7:30pm

12th May

South of England Show discounted resident
tickets on sale, Hapstead Hall, 10-12 noon

6th June

Parish Council Meeting, Hapstead Hall, 7:30pm

7th-9th June

South of England Agricultural Show, 9am-6:30pm

Discounted Show Tickets for Villagers
The South of England Show tickets will be on sale at a reduced
price for Ardingly residents only in Hapstead Hall’s small hall
two Saturdays in May from 10am - 12noon. Saturday 5th May
and Saturday 12th May in the small hall.
Please make a note of these two dates as this will be the only
information that will be made available with regard to the sale of
these tickets. The show will be held on the 7th, 8th & 9th June.

Spring Cleaning Inside and Out! - Ardingly
Waste Freighter Joined by
Green Garden Waste
Save the date of Sunday 22nd April 10am
- 12noon to have an enormous clear
out. Please note a dedicated garden
waste truck will also be available again
so please make use of this facility – a great opportunity to have a
clear out in the house and garden!! The waste freighter will be
located in Street Lane Car Park. Please note not to park in the
middle of the car park as this will restrict access, especially as
we will have two freighters.
Just a reminder below of the items that will NOT be accepted:
Electrical items, Large amounts of rubble, Tins of paint/garden
type chemicals.
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Please support this service so that it can continue in the future.
Members of the Parish Council will be available on the morning
to give a helping hand if needed. Any queries, please contact the
Clerk on 01444 226209 in advance of the day. The freighter will
return in October – date to be confirmed.

School Notes
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Pre-School Notes

We have had a wonderful start to the Spring
term at St. Peter’s C.E. Primary School, with
each of our classes embarking on some
very exciting topics.
Our youngest
members of the school, Greenfinch and
Cuckoo class, have been ‘Celebrating Our Amazing Bodies’
beginning with a circus theme. Welcoming Splats Circus into
school to teach them a range of new skills, they have since
perfected and performed these to their parents. Both classes
have also visited Pizza Express as part of their science learning
on healthy
eating and
f
o
o
d
preparation in
design and
technology.
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Pre-school has been busily bringing in the
New Year by welcoming some new faces and
settling back into the routine after the
excitement of the Christmas holidays. We've
RD
Y
been exploring Winter and hibernation.
INGL
Following interest in nature and the natural
world we have explored birds, and flight, and actually all things
flying. The children have also been enjoying playing outside in
spite of the wet weather and the cold, and loving running about,
flying the kites they've made and playing catching games.

Thanks to the amazing fundraising efforts of last year, the children
are digging in the new sandpit, enjoying playing with their babies
in the new home corner, choosing and reading books from the
new display stand and enjoying lots of messy and creative play in
their new sensory tray. More events are being prepared including
an Easter Eggstravaganza and sponsored winter wellie waddle.
Have a look at our notice board outside Hapstead hall for regular
updates.
Contact Details:

Further up the
school, Robin
Class have been
preparing their CVs to apply for the job of ‘Stone Age Monster
Hunter’ as they journey from Stone Age to Iron Age. Earlier in
the term they enjoyed an incredibly comical drama workshop
which led them on an historical adventure travelling back 14
billion years! Swallow class meanwhile are exploring the 'Aweinspiring Amazon' and have already learnt through poetry that
50% of the world’s animals live there! Last, but by no means
least, Woodpecker class have been instructed to ‘Put That Light
Out!’ as they explore their World War II topic using drama to
experience what it may have been like for those who lived
through the Blitz.

Susie Wilson, chair of the PTA
Rebecca Barton-Jones, Supervisor, on 07969 890907 or by email
on info@st-peters-preschool-ardingly.org.

Can You Help? Pre-School Treasurer Required
The position of Pre-school Treasurer currently stands empty. The
role of Treasurer is an important one and is essential to fill to
ensure the safe and continued smooth running of Pre-school.
Becoming Treasurer is a great way to get involved in the
education of children, a wonderful and rewarding way to give
back to your community, meet friends and build up your CV
and skills.
If you, your partner or any local friends - regardless of whether
they are currently parents of pre-school aged children are
interested in learning more about the role, please contact the
Pre-school for more information about what the role entails.

