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GARDENING GALORE
Horticulture takes centre stage at the forthcoming Spring Garden & Leisure Show with an increased emphasis on
everything green over the early Spring Bank Holiday weekend, May 6th and 7th at the South of England Centre.
This year’s event has the showground divided into zones, including Access the Countryside,
Green, Leisure, Horticulture and Pet, making it easier to explore all that’s on offer.
Central to the two-day event, is the Gardening Theatre. This will feature presentations to entice
everyone, from the novice gardener to the seriously horticultural. First ‘on stage’ is Dr Glynn
Percival from tree surgeons Bartletts with a demonstration on all things arboricultural and
advice on how to deal with everything from saplings to firmly established trees. Both local
education provider, Brinsbury College, and the world-famous NAFAS will provide wonderful
displays of flower-arranging demonstrations, followed by a gardeners’ question time.
The panel of Ask the Garden Experts comprises a range of highly qualified and knowledgeable
horticulturalists. The Chairman is the BBC’s roving gardening reporter Jean Griffin, a selfconfessed plant-a-holic who is known to radio listeners across the south-east. Her weekly programme of handy hints
and advice has been popular on radio stations since the 1970s.
As if all this were not enough to entertain, the Show includes the highly entertaining Mini Sheep Show; creatures great
and small; everything from dogs and alpacas to fur and feather. Younger visitors will enjoy the funfair and following the
Fluffy Duck Trail with the chance to win a prize, plus entertainment throughout the day.
Admission is great value, with a family ticket just £20 when bought in advance from www.springgardenshow.co.uk

With many thanks to our sponsor:
South England Showground

Hats off for HM Queen Elizabeth’s Diamond
Jubilee

Dates for your Diary

Much ado is afoot so keep your eyes open closer to the date.
Bunting to hang around the village is being made and donations
of woven cotton-type fabric and some help to stitch it would be
very welcome. If you are able to help, please call Sarah on
892681.
Events being organised include joining in with the nationwide ‘Big
Jubilee Lunch’ with a village picnic at the recreation ground on
the afternoon of 3rd June. There will also be a tea party in
Hapstead Hall on Monday 4th June at 16:00 by St Peter’s Church.
To reserve a place call Julie on 892521.

9th March

Music at St. Peter’s Concert, St. Peter’s Church
19:30

10th March

Bistro Evening & French Quiz, St. Peter’s
Church Centre, 19:30, £12.50

23rd March

Ladies Pamper Evening, PTA Fundraiser,
St. Peter’s School, Holmans, 19:30 £2.50

24th March

Spring Horticultural Show, Hapstead
Hall, 14:00-16:00

26th March

Happy Birthday Olivia!

29th April

Choral Workshop - Vivaldi’s Gloria, St.
Peter’s Church, PM

31st March

Free Open Day, Koorana Centre 12:00-15:00

West Sussex County Council has a goal to have 90% of the county
on so-called SuperFast Broadband by 2015 either through BT and
other providers’ commercial plans or by supplementing their
plans where necessary with additional funding.

5th May

Horticultural Society Plant Sale, Hapstead Hall
10:00-12:00,

5th May

Discounted South England Show Tickets on
Sale, Hapstead Hall, 10-12:00

We need to make it clear we want this improvement here now.
Please do your bit by completing this very simple and quick
survey - just go to http://www.westsussex-betterconnected.org.uk
and click on “Join our Broadband Campaign". Don't worry you
are not committing to anything at this stage, just providing
information. Please do it NOW!

12th May

Music at St. Peter’s Concert, St. Peter’s Church,
19:30

19th May

Discounted South England Show
Tickets on Sale, Hapstead Hall 10:00-12:00

26th May

Music@Ardingly, Julian Lloyd Webber, Emma
Johnson and John Lill in Concert, Ardingly
College Chapel, 19:30, £20

"Super Fast Broadband" In Ardingly?

