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THE BIGGEST AND BEST SHOW FOR ALL THE FAMILY IN 
THE HEART OF ARDINGLY!

Although we say it every year, it is nevertheless true – the South of England  Show promises  to be another blockbuster event.  Plans for the 
Show are well underway and it will feature the best of tradition alongside the thrill of innovation.

The magnificent cattle parade and  livestock classes are at the heart of the agricultural celebration, but entertainment has also become an 
integral part of the Show’s enjoyment; this year is  no exception.  We are delighted to welcome back the White Helmets motorcycle display 
team to wow the crowds in the Ardingly Ring as well as dozens of other types of entertainment to appeal to all ages in equal measure.

The central theme for 2011 is the year of Water - the simplest and purest liquid  of  life.  We all want a clean and healthy world in which to 
live, so there will be plenty to see and educate visitors on this vital and life-giving resource.

With many thanks to our sponsors
The South of England Showground
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Green fingered garden lovers are once again in for a treat at this 
year’s South of England Show as the horticultural  marquee is set to 
enjoy another bumper year.  There will be a  host of colourful 
exhibits  to rival Chelsea, and nurseries from all over the country 
will be exhibiting  a vast range of beautiful plants from clematis, 
sweet peas, lilies, hydrangeas, fuchsias, alliums and roses to 
grasses, rock garden plants and bonsai trees. 

The Queen’s Jubilee Hall will be brimming  with delicious local 
produce – English wine and  liqueurs, meats, cheeses, preserves, 
hand-made chocolates and organic fruit and vegetables.

If  you have family and  friends who haven’t  visited the Society’s 
flagship event, please tell them to come along  and  discover the 
delights  of the South of England Show...and  take advantage of 
advance bookings rates – 01444 892857.

The best of British Agriculture – top class cattle, pigs, 
sheep and goats
Fascinating flora and bright ideas for your own garden
Creative skills on show in the Young Craftsman of the Year 
competition
Top riders in action in the Show Jumping events
Horse and Carriage Driving
Captivating creatures for children to enjoy – cuddly pets, 
birds of prey, interactive wildlife area and bee-keeping
Crafts and gifts˘˘ galore
Shoppers paradise/retail therapy – selling everything from 
ride on mowers, prize plants from growers, to handbags 
and hats...and much more

www.southofenglandshow.org.uk

Dates for your Diary
8th March History Society AGM with talk/film, Hapstead 
  Hall

11th March Nearly New & Boden Sale, St Peter’s Primary

12th March NSPCC Quiz Night, Hapstead Hall

22nd March Chalkfoot Theatre, Hapstead Hall

26th March: Eco Fair, Church Centre

26th March: Twinning  Association Bistro Evening, Hapstead  
  Hall

9th April  Ardingly Horticultural Society Spring Show 
  Hapstead Hall. 2pm to 4pm

12th April History Society. Sue Berry - Agriculture in 
  Sussex with Dr Sue Berry, Hapstead Hall

7th May  Ardingly Horticultural Society Plant Sale 
  Hapstead Hall 9am to Noon

7th May  South of England Show tickets on sale to 
  Ardingly Residents at reduced rates, Hapstead 
  Hall 10am to Noon

21st May  South of England Show tickets on sale to 
  Ardingly Residents at reduced rates, Hapstead 
  Hall 10am to Noon

9th June  South of England Show

10th June South of England Show

11th June South of England Show

16th July  Ardingly Horticultural Society Summer Show 
  Hapstead Hall 2pm to 4pm

Ardingly Twinning 
Association

Ardingly Twinning Association is holding a 
Bistro Evening at the Hapstead Hall on Sat 26th

March, all welcome.  Tickets £12.50 per person to include three 
course French meal, aperitif and coffee.  Tickets available from 
Jennifer May on 892012, Jane Bartlett on 892376 or from the Post 
Office.