In addition to this wonderful topic learning, on Monday 19th
February we launched our Festival of Reading! Each class is
enjoying a Dick King-Smith book which in turn will inspire some
great writing. Visiting authors, a ‘Reading around the World’
competition, an exciting family book trail, and dressing up as a
character from Dick King Smith on World Book Day, Thursday 1st
March, are just a few of the other activities planned to celebrate
the joy of reading.
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ANNUAL REPORT 2017/2018
Chairman’s Report
This last year has seen two major village projects move towards a point where concrete progress can be
made. The recreation ground Pavilion refurbishment is now in the hands of the MSDC planning department,
I think it would probably have been easier to get planning permission for a multi-story car park on the site of
the Oak car park than it has been for us to get permission to refurbish the Pavilion adding a small extension
and car park.
Will Meldrum has now started collating some data of the SID machines that indicate volume and speed of
traffic through the village. When there is enough information available the traffic committee will look at the
best ways of sharing that information with the village.
Rob Bonny has taken over from Ken Monk as Chair of the Hapstead Hall Committee, together with William Pradel the Hall Clerk and its
strong committee, I know the future of the Hall will be in safe hands.
Ken Monk BEM has decided to stand down from the Council after 35 years as a member, with several of those years as Chair. His
knowledge will be sorely missed by the council. When I moved to the village in 1979 Ken and Barbara ran the post office, then like now
the Post Office was a place to meet other villagers and learn what was happening in the village. Over the years Ken and Barbara’s
commitment to village life has been exemplary, there are few areas of village life that they not made a positive contribution to. I am sure
Ken will still get his umpire’s coat on this summer when called upon. Thank you Ken for all the help you have given me personally during
my years on the Parish Council. I will miss your knowledge and sound advice.
We are now in the happy position of having both a part time CILCA qualified Clerk, Sarah Mamoany, and a part time CILCA qualified
Responsible Finance Officer, Helen Schofield.
Mick Brixey, Chair of Parish Council

Finance Report

Emergency Planning Committee

Having held our budget steady for two years in a row we have
now had to increase our budget by just over 2% for 2018/19. This
is in the main due to expenses rising from our suppliers. We
continue to monitor our costs carefully to provide the best value
to the village. Our reserves remain in a healthy position however
as we have a number of assets including the recreation ground,
the tennis courts and Hapstead Hall that in time will need
significant investment, holding these reserves allows us to manage
unforeseen eventualities.

In preparation for any bad weather which may be experienced
over the winter months, the Council have prepared a Winter Plan
as well as a separate Emergency Plan, both can be seen on the
Parish Council website.
The Winter Management Plan is designed to help the village be
prepared for extreme weather conditions and has been put
together with consultation with West Sussex County Council.
The experience of the winter of 2010 highlighted the importance
of co-operation between the various agencies and the value of the
Parish Councils’ roles within their communities. The Parish
Council does not have a statutory duty to prepare for and deal
with snow and ice, but we are in a good position to work with the
principal authorities to plan a winter service according to local
needs.

We would like to thank Stephanie Sparkes, our outgoing
responsible finance officer and Helen Schofield, our new RFO, for
all their work during the year.
Will Meldrum, Committee Chair

Planning Committee Report

West Sussex County Council, as Highway Authority, has a duty
under s41 of the Highways Act 1980 “as far as is reasonably
practicable, safe passage along a highway is not endangered by
snow or ice” to maintain the public highways in West Sussex.
These do not include the A23 and A27 that remain the
responsibility of the Highways England. Section 150 of the Act
also contains a duty to remove obstructions on the highway.