Public Rights of Way

3rd June

While an annual review of footpaths and bridleways is undertaken
by WSCC Rangers, we wish to remind walkers to report obstructed
or poorly maintained footpaths to the Parish Clerk, Anne Rumble,
Email: annerumble@msn.com Tel: 01444-459713

Diamond Jubilee: The Big Jubilee Lunch - bring
your own blanket and bunting for a village wide picnic to toast the HM Queen Elizabeth,
from 12:00 noon

4th June

South of England Show Reduced Rate Tickets

Diamond Jubilee Tea Party, Hapstead Hall,
16:00

5th June

HM Queen Elizabeth’s Diamond Jubilee

Don’t forget to take advantage of being an Ardingly resident and
purchase your reduced rate South of England Show Tickets. They
will be on sale in Hapstead Hall Saturday May 5th or Saturday
May 19th May from 10:00 to 12 noon. Make a note now to avoid
disappointment.

Christmas Fayre & Carols a Great Success!
The Hapstead Hall committee would like to thank all who
attended on December 3rd to make the occasion such an
enjoyable success. Christmas Fayre 2012 will be December 1st.

Published by Ardingly Parish Council, West Sussex
Please submit all content to VillageVoice.Ardingly@gmail.com for
our Spring issue by May 16th 2012
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Ardingly Cricket Club Swings into Action

School Notes

2012 will be a significant one for Ardingly CC, as the 1st team will
be competing in Division Two of the Stoner Mid Sussex League,
the highest level we have achieved for some years, after winning
Division Three in 2011.

OUTSTANDING!
S t a f f , Pa r e n t s , P u p i l s a n d
Governors at St. Peter’s School are
delighted at the outcome of their
recent OFSTED inspection which
deemed them “Outstanding” in
all areas.
With just two days
notice, the school was one of the
first in the country to be inspected
under the new OFSTED framework. Amongst the many things
highlighted by the inspector during the two days were pupils’
progress, attainment and achievement all noted as outstanding,
alongside the quality of teaching and curriculum provision. The
report also stated how the behaviour and attitudes of the pupils at
school was excellent.

The 2nd team will be in Division 5, and hope to continue the
progress made in 2011.
The Junior Section has grown steadily and in 2012 we will enter
teams into the North and Mid Sussex League at under 9, under 11
and under 13. We hope to increase our junior membership from
45 to 55 this year. Many village clubs are struggling to survive,
and we are determined to keep cricket in Ardingly village going,
as it has done since 1890.
We also have an adult team which plays on Sundays, in
association with Brook House and Highbrook CC. Matches are
divided between Ardingly Recreation Ground, and the picturesque
ground at Brook House.

Staff at the school were delighted that the report highlights the
positive relationship it enjoys with parents and carers.

Ardingly CC welcomes players of all shapes, sizes and standards.
We are woefully short of sponsorship, and would welcome
discussions with any local businesses which may be able to help
develop the club further.
We could offer shirt or match
sponsorship, and have a professional-looking website which could
provide links to business websites for any sponsors.

The report also states that the school is very much part of the
village community,
“ The school plays a very important part in the life of the village
and has good links with schools and communities in other areas,
including abroad.” To read the report in full please visit: http://
www.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-report/
provider/ELS/126005

For queries, contact Nick May ardinglymays@hotmail.com, or see
our website, www.ardinglycc.org

Following OFSTED’s visit the inspector from the Diocese of
Chichester carried out a Statutory Inspection of St. Peter’s as an
Anglican school. Here too St. Peter’s was recognised, achieving
the highest grade (1) in all respects.

PTA Fundraiser Event

Ladies Pamper Evening at St Peter's School,
Holmans, Ardingly on March 23rd at 7.30pm; to raise money
for school equipment.
It will cost £2.50 to enter and you will receive a glass of
wine, a raffle ticket and enjoy many fantatic stalls. And there
will also be bubbles, chocolate and cakes on offer... so come
on Mums spoil yourselves!!!!

Many thanks to everyone for their hard work and contribution to
the school, making it such a special place and congratulations to
all for achieving such recognition.
Cath Pearson
Head Teacher

Children’s Boutique

“delightful, contemporary, traditional and handcrafted”

Toys & Gifts
Children’s Boutique is
our first store and is one
of a kind, specialising in
contemporary designs for
children’s accessories.
Based in the heart of
West Sussex our goal
is to offer exclusive and
rare products: designs
that captivate, inspire
and work.