Ardingly  has twinned  with the delightful town of 
Beuzeville in Normandy and we have already had 
several very successful  and enjoyable exchange 
visits. Our French friends are coming  over for the 
South Of England Show weekend (10-13th June) 
and  we would love to be able to accommodate 

some more families. If you are interested in getting 
involved, please contact us on the above numbers or e-mail 
ardinglymays@hotmail.com

Rail Cards

The Parish Council has  received notification from Mid Sussex 
District  Council that the cost of a senior rail voucher will remain 
unchanged  at  £22.10 (reduced to £17.10 with the Parish Council 
subsidy) and disabled rail vouchers will increase to £17.00 
(reduced to £12.00 with the Parish Council subsidy) as from the 
2nd January 2011.

Sussex Dog Walking
A friendly dog walking and pet care service

www.sussex-dog-walking.co.uk

dogwalking.sussex@gmail.com

07810 876 146

Wanted: Clothing for Charity Sale

The Pre-School is holding a Nearly New Sale on 11th March and 
would welcome any clothing donations for the event. Please 
drop them by Tinkers Croft or ring Tina Solomon on (01444) 
414761 to organise a pick up.
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ARDINGLY HISTORY SOCIETY 
EXHIBITION

HAPSTEAD HALL

SATURDAY 19th MARCH from 11am to 5pm

and

SUNDAY 20th MARCH from 10am to 4pm

ENTRANCE FREE

There will be a display of many of the items from the Society's 
archives for visitors to browse.  Please tell your friends and 
especially any Ardinians

Refreshment will be available

Parish Elections May 2011

You should consider becoming a Parish Councillor if:

You Want To Do Something Positive for Your Community
You Want To Spend Your Time Productively 
You Can Think, Listen and Act Locally

The Role
Parish Councillors are elected  by the public at an ordinary 
election, normally held on the first  Thursday in May every four 
years. Being  a Parish Councillor is an unpaid  position although 
allowances to cover costs are sometimes available.

Documents available from the Returning Officer and Parish Clerk:

Become a Councillor
Candidate Check List
Nomination Form

What Next?
If  you are considering  becoming a candidate for election you are 
very strongly recommended to contact the Returning  Officer at the 
District  Council to obtain information on what you need to do to 
be nominated. Mid  Sussex District Council produce guidance on 
Election Procedures and it is imperative that these are followed or 
you may find that you have disqualified yourself from candidacy. 
Further details and  contact information is available from the Clerk 
to the Council.

Nominations have to be submitted between 16th March and 4th 
April for the elections on 5th May.

Please Contact:

The Returning Officer Anne Rumble
Mid Sussex District Council  Clerk to Ardingly Parish Council
Oaklands Tel: 01444-459713
Oaklands Road  Email: annerumble@msn.com
Haywards Heath
West Sussex RH16 1SS
Tel: 01444 477003
Website: www.midsussex.gov.uk

NSPCC St Patrick’s 
Day Quiz

Saturday 12th March 
2011

Hapstead Hall, Ardingly

Hot Supper included in Ticket Price
(bring your own drinks)

£8.50 per person

19:00 for a prompt quiz start at 
19:30

For further information, tickets and booking form
contact: Rowena (01444 892 206 rjchalk02@aol.com) 

or
Georgie (01444 892 457 dmcurtis@btinternet.com)

Parish Council Matters
The Parish Clerk, Anne Rumble, can be contacted at P.O.Box 600, 
Haywards Heath, RH16  1WF.  Tel: 01444 459 713. Email: 
annerumble@msn.com.

Office: Tuesdays 10 am to Noon in Hapstead Hall.

Parish Council Meetings are held  in Hapstead Hall  on the first 
Tuesday of every month starting  at 7.30pm. Meetings are open to 
the the public.  Time is set aside at the start of the meeting  for any 
questions.
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ARDINGLY PARISH COUNCIL
Annual Report – 2010/11

Chair’s Report
It  has been another busy year as  you will see from the reports  of the various committees of the parish council; I would like to thank the 
staff and all the councillors for all their hard work throughout this last year.