Planning as always is a difficult area for our Council, with the
new District Plan still not in place and the NPPF in favour of
sustainable development.
As an example:
This year as a Parish Council we were lucky enough to have a first
class report written by two villagers with extensive knowledge of
Planning against putting a four bedroom house on the Oak Car
Park. MSDC had supported the Parish Council’s recommendation
to say no to the development, on the grounds that it was out of
scale and keeping with the area and against our NP. This decision
was taken to appeal by developers and the decision was
overturned. Developers who can call on the resources of expert
planning and legal advice on appeals means that until the District
Plan is in place and more weight is given at government level to
support Neighbourhood Plans, it’s always going to be difficult for
Parish Councils with limited resources.

Our own local trigger mechanism for activating farmers/
contractors is intended as a response only to significant weather
events. Should an event occur, the trigger mechanism to activate
the agreement will be via an advisory email to the key contacts
identified in our plan. The email from WSCC Highways will
approve the use of farmers or contractors for:
Precautionary salting and/or snow clearance of 2” (50mm) of
accumulated snow. Fill salt bins as required during the winter
with salt from the bulk bags stored locally following a significant
snow event.
WSCC have no objections to local councils/community groups
using the salt provided at their discretion and cost however
activities undertaken without instruction from WSCC, will not be
funded.

We have a committed Planning Committee who look at all the
plans that come through to the Parish Council, they are discussed
and we decide what comments to make on the applications.
Those comments are based on our layman’s understanding of
current Planning Laws and how that decision will affect the
village. I am sure some of our decisions will not please everyone,
but I think our planning committee is diverse enough to represent
most views in the village.

Jonathan Aloof, Committee Chair

Mick Brixey, Committee Chair
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Recreation and Open Spaces Committee

Traffic Committee Report

We are still awaiting planning permission for the refurbishment
works to the Pavilion and are hopeful that this should be granted
by the end of February; in the meantime, the Council have
formed a working party to take the project forward. We have
started the process of trying to obtain grant funding to assist with
these works; so if anyone has ideas of how funds could be raised
we would be only too pleased to hear from you. Over the next
month we will be discussing with various contractors the plans
and hope to achieve competitive quotations, to enable us to look
at an early start date.

Last year saw the delivery of the first phase of our traffic calming
work. The mobile speed indicators purchased by the Parish
Council have been in use and the feedback we have received
does suggest that they have helped improve driving habits where
they are deployed. The Council were also able to provide speed
limit stickers to residents on the main through roads for their bins
to highlight the speed limit very visibly on bin days – we have
more available if you would like to request some please contact
the Clerk.

We have also been busy trying to obtain quotations for the works
to the public toilets that require carrying out to keep the facility in
a good useable condition. Again, we are out there approaching
the necessary departments for grant funding, this is always a slow
process, but we have some keen councillors and our clerk who
are working hard on this.
Some of you may have noticed the bright yellow salt bin that has
been sited by the garage in the Recreation Ground car park, this
position being the best for the gritting company to access the salt
as and when required, plus the new sign telling people where the
recreation grounds are, this being erected for us by the Haywards
Heath Cluster Group.
The children’s play area now needs some works too so again we
are going through the list that has been recommended by our
safety contractors. We have instructed the tree surgeons to cut
back the overhanging branches on the road leading to the tennis
courts and are also looking at ways to upgrade the road, again
more quotations and grant funding are required before these
works can be completed. So, a busy year ahead for us, so once
again any ideas on funding please let us know.