• Free gift wrap service
• Baby change facilities
• Free parking

Nannies • Nanny PAs
Babysitters • Mobile Crèche
Housekeepers • Mother’s Help

Trustworthy, premier,
established agency,
passionate about
great childcare.
For the finest service
call 01444 891677

1 Devon House, Street Lane, Ardingly, West Sussex RH17 6SZ

www.harmonyathome.co.uk

www.harmonyathome.co.uk/shop
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ARDINGLY PARISH COUNCIL
Annual Report – 2011/12
Chairman’s Report
As you can see from the other Committee reports it has been another eventful year. The most demanding issue has been by far the
proposed development sites at Butcher’s Field and Standgrove Field which have recently been turned down by Mid-Sussex District
Council. We are now in the process of organising a Neighbourhood Plan which will take us forward in consulting with the community
and linking in with the Mid Sussex District Plan.
I would like to thank all the parish councillors who give so much of their time to the parish and our staff for all their hard work throughout
this last year. I would like particularly to thank both our Parish Clerk, Anne Rumble and our Financial Officer, Rachel Jarvis, for their
sterling work. I would also like to thank you for your continued support in the Parish.
George Ruse, Chair, Parish Council
Finance Committee
Below are the summary of budgets for 2012/13 versus 2011/2012. Our budget for 2012/13 has increased by 2% over the previous year.