I am particularly grateful for the highly professional support I  and  other Councillors receive from the Parish Clerk, Anne Rumble, and our 
newly appointed Financial Officer, Rachel Jarvis. As well as supporting  the Parish Council and  its  committees in their work, Anne provides 
a point of reference for all villagers via telephone,  email, and  at her weekly Tuesday morning  surgeries in Hapstead Hall. Rachel maintains 
our accounts in apple pie order and  ensures that we comply with the stringent requirements for local government finances. Together the 
costs  of employing  Anne and  Rachel take up the major part of our Administration budget. Although Parish Councillors are entitled  to 
receive an allowance, none of the Councillors take advantage of this.

Again without the input and help from the Ardingly Community none of this would  run so smoothly and I would like to thank you all for 
your continued interest and enthusiasm.

George Ruse, Chair, Ardingly Parish Council

Finance Committee

Above we show the Precept (or budget) for 2010/11 and  2011/12 that highlights our major areas of  expenditure.  The other sections of this 
report  give more detail of what services this  provides to the village.  We expect to end this financial year (31 March) within our budget for 
2010/11 and have been able to hold the Precept for the coming year at a slightly lower level.

There will  be challenges ahead, not least the parlous state  of the Recreation Ground  Pavilion, but the Parish Council finances remain in a 
sound state with strong reserves.

David Hadden, Vice Chair of Parish Council and Chair of Finance Committee

Recreation Ground Committee
The recreation ground  continues to offer a focal  point for sporting  activities in the village and this winter the pavilion has been the base for 
a youth club which has met on a weekly basis.  The Pavilion has now, with a combination of age and  usage reached a point where 
refurbishment will need to be undertaken if we are to provide a facility that meets the needs of our sports clubs and the increasing  interest 
from youth and  toddler groups that are looking for a long  term base.  At present the building  lacks modern disabled access facilities and 
the space to accommodate all  the improvements needed.  After consultation with the cricket, football,  tennis clubs and  various groups who 
represent youth and toddler organisations in the village, it became apparent that a feasibility study to agree on the best way forward was 
required.   We have formed a small Working  Party with Ken Monk as Chair made up  of parish councillors and representatives  from the 
sports clubs and youth groups to look at available grants and fundraising  ideas.  We realise that this is not the best moment in time to start 
the project, but feel that support for sport and youth is essential  at  any time.  The Parish Council has  noticed that the tennis courts in the 
recreation ground are not used to their full potential.  The tennis club is looking  for new members and for those that do not wish to join the 
club, the courts are available for a small hire charge.  For bookings please call telephone number: 01444-892457.

Finally, I would like to thank Pat Killian whose contribution to keeping the Recreation Ground tidy is greatly appreciated by all its users.
Mike Brixey, Chair, Recreation Ground Committee   

Environment Committee
Once again our thanks go to Ken Monk and  his team of green fingered volunteers for the upkeep  of flowerbeds around  the village.   We 
also greatly appreciate Pat Killian’s hard work in all weather to keep the footways clear.

The public toilets continue to account for the main element of expenditure by this committee.  Work to renew and  extend  the street lights 
is  due to commence next year; in the meantime please report any faults to the parish clerk.  The steps  outside Hapstead  Hall have been 
widened  and  a new handrail designed  and installed by a local  blacksmith.   Many thanks to Roy Simmonds for his advice and guidance on 
this project.  The three old  style fingerposts  in the parish are being  restored and  a survey of private roads in the village has identified  where 
responsibility lies for their upkeep.