Working with WSCC Highways we have seen delivery of Phase 1
of the traffic calming work, which included; new rural looking
gateways with enhanced speed limit signs on College Road,
Lindfield Road and Selsfield Road; a new 40mph buffer zone
south of Bingham Cottages, dropped kerbs at either end of the
High Street to help crossing for those with buggies or wheelchairs
and bollards in the High Street to protect pedestrians.
I would also like to thank all the volunteers who joined us for SID
training in September and those who braved sub zero
temperatures in November to plant bulbs around the new
gateways, and in Little London to highlight the residential and
rural area the village is. This year we are looking to progress our
traffic calming further as we have funds available and we will be
looking to see firstly what is possible and then working with
WSCC Highways and residents to deliver the best solutions we
can within our budget.
Come along to the Parish Council
meetings and the Traffic Committee meetings to find out more
and keep an eye on the village website ardingly.org as well as our
Facebook and Twitter activity.
Stuart Noel, Committee Chair

Derek Stutchbury, Committee Chair

HAPSTEAD HALL – ANNUAL REPORT 2017/18
Hapstead Hall is managed by a Committee made up of 3 Parish Councillors, representatives of village organisations
and residents of the village. The Parish Council are the Custodian Trustees of the Hall. The Hall Charity was set up so
that Hapstead Hall could be used by any local group to help foster a sense of community in the village.
This year we have finally sorted out and carried out repairs to the roof, the second boiler for heating and water has
been replaced and the external painting has been agreed and will be carried out in the spring. The appeal for
financial help towards the repairs to the clock has been very successful and as soon as the weather permits the work
will be carried out. Very many thanks to those who generously contributed. Bookings for the hire of the Hall are good,
although without the grant of £8,000 from the Parish Council, it wouldn’t be a financial success.
Thanks to the Clerk, William Pradel, who has proved to be an excellent member of staff, sorting out many problems. Also, thanks to Kim
Meaden for her work.
Finally, I have retired from all Parish Council work, including Chairman and member of Hapstead Hall Committee, after many years (since
1983), as I feel the time has come for younger members of the Parish to get involved. Many thanks for all who have supported me.
Ken Monk BEM, Retired Committee Chair

Hapstead Hall Management Committee News
Hapstead Hall Christmas Fayre: We would like to thank you all very much for making the Christmas Fayre a very enjoyable occasion.
Many thanks to all who helped to erect the staging on the Friday afternoon and those who assisted in taking it down afterwards and
generally tidying up - A superb team. Thanks to all the stallholders who decorated their stalls. We hope they had a successful day. Many
thanks to Rev. John Crutchley and St. Peter's Choir for the lovely carol singing supported by a good response in the number of locals who
attended. Last, but not least, thanks to those who fed us with Fellows mince pies and mulled wine during the carol singing
Hapstead Hall Clock Appeal: We would like to thank you for all generous donations received following our Appeal. We are now well on
our way in carrying out the required work on the clock. Thank you again for your generosity.
New Chairman: The Hapstead Hall Trustees announce that, after many years leading the charity, Mr Ken Monk is to stand down as
its Chairman. Mr Rob Lawson, has taken over the role of chairman for the committee. The Trustees would like to take this opportunity to
thank Ken for all his dedication and hard work as chairman and wish him all the best in his retirement.
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Ardingly 1sts will be playing in Central League Division 8
alongside Felbridge & Sunnyside 2nds, St Matthias, Three Bridges
3rds, Bolney, Preston Nomads 4th, Colemans Hatch, Smallfield
Manor, Horsted Keynes, and Scaynes Hill 2nds. The second team
will be playing in Central League Division 11 North alongside,
Scaynes Hill 3rd, East Grinstead 4th,Ansty 4th, St Andrews
3rd,Burgess Hill 4th, Felbridge & Sunnyside 4th, Forest Row 2nd,
and Hurstpierpoint 3rd.

Ardingly Cricket Club AGM and Update
At the recent Ardingly cricket club AGM
thirteen hardy souls crammed together in the
Recreation Ground Pavilion Lounge to be
warmed up by a State of the Nation address by
the Chairman Bill Swaffield. Unfortunately the
President, Ken Monk, was indisposed and
unable to attend but he sent his thanks to
everyone for their work last season and wished
everyone well for the 2018 season. This will be
his 50th year associated with Club.