2012 / 13
-£150
£9,768

Communications
Administration
Hapstead Hall
Recreation Ground
Environment

£27,950

£13,141

2011 / 12
£0
£9,770
£27,144

£12,116

£28,728

£29,139

We continue to work hard to contain our costs and find alternative sources of funding; we believe continue to put the village’s resources to
good use and seek to provide the best value for money for parishioners. Thanks go to Rachel Jarvis for her hard work on our books.
Will Meldrum, Chair of Finance Committee
Recreation Ground Committee
The recreation ground continues to offer a focal point for sporting activities in the village. As a new development, this winter the pavilion
has been the base for a youth club which has met on a weekly basis. We managed this year to obtain the funding from Mid Sussex
District Council to complete three projects at the recreation ground: (i) a drainage system for the senior’s football pitch, something that has
been needed for some time but until now we have not been able to fund (ii) a replacement for the cricket club’s equipment storage garage
which had become structurally unsafe and (iii) resurfacing of the path that runs through the Recreation Ground.
As a longer term project Ken Monk chairs a group of parish councillors with representatives from sports and youth groups looking to find a
way to improve the pavilion facilities which have now, with a combination of age and usage, reached a point where refurbishment will
need to be undertaken if we are to provide a facility that meets the needs of our sports clubs and the increasing interest from youth and
toddler groups. The present building has no modern disabled access facilities and lacks the space to accommodate all the improvements
needed. This year we hope to carry out a feasibility study to agree the best way forward. Then we can start fundraising in earnest.
The Recreation ground has two very good tennis courts which are available for use by the general public for a small hire charge; if you
would like to join the village’s tennis club new members are always welcome. Please contact Roy Simmonds on Tel: 01444-892064.
Lastly I would like to thank Pat Killian whose contribution in keeping the Recreation Ground tidy is greatly appreciated by all its users and
Fiona Rocks and Sarah Chapman who have both spent a great deal of time and effort making sure the Youth Club carried on despite the
cuts in services.
Mike Brixey, Chair, Recreation Ground Committee
Environment Committee
Once again our thanks go to Ken Monk and his team of green fingered volunteers for the upkeep of the flowerbeds around the village.
The public toilets continue to account for the main element of expenditure by this committee. Work to renew and extend the street lights
has been delayed and is now due to commence next year; in the meantime please report any faults to the Parish Clerk. The three old style
fingerposts in the parish are being restored. Steve Alton, Director of Sussex Nature, has kindly offered to trial an area of wild flower sowing
at the top of College Road. We are just waiting for confirmation from Mid Sussex District Council that this work can proceed.
Finally, we greatly appreciate Pat Killian’s hard work in all weathers to keep the footways clear.
Sarah Chapman, Chair, Environmental Committee
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Traffic Advisory Committee
The Traffic Advisory Committee has developed its quest to obtain the services of an outside Professional to advise on the conflict between
traffic and pedestrians and in so doing enhance the village environment. We have met with West Sussex County Council to discuss this
matter. The outcome has been very helpful and will ensure greater success when we reach the stage of a final Consultants report. We have
also met with the four largest businesses in the village to seek their support both morally and financially to achieve the funding necessary
to finance this work. We are now preparing the documents to enable able us to make an approach to Consultants for selection.
Further speed restrictions and traffic controls are in the process of being prepared for implementation in continued efforts to achieve
greater safety for residents in the village.
We have recently met with the County Council “Safer Routes for Schools” officer to try to achieve a pedestrian crossing at the North end of
the village in the region of the access to the Recreation Ground where there is a considerable number of school children crossing at times
of the day when they are blind to Peak Hour traffic. This has been further fueled by a worrying incident between a mother with three
toddlers just before Christmas at this location. This request is being taken to the District Council engineers in an effort to try to achieve a
satisfactory outcome.
Don Walker, Chair, Traffic Committee
Emergency Planning Committee
Fortunately we have had a quiet year to date with little to report. We are well prepared for most eventualities but specifically have revised
our plans and thinking around severe snow fall. Fiona Rocks has been instrumental in pulling this particular part of our plan together, so
we should all thank her for her continued service.
Will Meldrum, Chair, Emergency Planning Committee
Communications Committee
We continue to produce the Village Voice which is delivered each month to around 750 households. Our thanks go to the production
team, our advertisers for their continued support but in particular those people that volunteer to deliver the magazine door-to-door. You
are our unsung heros! This year, we have also continued to develop the website which was used a lot to disseminate information regarding
the proposed developments. We are always seeking new content and in particular a web-master. Please enquire if you would like to take
this on.
Will Meldrum, Chair, Communications Committee
Planning Committee
Although the Planning Committee incurs no expenditure within the Precept, it fulfils an important Parish Council function in responding to
consultations on planning applications and policy documents to the Local Planning Authority.
With the introduction of the localism agenda the Parish Council has started work on a Neighbourhood Plan for the parish. This will need to
comply with national and local planning policies while showing due sensitivity to local circumstances and interests.
The redevelopment of the Hanson Plant is currently underway with completion expected in April. We attend meetings of the Residents
Liaison Group, seeking to protect the interests of residents.
Sarah Chapman, Chair, Planning Committee
Village Plan Monitoring Committee
The Schedule of Actions to be achieved by the Parish Council was prepared on the basis of the Village Plan and was adopted in September
2011. This document has been prepared in a broadsheet format such that achievement on each subject can be recorded on a quarterly
basis. The information is to be provided to this committee by the groups appointed to achieve the various actions so we can complete the
formal document for ratification on the quarter date. The Parish Council can then keep abreast of the progress of their Projects and the
requirements of the Village Plan.
In some cases, when projects have been completed, “roll on” in the form of maintenance or improvement may make it necessary to retain
the subject as “live”. Some projects will require annual monitoring and so will not be signed off as “complete”. The latest update is March
2012.

HAPSTEAD HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Annual Report – 2011/12
We are lucky as a village to own such a distinctive building at the heart of our community. Over £21,000 of this part of our budget,
services the 25 year loan taken out when the Hall was modernised in 2008. The balance funds the gap between rental income and the
costs of running the building. Rental income has increased this year with a consequent reduction in this part of the budget. Utility costs
continue to rise and so we have had to increase hiring charges. Whilst the bookings for the Hall are up there are still several slots
available.
We have not had to do much work on the building this year however externally the outside lighting has been improved by the entrance
from the car park.
We had an excellent show by the Chalkfoot Theatre, but unfortunately it does not look as though it will be repeated in 2012 as funding has
been withdrawn. The Christmas Fayre was one of the best we have ever had and was well supported by all. It is proposed to extend the
length of opening in 2012.
I would like to thank all the Hall Committee for the input. Also a very special thanks to Jane – our new Clerk – for all the work she does.
Thanks also to Kim our cleaner and Brian our Odd Job Man and thanks to all who support me.
Ken Monk, Chair, Hapstead Hall Management Committee
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Bi-annual Twinning Trip to Beuzeville

THE ARDINGLY INN

The Ardingly Twinning Society have organised an exchange to
Beuzeville, Normandy to take place Friday May 4th through 7th.
They are still looking for additional families with or without
children who would like to get involved.