Sarah Chapman, Chair, Environmental Committee 

£9,719

£11,804

£30,227

£26,540

£922

2010 / 11 Communications
Administration
Hapstead Hall
Recreation Ground
Environment

£9,770

£12,116

£29,139

£27,144

£0

2011 / 12
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Traffic Committee
The Traffic Committee was formed at the November Parish Council meeting  and  comprises Parish Councillors  and co-opted  residents.  The 
Committee meet regularly to discuss issues relevant to the parish and refer recommendations to the Parish Council for consideration.

The committee is preparing  a 'Brief ' to obtain tenders for a Traffic Planning  Consultant to advise and  make proposals on this matter for 
submission and agreement by the West Sussex County Council.  Discussions are also taking  place in respect of Car Parking  in the village, 
School Travel Plan,  Speed  Limits,  Signs, Police Involvement and the means of  obtaining  funding  over and above that from the Parish 
Council.

Don Walker, Chair, Traffic Committee

Emergency Planning Committee
The Committee have been working  hard  to produce the Ardingly Winter Management Plan, which has now been submitted to West Sussex 
County Council. The plan covers issues such as salting  and gritting  of  roads; advice for volunteers on clearing  snow; and  care for the 
vulnerable and elderly, as well as some general advice to residents. Copies are available through the Parish Clerk.

Pam Dennis, Chair, Emergency Planning Committee

Communications Committee
Communications  Committee was formed  in 2010/11 in order to create consistency across the Village Voice and  the village website which 
is  under construction.� The Village Voice has gone from strength to strength and continues to be a key communication tool for the village.� 
We changed printers at the end  of 2010 and now print for lower cost  on re-cycled  paper.   The Committee particularly wishes to thank 
Merle Atkins-Phang  and  Jan Caswell for all their sterling  work on the Village Voice;  without them, quite literally,  we would not have a 
village newsletter.�  The village website has made small steps forward  and can now be found at  www.ardingly.org.�  Over the coming 
months the website will  be developed further with ability for local groups, societies and  charities to own and update their own pages.� As a 
final  request,  if you have any articles you wish to have included  in the Village Voice or would  like to help  on the website, please do contact 
the Parish Clerk.

Will Meldrum, Chair, Communications Committee

Planning Committee
Although the Planning  Committee incurs no expenditure within the Precept, it fulfils  an important Parish Council function in reflecting  the 
villages  views on planning  applications and  making  recommendations to the Planning  Authority, Mid Sussex District Council (MSDC).  It 
has  also been in close discussion with MSDC as to the appropriate level of  development in the village to support the medium term 
Government set targets for housing  in the region.  This year it has been much involved in the deliberations over the re-development of the 
Hanson Plant.
Ken Monk, Chair, Planning Committee

Village Plan
Our Community Led  Plan was published  in December following adoption by the Parish Council.  It is the result of  consultations with the 
whole community and identifies  18  aims and 40 actions.  Some of the projects  can be achieved quickly and  at little cost, others will  need 
sustained effort over many years to bring about success. A number of actions are already underway.

The Village Plan will be a regular item on the parish council’s agenda, to ensure effective communication with residents. A Monitoring 
Committee has been set up to oversee implementation and monitoring of all the actions identified in the Plan.

There will also be regular updates in the village website and  Village Voice newsletter.  Parish Council chair George Ruse commented:  “The 
Village Plan allows the Parish Council to move forward on a whole range of issues and the process  provides a clear focus for future action.”

You can view the Village Plan at www.ardingly.org or buy a copy at the Clerk’s office on Tuesday mornings.

Sarah Chapman, Councillor

Hapstead Hall
We are lucky as a  village to own such a distinctive building  at the heart of our community.  Over £21,000 of this part of our budget 
services the 25 year loan taken out when the Hall was modernised  in 2008.  The balance funds the gap  between rental income and  the 
costs of running the building.  Rental income has increased since the refurbishment hence the reduction in this part of the budget.

Another year has passed and I am pleased to say our hall  bookings are up, but we still have a few vacant slots, which we would like to fill.  
The main hall will probably need  some decorating  shortly, but apart from that, all is well.   We have improved  outside lighting  around the 
hall, at the back by the Legion and along the front by the road.