There are a number of changes in the club hierarchy for next
season. Abhi Lohokare has stepped down from being 1st team
captain after 2 successful years of outstanding leadership with the
Club playing at its highest ever league status last year. Next
season the 1st Xl will be managed and led jointly by John
Hopkins and Sam Nurse with 2nd Xl being captained by Toby
Silverman. The Sunday Xl will be captained by Paul Meader
assisted by Iain Gordon. Unfortunately the Colts cricket will be
no more and this is simply due to a lack of youngsters wishing to
play. If there were adequate numbers then we would have both
U15 and U11 teams.

2017 sadly saw the demise of the Brookhouse and Highbrook CC
after many years of playing at an idyllic ground. Our joint Sunday
team will now be no more. Next season all home Sunday fixtures
will be played at Ardingly. There are also changes in the Saturday
League structure with all leagues in Sussex being re-constituted
into a single pyramid.
Continued next column

The Club remains in a healthy financial position and is very
grateful to Ardingly College and Robins Nest Day Nursery for
their generous sponsorships.

St. Peter’s Church Organ Gaining A New Tune
The organ at St. Peter’s Church plays a central part in Sunday
worship, weddings and funerals, not forgetting the amazing carol
service which was led by an augmented choir. Many thanks to all
who participated.

Winter indoor nets are once again at the College on Tuesday
evenings from 8.30 to 10pm until 24th April. As always new
members are most welcome and at the time of writing we are
pleased to have made five valued recruits.

The organ was built and installed by Paul Rayner-Brown FISOB
FIMIT in 1971 and he still tunes and maintains it. Responding to
reports of problems with some of the bass notes, in the form of a
“clonking noise,” Paul discovered many of the damping felts were
worn and/or had become displaced, allowing metal to metal
contact and other issues of wear were also discovered.

A cricket week is planned for 18th to 22nd July . This will be the
third year of returning a popular event to the Village. Each
evening there will be a BBQ and bar. We welcome everyone and
anyone to come along and enjoy our hospitality.
Finally if anyone who reads this is minded to join the club in any
capacity then like most Village organisations we need and
welcome volunteers to help us. You don’t need to know anything
about cricket, all that is required is for you to bring a little
bonhomie to the party. Contact: David Port, Secretary, 07831
571482, dlport@btinternet.com or Nick May, 01444 892012,
ardinglymays@hotmail.com.

As a result the organ needs to be partially dismantled and some
parts taken to Paul’s workshop. This specialised work does not
come cheaply, but by doing the repairs now more serious issues
will be avoided from developing.
Many thanks to Paul for his continuing care and expert help
ensuring that the Organ can fill the church with its rather special
sound, in the months and years to come.

Flint Physiotherapy
Rebecca is a local Physiotherapist with over 12
years’ NHS and private healthcare experience.
Rebecca prefers to see clients in their own
homes to fully assess function in their own
environment.
Examples of the treatments offered:
• Treatment and management of joint pain
• Rehabilitation following knee/hip surgery
• Improving mobility and balance
• Promotion of independence following
illness
• Mobility assessments in nursing /
residential homes
Please do not hesitate to contact Rebecca if
you have questions or would like to discuss
individual circumstances.
07572107064 / 01342 523449
rebecca@flintphysiotherapy.co.uk
www.flintphysiotherapy.co.uk
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Knitting To Aid Refugees - Thank You!

Friends, Ardingly Residents,
Countrymen, Please Support
Our Twinning Association!

A very big 'Thank you' to all who contributed to St Peter's Winter
appeal on behalf of Samara's Aid (www.samarasaidappeal.org)
with donations or knitted items.
An amazing 110 full banana
boxes of clothes, footwear and hygiene items, together with an
assortment of bedding, walking aids and so on were delivered. A
wonderful response! Many thanks, Sue Laker.

Priest House In West Hoathly Showcases Its
Suffragette Handkerchief Marking Centenary

As many, but possibly not enough, of you
know, the Ardingly Twinning Association
was founded in 2008 and for several years
we have run successful trips and
exchanges between Ardingly and our twin
town of Beuzeville in Normandy, France.