The relaxed
pub nestled in
the heart of
Ardingly - a
unique pub
dining experience.

Accommodation is free as you stay with a French family and you
meet up with friends from Ardingly most evenings. All travel is at
your own expense. If you would like to get involved, please
contact Jennifer May at ardinglymays@hotmail.com

Real Ale, Real Food and Great
Accommodation.
We have a take-away menu.
Drop in or call us on
01444 892 214

Central Heating Power Flushing

A & C Village Cars
Bernie and the Boys

01444 892 393
Airport Journeys:

Local Journeys:

Gatwick: £20

Haywards Heath Rail
Station: £7

Heathrow: £60

After midnight and before
6am: £10

Stansted: £85
Same price for drop off,
pick-up, no matter the
time.

Happy to provide help
with shopping or
appointments, just ring
us and ask.

14 Gowers Close, Ardingly, Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH17 6UF
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Grand Opening of New Centre
Residents of Ardingly may have noticed the major building
works going on at the site of the former Congregational
Church on Street Lane. In March, the restoration will be
complete and the new Koorana Centre will open its doors
to the public. The Bluebell Montessori Nursery will
continue to operate from the classroom during the week.
This unique centre will be home to a wide variety of
creative and spiritual development courses, workshops and
events delivered by a team of skilled, specialist teachers.
The emphasis will be on wellbeing and there will be
regular classes in yoga (including children's yoga), dance,
relaxation, meditation and learning creative skills such as
sewing, arts and craft. The centre, with its warm and
welcoming atmosphere, will also be available to hire.
Membership of the centre will be a great option for those
who attend on a regular basis and members will receive
discounts on room hire, priority booking on activities and a
whole host of special offers, so it’s well worth considering.
A membership package is also available for businesses.
Each month Koorana will host a healing session, which is
available to visitors by donation. It will also offer a variety
of ‘taster’ events so you can try something new without the
need to commit to a full course. The wellbeing events and
pamper evenings will provide the perfect opportunity to
indulge in a treat and there will be regular community
events and social activities.
On Saturday 31st March the centre will stage an open day
event from 12noon til 3pm where visitors can meet
teachers and find out more about the activities on offer.
Details of this free event will be advertised on its website
www.kooranacentre.com.
ADVERTORIAL

STEPHEN GALLICO
S O L I C I T O R S
We provide a personal and professional legal service to private individuals, families, executors and trustees,
and business people particularly in the areas of:
Probate & Administration of Estates
Tax Planning, Inheritance Tax Saving
Wills and Trusts

Trust Administration
Powers of Attorney
Court of Protection

We also deal with all residential property matters including:
Purchase & Sale of Property
Property Sales for Executors & Trustees

Mortgages

and all commercial property matters including:
Offices and Shops
Industrial Units

Licensed Premises
Development Land

Conveniently located at Merlin House, 6 Boltro Road, Haywards Heath, West Sussex, RH16 1BB clients are most
welcome to visit our offices, or we are happy to arrange home visits if this is more suited to your needs.
Saturday morning appointments by arrangement.
Tel: 01444 411333

Website: www.sgallico.co.uk
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Metered Water Coming to Ardingly

Neighbourhood Plan Update

South East Water’s Customer Metering Programme will reach parts
of Ardingly from approximately May 2012. The compulsory
programme is part of the Company’s long term plan to protect
future water supplies for customers and the environment and is
one of the most cost effective ways of managing water.

The Neighbourhood Plan Committee has started work and formed
three working groups looking at Infrastructure/Services,
Demographics, and Landscape/Development. Each group is led
by a Parish Councillor with co-opted members from the
community. If you would like to contribute to this work please
contact one of Don Walker [Infrastructure Tel 892022], Fiona
Rocks [Demographics Tel 891716] or Tim Clement [ Landscape/
Development Tel 891980].