We are trying  to keep  our hiring  charges reasonable, but utility charges continue to rise putting  extra pressure on finances to the 
Committee.   I  urge all residents to support the events run in the hall, a date to note is the 22nd  March, when the Chalkfoot Theatre make a 
welcome return.

The Christmas Fair went very well and we have plans to promote this event and make it even more interesting.

I would like to say a big  thank you to our Hall Clerk, Niki Sanwell, Brian, our Maintenance Man and to Kim, our Cleaner, for the 
wonderful job they do.  Lastly, many thanks to all the Committee for the work they do and support given to me.

Ken Monk, Chair, Hapstead Hall Management Committee
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ARDINGLY CRICKET CLUB – 
SPRING NEWS

Ardingly  Cricket  Club held  its  AGM on 25/1/11. As usual 
the place was heaving  and  there was standing  room only. 
There was a minute’s silence to remember John Newman, a 
long-standing  member and supporter of  ACC, and for Sue 
Jones, our scorer, both of  whom died  during  the autumn. 
Both of them will be missed  by all associated  with the 
club. We also thought of Nick Cooper, our number 5 
batsman, who is seriously ill in a London hospital.

On a lighter side Jonny “Guitar” Warren entertained  the 
throng  with a rousing  rendition of  the Mitchell Johnson 
song, and Bill  Swaffield proposed  a mole-hunting 
expedition, to ensure our velvety friends don’t destroy the 
wicket before the season starts.

There were few changes to the committee, although we 
welcomed  James Allen onto the committee as webmaster. 
The 1st team captain will be Nick May, for a 7th season, 
whilst Bill  will captain the 2nds. One change was the 
election of Greg Dagger as joint vice-captain of the 1sts.

This season the club  1st team will be in division 3 of the 
Stoner Mid  Sussex League, and the 2nds will be in division 
5. We will  also have the joint Sunday friendly  11 with 
Highbrook and Brook House CC. This arrangement has 
suited both clubs and we hope it will  continue into the 
future.

The Junior Section will field  under 9s,  under 10s and  
under 12s teams in 2011, and nets for the Juniors begin on 
Sunday 13th March at Ardingly College at 6pm. 

Nets for adults and boys over 14 will begin on Thursday 
17th March at 7.30pm until 9pm, also at Ardingly College.

Ardingly  Cricket Club  has been playing  in the village for 
121 years, and  is firmly rooted  in the community. We are 
always looking  for players of any standard, and  whilst we 
would particularly welcome ex-county and Test cricketers, 
we’ll  give anyone a chance. We are also looking  for non-
playing  members of the community who would  like to help 
out in any way, in the spirit of the Big Society.

Like many small clubs we are woefully short of sponsors, 
and  subsequently suffered  a £600 loss in 2011. Whilst this 
does  not threaten the immediate future of the club in the 
short  term, we do need to establish a firmer financial 
position to secure the club’s longer term future. If there are 
any likely sponsors out there we’d  be delighted to hear 
from you on the contact details below.

If  you would  like to play for Ardingly CC, or would  like 
further information about Adult  or Junior teams, contact 
N i c k M a y o n 0 1 4 4 4 8 9 2 0 1 2 o r o n 
ardinglymays@hotmail.com
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Published by Ardingly Parish Council, West Sussex

New Ardingly Author
Ardingly  has a new author that is about  to be published.  Terry J. 
Newman was born in Ardingly in 1949 and left  in 1971.  After 
living  in London and  Southampton he has returned to West Sussex 
and  now lives in Haywards Heath.  His first work, a science fiction 
novel, “Drayling”, an anagram of “Ardingly”, will  be published on 
the 19th March.  We all wish him the very best of luck and  look 
forward to a book signing later in the year...