The only one of its kind open to the public, this beautiful 15th
century Wealden hall house stands in a traditional cottage garden
in West Hoathly.
It hosts a fascinating museum of Sussex
Folklore. The house was owned in turn by Henry VIII, Thomas
Cromwell, Anne of Cleves, Mary I and Elizabeth I.

Beuzeville is a lovely, small town in Normandy, within easy
reach of the ports of Dieppe, Le Havre and Caen and very near
the beautiful Normandy coast and the delightful resorts of
Deauville and Honfleur. A wonderful place to visit for a weekend
at any time of year.

February 6th 2018 saw the centenary of the Representation of the
People Act, which enfranchised more than eight million women
over the age of 30 for the first time and abolished most of the
property qualifications for men, giving the vote to more than five
million men over the age of 21. The passing of the historic act
will be marked by a new exhibition at the Priest House, home of
the suffragette handkerchief, embroidered by women held in
Holloway Prison in March 1912.

Our counterparts in Beuzeville are keen to come over to visit
Ardingly for the weekend of 19th to 20th May and we would
love to be able to welcome them. However, without the support
of more families in Ardingly and the surrounding areas (we have
several families who live in Haywards Heath and nearby
villages), this will not be possible and it may be necessary to
cease our links with them, due to lack of interest. Needless to
say, I believe that this would be an enormous shame for both
communities.

Several handkerchiefs or embroidered panels were produced by
Suffragettes in prison; each one is unique. The West Hoathly
handkerchief was organised by Mary Hilliard, who embroidered
‘Votes for Women, Holloway Prison, March 1912’ in the WSPU
colours of violet and green on a white ground and kept the
finished article, donating it to the British College of Nurses in
1942. When the college closed its collection was dispersed and
the handkerchief disappeared from view until the early 1970’s
when it was found at a jumble sale in West Hoathly by Dora
Arnold, Custodian of the Priest House at that time. The
handkerchief has been on display in the museum ever since.

Our friends in Beuzeville range from families with children to
retired couples and individuals, all keen to practise their English,
make new friends and explore new areas. An interest in France
and making new friends is essential, but an ability to speak
French or the facility to host a family is not! It would be helpful
to be able to accommodate a family or an individual, but the
French would be equally happy to stay in hotels or bed &
breakfasts nearby. It would simply be nice to be able to entertain
them over the weekend.
Please therefore help support the Twinning Association and pop
along to an informal Cheese and Wine evening in Hapstead Hall
March 10th from 7pm - 9:30pm to find out more. Details on
noticeboard outside Hapstead Hall or look out for flyers around
the village.
If you are interested in any aspect of the Twinning, email Jennifer
May at ardinglymays@hotmail.com or call her on 01444 892012.

M.T. Holman

Central Heating & Plumbing
01444 892499 07887924765

1974

!
!
34 The High Street. Ardingly. RH17 6TD. mtholman@greenbee.net

!

Mid Sussex Dog Training School

!

Dog Training/Puppy Classes
www.midsussexdogtrainingschool.co.uk
07791 661301
Kennel Club Listed
Member APDT 00563
Join us to train
your dog and have

Mrs M Burr
Member KCAI
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ABIPDT

!

fun at the same
time

Your Councillors

Local Telephone Numbers ( 01444 )
EDUCATION
Angels & Urchins Toddler Group
Ardingly Activity Centre
Ardingly College
Ardingly College Music School
St. Peter's C. of E. Primary School
St. Peter's Pre-School

Mick Brixey: (Chair)
mickbrixey@btinternet.com or
892 245
Derek Stutchbury: (Vice Chair)
dstutchbury@hotmail.co.uk or
892 975
Jonathan Aloof: jonathanaloof@tiscali.co.uk
or 892 793
Rowena Chalk: rowenachalk@gmail.com or 892 206
Pam Dennis: pamela@dennisfamily.co.uk or 892 692
James Horsman: jameshorsman@hotmail.com or 07730 989 699
Rob Lawson: rob.bonny@btinternet.com or 892 515
Will Meldrum: willmeldrum@yahoo.com or 891 520
Stuart Noel: stuartjcnoel@hotmail.com or 07903 311 808
Fiona Rocks: fmumme@aol.com or 891 716
Brian Strutton: bwstrutton@gmail.com or 891 660