Over the next eight years 375,000 meters will be installed so that
by 2020, at least 90% of customers will have a water meter. The
majority of the meters will be installed on the external stop tap
which is normally located at the property’s boundary.

Involving the community is central to neighbourhood planning.
The first step in consulting the village community will be a Survey,
to which we want every household to respond - so watch this
space! Please also make a diary note of the Annual Parish Meeting
on 1st May, when we will share progress to date.

The Company has developed a range of financial support
measures to help customers.
Further information on this
including qualifying criteria can be found by visiting
www.southeastwater.co.uk or by calling 0333 000 0003.

Meanwhile you may be interested to know that at the meeting of
the District Council’s Planning Committee on 9th February,
District Councillors stressed the need for Ardingly to progress
work on its Neighbourhood Plan as a matter of urgency. They also
emphasised that all parts of the District will have to take some
development in order to meet the requirement of the District Plan.

M.T. Holman
Central Heating & Plumbing

Planning Update

CITY & GUILDS 1974

New Installations
System Updates
Maintenance
Repairs

209491

The planning applications for housing development at Butchers
field and Standgrove field were considered by Mid Sussex District
Council's Planning Committee on 9th Feb, and both were refused.
The applicants now have the right to appeal to the Planning
Inspectorate, and the appeals could be determined by means of
written representations, an informal hearing or a public inquiry.

064 304

Telephone: 01444 892499

“Warm Homes Healthy People”

34 The
RH17
6UN
mtholman@greenbee.net
34
The High
HighStreet,
Street.Ardingly,
Ardingly.W.W.Sussex
Sussex.
RH17
6TD.
Fax 01444 892499

Funding has been received to help any resident of West Sussex
who is having difficulty paying their gas and electricity bills. They
can apply to receive a free visit from a Climate Energy home
energy assessor, by calling 0800 0546815 or submitting an online
form on www.westsussexenergy.co.uk/warm. The funding for this
programme is only available until the end of March 2012, so you
need to act now.

FITNESS
PILATES
AT HAPSTEAD HALL

Open Letter from a Resident: Zebra Crossing
for High Street

THURSDAYS 6.30PM

As you may be aware the speed with which people enter the
village on the High Street is alarming. Currently there are neither
barriers to slow drivers down nor any safe places to cross. This
has to change. Moreover, there is a strong encouragement for
villagers to walk to school which means that children and carers
will be put at risk every day.

All ages and all levels
welcome

I have had first hand experience of this. My three children aged 1
(in a pram), 4 and 6 years old and I had a near miss with a car
whilst crossing between the recreation ground and Hett Close on
the way home from school. I am now coordinating an effort to get
a zebra crossing installed as well as a drop kerb to make it a safe
place for all residents and visitors to cross. Over 300 people have
already shown their support, but we need to ensure that we have
a majority behind our proposal. Please add your signature to the
petitions currently located at Fellows Bakery, The Ardingly Inn and
St. Peter's Church.

BUY 10 GET 2 FREE* or £7 per class
(*£70 /£5.83 per class)

CALL DENIESE ON 07768014411
WWW.DENIESEBODYFIT.CO.UK

01444

230 230
Burgess Hill

County Councillor, Bill Acraman is supporting the proposal, the
Parish Council is behind the campaign and St Peter's Primary
School have detailed their support in their travel plan. The Safe
Routes to School team have worked hard to progress the matter
and the next step is for the issue to be entered into the CLC
infrastructure plan.

01444

410 410

S h o u l d yo u h ave a ny s p e c i f i c r e l e va n t e x p e r i e n c e s
please contact Beverly.Clayden@westsussex.gov.uk from the Safe
Routes team or bill.acraman@westsussex.gov.uk.
Any other
comments or advice, please contact me directly. I would be most
grateful of your help in this matter. Thank you.

Haywards Heath

Station Taxis

Beverley Rosling, beverleyrosling@yahoo.co.uk
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