Village Fete and Horticultural Show
Don’t go away the weekend  of the 10th September as it looks like 
it  will be a bumper weekend with both the Horticultural Show at 
Hapstead  Hall and the Village Fete at the recreation ground.  Look 
forward to seeing you at a great weekend for the village!
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EDUCATION
Angels & Urchins Toddler Group 892332
Ardingly College 893000
Ardingly College Music School 893271
Bluebell Montessori Nursery 892376
St. Peter's C. of E. Primary School 892314
St. Peter's Pre-School 07969 890 907

WORSHIP
St. Peter's Anglican Church 892332

SHOPS
Artyfact Art Studio & Gallery 891799
Fellows Bakery 892257
Gallery Cafe 
Peking Chef Takeaway 892333
Post Office 892201
Studio 5 Hairdressers  892602

MEDICAL
Lindfield Medical Centre  484056

SPORTS
Ardingly Activity Centre 892549
Badminton Club  892064
Cricket Club 892012
Football Club 892733
Short Mat Bowls 892558
Swimming Club 892113
Tennis Club  892064
Tennis Courts for Hire 892457

SOCIAL / HOBBIES 
Ardingly Country Market  892147
Ardingly History Society  892425
Ardingly Horticultural Society 892007
Ardingly Twinning Association 892012
Ardingly Village Club 892486
Ardingly Women’s Institute  892717
British Legion 892313
Church Centre for Hire 892332
Hapstead Hall for Hire  892300
Housebound Reader Service 891235
Tanzen Dance Academy01342 321982

YOUTH GROUPS
Ardingly Beavers 892769
Ardingly Cubs 892769
Ardingly Guides  892717
Ardingly Rainbows 892717
Ardingly Scouts 892769
Church Youth Fellowship Association 892108
Explorers and Travellers 892717
Pathfinders 892482
Youth Club  892346

CHARITIES
Ardingly Old Jeshwang Association 892431
NSPCC 892692

PUBS
Ardingly Inn 892214
Gardeners Arms 892328
The Oak 892244
The White Hart  01342 715 217

POLICE - Local PCSO 0845 60 70 999  EXT. 21909

Tennis Court Booking
If  you want to play tennis on the village courts, you don’t have to 
be a member of the tennis club.  Just pick up the phone and  call 
892457 and make a booking. Only £3 per hour. All are welcome!

The relaxed 
pub nestled 
in the heart 
of Ardingly - 
a unique pub 
dining experience.

Real Ale, Real Food and Great 
Accommodation.

We now have a new take-
away menu.  Drop in or call 
us on 01444 892 214

THE ARDINGLY INN

The Learning Shop Survey Results

The following  are the results of The Learning  Shop  (Learning  in the 
community) Survey.  The Project  aim was to look into setting  up  a 
local  base for flexible learning  where people can not only meet 
socially but also learn new skills.  600 surveys were mailed  out; 
11 surveys were returned. The results of the survey are as follows: 

 Subject   No. of Responses
 Keep-fit    7
 Languages   6
 Digital Camera   6
 Internet/IT   6
 Word Processing    5
 Email    4
 Photography   4
 Art    4
 Mobile    3
 PowerPoint   3
 Computerised Accounts  2
 Pilates     1
 Gentle Yoga   1
 Excel Spreadsheets   1
 Database   1

Comments:  “What a good idea, cannot wait for it to start”
“Good idea”

Many thanks to all  those who completed  and returned the survey 
sheets.   We note with interest the results  and  many people said  it 
is  very  likely they would  join a class. However because of the low 
returns it was felt the project would not be sustainable. We hope 
to review the project at a later date.  MAP

Editorial    Merle Atkins-Phang - 01444 892381
merleatkins@tiscali.co.uk

Advertising  Jan Caswell - 07973 316 283
Production Will Meldrum - 01444 891520

willmeldrum@yahoo.com
Please submit all content for our June issue by May 15th
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