WORSHIP
St. Peter's Anglican Church
SHOPS
Ardingly Antiques & Interiors
Fellows Bakery
Gatwick Scuba
Peking Chef Takeaway
Post Office
SF Tailoring
Studio 5 Hairdressers

Profile on Councillor James Horsman
I made Ardingly my home nearly three years ago and am so glad I
made the move. The day I arrived, I discovered my lovely new
neighbours had left a welcome card
and a box of freshly home-laid eggs on
my doorstep!
Having grown up in Sussex, I had
always been aware of the village but I
think few people outside of Ardingly
realise just what a special place it is –
with so many terrific assets such as the
reservoir, Wakehurst Place, and all the
diverse events that take place at the
South of England Event Centre!

As Ardingly’s newest appointed Parish Councillor I am so
impressed at the dedication of not only the Parish Council team,
but also all of the many people across the village that make
Ardingly the richly diverse place that it is. Like many in our area,
I commute daily to London, which means I appreciate how
relaxing life can be in our lovely village community.
So far, I have become involved in marshalling the Village Fun
Run, helping with the Speedwatch initiative and serving drinks at
the Village Cinema Night. If you see me around the village and
have an issue that the Parish Council might be able to help with,
please stop and say hello!
The Ardingly Village Voice is published by
the Ardingly Parish Council
Please submit all content to villagevoice.ardingly@gmail.com
for our summer issue by May 8th 2018. Should you have an
advertising inquiry please email or call 01444 891 520 to
discuss. Many thanks to everyone who supports or contributes!
Margaret Meldrum, Editor

01444

230 230
Burgess Hill

892 332
892 270
892 257
891 402
892 333
892 201
07949 707283
892 602

MEDICAL
Lindfield Medical Centre

484 056

SPORTS
Ardingly Activity Centre
Badminton Club
Cricket Club
Football Club
Short Mat Bowls
Swimming Club
Tennis Club
Tennis Courts for Hire

892 549
892 064
892 012
891 010
892 234
892 113
892 064
892 064

SOCIAL / HOBBIES
Ardingly Country Market
Ardingly History Society
Ardingly Horticultural Society
Ardingly Twinning Association
Ardingly Village Club
Ardingly Women’s Institute
Ardingly British Legion
Housebound Reader Service (HH Library)
JK Theatre Arts
Koorana Centre, Sayso Hall
South of England Agricultural Society
Tanzen Dance Academy
Wakehurst Place

My four-year-old daughter is a
particular fan of the swings at the
recreation ground!

892 332
892 549
893 000
893 271
892 314
07969 890907

892 147
483 363
892 007
892 012
892 457
892 717
892 313
255 444
07504 059640
810 295
892 700
01342 321982
894 066

YOUTH GROUPS
Ardingly Beavers
Ardingly Cubs
Ardingly Guides
Ardingly Rainbows & Brownies
Ardingly Scouts
St. Peter's Church Children's Activities
Ardingly Youth Club

892 769
892 769
892 717
892 717
892 769
892 346
891 716

CHARITIES
Ardingly Old Jeshwang Association
NSPCC

892 431
892 692

PUBS
Ardingly Inn
Gardeners Arms

892 214
892 328

HALLS for HIRE
Hapstead Hall, Mr William Pradel
07565 098312
clerkhapsteadhall@gmail.com
Cricket Pavilion
226 209
St. Peter’s Church Centre
416 707
carol@catmill.co.uk
Koorana Centre, Sayso Hall
810 295

01444

410 410
Haywards Heath

Station Taxis

POLICE - LOCAL PCSO Dial: 101 ext. 531005
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